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Avinash Mohanty Appointed
Commissioner of Telangana SAFE

Hyderabad: Senior
IPS officer Avinash

Mohanty, a 2005-
batch officer, has
been appointed as the
Commissioner  of
Telangana SAFE
(Telangana Standards
Authority for Food
and Essential Drugs).

Mohanty, who was
earlier serving as the
Director General of
the Drugs Control
Administration,
Telangana, will hold
the new position in
addition to his normal
duties. The Telangana
government has

decided to bring the

Food Safety
Department and
Drugs Control

Department under a
unified administra-
tion, TG SAFE
(Telangana Standards
Authority for Food
and Essential Drugs).

CM Revanth Reddy Attends
Film Producer Bandla

Ganesh’s Daughter’s Wedding

H Iy derabad:
Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy attended the
wedding ceremony of
film producer Bandla
Ganesh’s daughter on
Sunday. On the occa-
sion, Revanth Reddy
blessed the newly-
weds and wished

them a happy and
rosperous married
ife. CM
Chandrababu Naidu
and  Bhuvaneswari
blessed the newly-
weds and wished
them a happy married
life. AP Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan
Kalyan and Anna

Konidela were also
present at the wed-
ding. Several promi-
nent personalities,
including leaders
from the film and
political fields,
attended the wedding
and extended their
best wishes to the ne
wly married couple.

Flight Services From Visakha
Airport To Be Suspended
From Sunday Midnight

Visakhapatnam :

With flight services
scheduled to operate
from the Alluri Sit
haramaraju Inter
national Airport from
August 17, move-
ment of commercial
flights at the Visakha
airport would be sus-
pended from Sunday
midnight. The Union
civil aviation min-
istry informed that
the operation of
scheduled commer-
cial flights would be
suspended at the
Visakhapatnam air-
port (INS Dega) for
30 years. However,
this regulation would
be relaxed during

emergency  condi-
tions. Non-scheduled
commercial  flight

services, Indian Air
Force, Armed forces,
police flights, depar-
ture and arrival of
government guests
would continue at the
Visakha airport. Also
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Read - Andhra
Pradesh: 2 Groups
Clash Over Girl, 11
Taken Into Custody
The VTZ travel code
assigned to the
Visakhapatnam air-
port would be trans-
ferred to the Alluri
Sitharamaraju airport
from August 17 mid-
night. Actually, the
Bhogapuram-
Singapore first flight
was scheduled to take
off on August 16.
However, it was
deferred to August
17.  Indigo ad
already chalked out
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plans to oper-
ate flights from
Bhogapuram
to Hyderabad,
Delhi, M u
mbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru,
Kolkata, and
Tirupati on the
first day. Other
airliners  are
also releasing
schedules to
run flights from
Bhogapuram aig)ort.
All flights scheduled
to operate from
Visakha airport from
August 16 midnight
would take off from
Bhogapuram.
Bhogapuram-
Hyderabad flights are
scheduled to run at
8.55 and 10.40, 1.00
pm on August 17,
4.25 in the evening,
7.20, 8.40 and 9.20
pm in the evenin?.
Delhi flights would
operate at 8.20 am,
10.45 pm, Bengaluru
at 2.55 in the after-

H-City Project: Rs.1,090 Crore Plan to
Ease Traffic Around KBR Park

Hyderabad: The
Telangana government has
launched the Hyderabad
City Innovative and
Transformative (H—Ci(tjy)
project to curb the rapidly
growing traffic congestion
in the metropolis and
upgrade its transport infra-
structure to international
standards. As part of the
initiative, the government
has commenced construc-
tion of 14 major struc-
tures, comprising seven
multi-level steel flyovers
and seven directional
underpasses, at six key
junctions around KBR
Park withan estimated

ST

. tem  will be
* implemented
~ around KBR
. Park starting
August 18.
~ Speaking about
- the implemen-
tation of the
one-way  Sys-
tem, Hyderabad

budget of Rs.1,090 crore.
Also Read - Avinash
Mohanty Appointed
Commissioner of
Telangana SAFE To
ensure smooth, uninter-
rupted, and rapid comple-
tion of these construction
works for early public util-
ity, a one-way traffic sys-

City Police
Commissioner V.C.
Sajjanar, IPS, said the
measures were being
introduced to minimise
inconvenience to com-
muters while significantly
reducing the construction
timeline. He said the deci-
sion was taken after com-

prehensive studies, two
rounds of trial runs and
close coordination with
the GHMC to address
ground-level challenges.
Also Read - CM Revanth
Reddy Attends Film
Producer Bandla Ganesh’s
Daughter’s Wedding
"Once these multi-level
structures are completed,
traffic issues at KBR Park
Entrance, Road No. 45,
Film Nagar, Maharaja
Agrasen, and Cancer
Hospital junctions will be
100% resolved, ensuring
signal-free travel. At the
heavily congested Jubilee
Hills Check Post Junction,

travel bottlenecks will be
reduced by 80%. As a
result, travel time between
the core city and the IT
corridor will be signifi-
cantly minimized, saving
fuel worth crores of
rupees," Sajjanar said.
Also Read - Suryapet:
APSRTC, Private Bus
Collide on Vijayawada-
Hyderabad Highway
Sajjanar further said that
reducing prolonged vehi-
cle idling at traffic junc-
tions would help lower
carbon emissions around
KBR Park and contribute
to environmental protec-
tion.

RSS Supremo Bhagwat, BJP
Chief Nabin In Vizag

VISAKHAPATNAM:
Top leadership of the RSS
and BJP are arriving in
Visakhapatnam on
Monday, though for sepa-
rate programmes. RSS
Sarsanghchalak  Mohan
Bhagwat is_scheduled to
participate in the annual
Akhil Bharatiya
Samanvay Baithak (All

India Coordination
Meeting) being held at
Gudilova  School in

Anandapuram about 28
km from Visakhapatnam.
The meeting, to be held
from August 19 to August
21, assumes importance as
it is in the centenary year
of RSS. The meeting is
expected to map out its

Andhra Pradesh Will Send
Best Teachers Abroad To
Study Education Systems

broader ideological and
outreach strategies.
Further, it is takin? place
in the backdrop of agita-
tion by youth at the Jantar

Mantar and other places
across the country. Also
Read - Andhra Pradesh: 2
Groups Clash Over Girl,
11 Taken Into Custody
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The three-day meeting
will bring together top
office-bearers of the RSS
and its frontal organisa-
tions, Bhagwat will leave
Visakhapatnam on August
22. BJP national president
Nitin Nabin will be arriv-
ing at the Alluri Sitarama
Raju International Airport
in Bhogapuram as it starts
its commercial operations
on Monday. Andhra
Pradesh BJP president
P.V.N. Madhav said this is
Nabin’s first visit to AP
after taking over as the
BJP party chief. He is
arriving to preside over
the  expanded  State
Executive Committee
meeting on  Tuesday,

-£&

oS

August 18. The meeting
will be attended by party
representatives from all
945 mandals, district pres-
idents, state office-bear-
ers, union and state minis-
ters, MPs and MLAs. The
meeting will adopt resolu-
tions highlighting devel-
opment and investments
brought to Andhra Pradesh
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and seek-
ing speedy completion of
the Polavaram Project.
Madhav said the BJP
would showcase the AP's
"triple-engine  growth"
under the NDA govern-
ments at the centre and in
the state.

Andhra Pradesh Local
Body Polls To Be Based On
2025 Voters'

Lis
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Amaravati: To make tems and innovative tal skilling initiative ~° = T B e -
Andhra Pradesh teaching methods. by the National Amaravati: The ernment is likely to SEC has already writ-
Model Education a To this end, a profes- Association of local body elections decide on it soon. ten to other states for
benchmark for the sional training pro- Software and in Andhra Pradesh, Officials believe that additional  ballot
country, Education gram has ~ been Services Companies likely to be held in the completion of the boxes and is planning
and IT Minister Nara designed in pre-pri- (NASSCOM) andthe October, will be crucial reservation to complete the train-
Lokesh has taken mary and primary Union Ministry of based on the 2025 process is a sign that ing of election staff
steps to send the best education through the  Electronics and voters' list. Although the elections will be and other related
teachers abroad to ‘'JoyandPlay method' Information the final voters' list heldsoon.In this con- arrangements in 45
study foreign educa- in collaboration with Technology (MeitY) after the Special text, the Election days.The  special
tion systems.Already, the University of that offers industry- Intensive Revision Commission has commission report
37 teachers have vis-  Turku, Finland. aligned courses. (SIR) is supposed to directed _the will be discussed in
ited Singapore, while  The first phase of ori- The state government be  released on Municipal A dminis- the Legislative
another 29 are head- entation In the three- said that under CM October 3, consider- tration & Urban Assembly on August
ing to Finland. There, phase training has Naidu's technology- ing it for local body Development 18 The government
they will study the pleted. In the second led vision focused on elections will delay Panchayat Raj isreportedly planning

best teaching meth-
ods in the education
sector from August
17 to 26. Later, other
teachers in the state
will be trained on
them.The Inter
national Pro fessional
Development
Program aims to
strengthen the quality
of teaching and learn-
ing in the state by
providing teachers
with a direct under-
standing of world-
class education sys-

phase, the partici-
pants  will  visit
Finland and study. In
the third phase,
Finnish experts will
provide ongoing
guidance  through
online mentoring ses-
sions.Notably,  the
southern state tops
the  country in
Artificial Intelligence
(Al) and Big Data
Analytics (BDA)
skilling under the
FutureSkills  Prime
programme — a digi-

emerging technolo-
gies, Andhra Pradesh
1s building a sizeable
pool of future-ready
talent. According to
an official release,
1,53,783 candidates
were enrolled or
trained in Al and
BDA over the last
three years.

Citing Central gov-
ernment statistics, it
said the state has
scored the highest
number of AI/BDA
candidates complet-

the election process.
Due to this, the State
Election Commission
has approved the
2025 lis t.A ccording-
ly, arra ngements are
being made to pub-
lish voter lists with
photographs for
municipalities,
municipal corpora-
tions and city pan-
chayats.The special
commission on BC
reservations submit-
ted its report this
Friday, and the gov-

departments to com-
plete the publication
of voter lists of
municipalities by
September 3, and to
complete the lists of
about 50 panchayats,
where the lists are not
yet ready, by August
171t has also directed
that the selection of
polling stations in
panchayats and the
related process
should be completed
between August 21
and August 31. The

to introduce a resolu-
tion or bill in the
Assembly regarding
BC reservations.
Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu
held a teleconference
with ministers
Payyavula Keshav,
Atchannaidu, Anitha,
Nadendla Manohar
and Satya Kumar
Yadav on Saturday to
discuss the agenda of
the four-day Assem
bly session starting
from Monday.
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Two dead, two missing after car plunges
Into canal in AP’s West Godavari

Amaravati: Two per-
sons died, and two oth-
ers went missing when a
car in which they were
travelling plunged into a
canal in Andhra
Pradesh’s West
Godavari district, said
police on Sunday.The
incident happened late
on Saturday night.
According to police, a
car lost control and fell
into the Narsapuram
canal near Itempudi in
Irgavaram mandal.Four
of the occupants in the
car went missing while
one person managed to
come out safely.

Police rushed to the spot
and launched a search
for the missing persons
with the help of divers
and firefighting person-
nel.The bodies of two of
the missing were found
on Sunday.The accident
occurred when the vic-
tims were heading to

Mori village in East
Godavari district after
attending a wedding of a
friend at Peravali vil-
lage.The mising persons
were identified as
Pothula Lakshmi Bhanu
(18), Rajaram (17), D.
Nagi Reddy (18) and Sai
Surya (19).The bodies of
Lakshmi Bhanu and
Nagi Reddy were pulled

out of the canal by fire-
fighting personnel on
Sunday morning. The
bodies were shifted to a
government hospital for
post-mortem examina-

tion.Rescue orkers
pulled out the car out of
the canal. The search
was on for the remaining
missing persons.

Police investigation

revealed that the group
of youth were heading
to Mori village to meet
a friend. It was raining
in the area, and the per-
son driving the car lost
control.The  victims
were washed away. One
of them held on to a
tree and managed to
come out with the help
of localsMeanwhile, a
youth  drowned in
Nagarjuna Sagar back-
waters in Nalgonda dis-
trict of Telangana.The
incient occurred when a
group of friends went
for a pleasure trip to
Vizag Colony backwa-
ters. They were swim-
ming when one of the
youths was washed
away in the Krishna
River.

After a search for more
than two hours by the
local authorities, the of
Durga Tirumallesh was
retrieved.

Hyderabad timber firm crafts Garuda
Vahanams, used two centuries-old Burma

Hyderabad: Master
craft smen from
Myanmar have carved a
pair of ‘Garuda
vahanams’ ahead of the
ensuing Garudotsavam
at the Ammapalli Sri

Sita Ramachandra
Swamy Temple in
Shamshabad, in

December.Anuradha
Timber International in
Bowenpally took
responsibility for carv-
ing the Garuda Vaha
nams, based on mytho-
logical texts about
Garuda, the celestial
vehicle (vahanam) of
Lord Vishnu. Anuradha
Timber International had
earlier crafted teak doors
for Ayodhya Ram tem-
ple.Chadalavada Sharath
Babu, Managing Partner
of Anuradha Timbers,
told ‘Telangana Today’,
that for crafting a pair of
Garuda Vahanams,
weighing about 400 kg,
two centuries-old
Myanmar teak wood
was used. “Long back,
we  purchased this
Myanmar teak wood and
kept it in our workshop

at Bowenpally to craft
doors and other wood-
related work for the tem-
ples,” he said.Before
beginning craft work,
extensive research was
done exclusively on
Garuda, Sharath Babu
said. One team visited
temples in Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka and the
National Museum in
Delhi, studied Garuda,
found related sculptures
in some temples and
went through

‘Garudopakhyanam’.
“After the research, a
10-page document was
prepared, which con-
tains the face, head,
crown (Kirita Makuta),
wings (feathers), thighs
and legs, serpents
(nagas) and other parts.
For study and research,
we took nearly two
years,” he said.

Master craftsmen from
Myanmar came to
Hyderabad and took
almost one and a half

years to craft the pair
of Garuda Vahanams,
according to Sharath
{ Babu.Infographics:
Garuda Vahanam and
highlightsCrown:
S er e nt
Shankachuda adorns
Garuda’s hair, wrap-
Fing around his head
ike a tiara

Earrings: Twin ser-
pent kings, Padma
and  Mahapadma,
hang from his ears as
dangling earr ingsN
ecklace: Fierce ser-
pent Karkotaka rests
around his neck, act-
ing as a powerful
necklace

Sacred Thread: Serpent
king Vasuki stretches
diagonally across his
torso, forming like
YajnopavitaBelt: Drea
ded, multi-hooded cobra
Takshaka wraps tightly
around his waist, serving
as his hip belt.
Bracelets: Cosmic ser-
pent Adishesha binds his
left wrist, while serpent
Gulika wraps around his
right wrist like protec-
tive armlets

60,000 Applins Recelved For Indiramma
LI1G Housing Scheme In CURE Area

Hyderabad: Over
60,000 families have
applied for the
Indiramma LIG Housing
Scheme in the Core
Urban Region  of
Economy (CURE) area,
the government said on
Saturday. The draw of
lots to select beneficiar-
ies for 7,340 houses will
be held on August 20.
The last date to apply for
another 1,920 homes
will end on September 3.
The call centre number
040-24603572 can be
contacted to address any
queries regarding the
‘Indiramma Houses'.
“Tenders for the con-
struction of houses have
already been floated and
measures are being
taken to commence
work in the first week of
September,” said V.P.
Gautam, Telangana
Housing Board secre-
tary. Also Read - H-City
Project: Rs.1,090 Crore
Plan to Ease Traffic
Around KBR Park For
the Indiramma LIG
Housing Scheme, appli-
cants need to pay an
application fee of Rs 100
and an earnest money
deposit (EMD) of Rs
10,000, which will be
adjusted upon allotment
or refunded otherwise.
Those eligible must have
annual family income

below Rs 6 lakh, and not
possess a house, flat or
plot within Outer Ring

Road (ORR) limits.
Allotment of flats is
through a  lottery

process. Each 1 BHK
flat will have a built-up
area of 528 sq ft with
beneficiary contribution
being Rs 6 lakh and the
government will provide
a subsidy of Rs 5 lakh.
The beneficiary will be
the owner of undivided
land share of up to 30
square yards. As a pilot
project, announced that
3,192 Indiramma 2BHK
houses will be allotted to
beneficiaries by the end
of September. According
to Hyderabad district

collector Dr Priyanka
Ala, 2,22,837 new ration
cards were sanctioned in
the  district,  while
1,85,946 members had
been added to existing
cards. She said propos-
als were submitted to the
government for repair-
ing 590 dilapidated 10-
storey Indiramma LIG
Housing Towers will ini-
tially be built in
Hayathhagar,
Goshamahal,
Musheerabad and
Bandlaguda. Also Read -
Short Spells of Rain

Likely ~in  Several
Telangana Districts
3,192 Indiramma

Houses to be allotted to
beneficiaries by Sept

Hyderabad: The
Hyderabad district
administration
announced that 3,192
Indiramma 2BHK hous-
es will be allotted to
beneficiaries by the end
of September. According
to Hyderabad district
collector Dr Priyanka
Ala, 2,22,837 new ration
cards were sanctioned in
the  district,  while
1,85,946 members had
been added to existing
cards. She said propos-
als were submitted to the
government for repair-
ing 590 dilapidated
houses in six VAMBAY
and JNNURM colonies,
and reconstruction of
houses in 12 colonies.
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National Medical Commission set to intro-
duce ‘One Nation, One Licence’ for doctors
across India

Hyderabad: Medical
Eractitioners will soon
e able to practice any-
where in the country
without needing separate
registrations every time
they cross state lines.
The National Medical
Commission (NMC) is
all set to launch
Registration of Medical

Practitioners and
Licence to Practice
Medicine (Amendment)
Regulations, 2026,

establishing the ‘One
Nation, One License’
framework.Once current
doctors update their cre-
dentials through a cen-
tralized electronic portal
to obtain a unique identi-
fication number linked
to the National Medical
Register, that single cre-
dential will allow them
full legal eligibility to
practice nationwide.

To ensure transparency
in the States and at the
national level, the new
regulations make it
mandatory for strict dig-
ital harmonization and
accountability measures
under the Ethics and
Medical  Registration
Board.It will be manda-
tory to maintain elec-
tronic synchronization
between the National
Register and  State

Registers, ensur-

ing that any modi-
fications such as
gualification
updates or discipli-

nary actions auto-
matically reflect
across databases in

real time.

The new rules will
dictate that med-

ical practisin%
licenses wil
remain valid for

five yearsonly. If a
renewal applica-

tion is missed
within three months of
expiration, a practition-
er’s status automatically
flips to inactive, instant-
ly suspending their right
to practice until the mat-
ter is resolved.

The Licence to Practice
Medicine (Amendment)
Regulations, 2026 also
localizes how profes-
sional misconduct and
medical negligence are
handled.  Complaints
will be investigated by
the  State  Medical
Council where the inci-
dent has takeweb portal
to secure n place.

The final decision on
such complaints by the
State Medical Councils
will instantly be shared
with the State registra-
tion council and national

database.Apart  from
unified registrations, the
new Regulations explic-
itly streamline processes
for Overseas Citizens of
India and foreign med-
ical graduates who clear
ualifying exams like
the Foreign Medical
Graduate Examination
or National Exit Test,
integrating them into
provisional internships.
Existing practitioners
enrolled under older
state or Indian medical
registers will have to
update (one-time) their
details on the EMRB
web portal to secure
their NMR UIDs with-
out paying processing
fees.Under the new
revised guidelines, tem-
porary registrations for

'V A

foreign nationals will
now match the exact
duration of their course
up to a maximum of 24
months ( from the previ-
ous 12-month limit) and
followed by the manda-
tory one-year cooling-
off period, which is the
mandatory, pre-defined
waitingdetails on the
EMRB web portal to
secure their NMR UIDs
without paying process-
ing fees.Under the new
revised guidelines, tem-
porary registrations for
foreign nationals will
phase of one year that a
foreign national must
complete after finishing
their postgraduate or
super-specialty medical
training program in
India.

TTD to Release Quota For November
Srivari Arjita Sevas on August 18

Tirupati :Tirumala
Tirupati Dev asthanams
(TTD) would release the
quota for Arjita Sevas in
November, on August
18. The Arjita Seva
guota of Suprabhatam,
Archana, Ashtadala
Paada  Padmaradhan
would be released online
at 10 am. Devotees can
register their names till
10 am on August 20.
Devotees chosen for the
sevas can obtain he
lucky dip tickets by pay-
ing the amount between
August 20 and August
22. The virtual sevas,
darshan slots and quota
for Kalyanotsavam,
Unjal Seva, Arjita
Brahmotsavam, Sahasr
adeepalankara seva,
Salakatla Pavitrotsavam
would be released at 3
pm on August 21 while

tickets would be sold at
10 am on the same day.

Also Read - Andhra
Pradesh: RSS Supremo
BhDarshan at 11 am,
old-agwat, BJP Chief
Nabin In Vizag Today
On August 24,
Angapradakshinam

Darshan at 11 am, old-
quota be released 0 am,
Srivani  Trust Break
Darshan at 11 am, old-
aged,  terminally-ill,
divyangjan token quota
would be released at 3
pm. On August 25, Rs
300 special darshan

guota would be released
at 10 am, booking for
hiring  cottages  in
Tirumala and Tirupati at
SJ)m. The TTD suggest-
ed that devotees can
book their tickets on
https://ttdevasthanams.a
p.gov.in/

MMC Collects 2.5 Tonne
Sacred Waste From 3 Zones

Hyderabad:More than
2.5 tonnes of sacred
waste has been collected
so far by the Malkajgiri
Municipal Corporation
(MMC) from the Uppal,
LB Nagar and
Malkajgiri zones, with
the next collection drive
scheduled for August 22
across around 14 tem-
ples. The civic body is
following an end-to-end
process under which the
collected material is ritu-
ally handed over by tem-
ple priests, dismantled
and segregated before
being sent to authorised
recyclers. Also Read -
H-City Project: Rs.1,090
Crore Plan to Ease
Traffic Around KBR
Park  Speaking to
Deccan Chronicle,
Malkajgiri  municipal
commissioner T. Vinay
Krishna Reddy said the
collected sacred material
would first undergo an
Udvasana puja per-
formed by the temple
priest concerned. It
would then be disman-
tled and segregated
according to the material
before being handed

over to authorised agen-
cies for recycling. The
commissioner said the
disposal of sacred items
such as photo frames
was one of the compo-
nents of waste accumu-
lating in the city. The
initiative had helped
minimise the practice of
leaving sacred material
at places such as under
trees, while many resi-
dents had come forward
to use the facility. Also
Read - Short Spells of
Rain Likely in Several
Telangana Districts He
said the collection, seg-
regation and recycling
process was aimed at
ensuring that sacred
waste did not end up in
landfills, dumping yards
or water bodies. People
who find it difficult to

B travel to designat-
'R ed collection
points can leave
sacred items,
including old
¥ photographs, at
== their nearest tem-
ple in the coming
days. The materi-
al can then be col-
lected and shifted
to the designated
processing system dur-
ing subsequent collec-
tion rounds, he said.
Also Read - 60,000
Applns Received For
Indiramma LIG Housing
Scheme In CURE Area
The collected material
will be segregated into
clay, metal, paper, cloth,
plastic and other cate-
gories. ldols made of
Plaster of Paris, plastic
and other non-
biodegradable materials
will also be handed over
to recyclers, who will
determine what can be
reused or processed. The
commissioner said the
corporation would main-
tain end-to-end monitor-
ing and follow-up until
the authorised recycler
begins processing to

ensure that the sacred
material does not end u
in landfills or water bod-
ies or get mixed with
regular municipal waste.
Also Read - Vijay
Sﬂeaks In English, Too
The corporation has
identified dedicated
agencies to process the
collected material.
Depending on the quan-
tity, it may either be sent
for processing immedi-
ately or stored temporar-
ily at a temple or com-
munity hall before being
handed over to the recy-
cler. MMC plans to con-
duct the sacred-waste
collection every third
Saturday of the month,
unless an emergency or
other demands require a
change. Other civic bod-
ies, including the
Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) and Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation
(CMC), are also adopt-
ing similar arrange-
ments, with sacred pho-
tographs, idols and other
religious material being
collected at designated
locations and sent for
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PM Modi Pays Tribute To Vajpayee On

New  Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
paid floral tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee on his
death anniversary at his
memorial 'Sadaiv Atal’
here on Sunday morning.
"Remembering Atal Ji on
his Punya Tithi. An
extraordinary statesman
blessed with remarkable
vision, he dedicated his
life to the service of our
nation. His words and
efforts inspired genera-
tions and his leadership
strengthened our nation.
His focus on good gover-
nance and public welfare
will always continue to
guide us," PM Modi said
in a social media post.

President Droupadi
Murmu and Vice President
CP Radhakrishnan also
paid homage to the former
Prime  Minister, who
breathed his last on this
day in 2018, at his memo-

Death n

rial.

Remembering Vajpayee,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said he was a
patriot and politician who
dedicated his life to the
service of the nation.In a

niversary

post on X, Shah said,
[§{ "On the death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister and the
founder of BJP, Bharat
Ratna, the revered Atal
Bihari Vajlgayee ji, |
ﬁgy my homage to
im."

"Atal ji was a patriot
politician of such cali-
bre who dedicated
every moment of his
life to the service of the
nation. On one hand, he
made the entire world
aware of India's
strength through nuclear
tests and the Kargil War,
while on the other hand,
his value-based politics
brought the vision of
Antyodaya and good gov-

ernance to the ground for
the first time,” he
said.Shah further said,
"Atal ji's towering person-
ality and leadership will
continue to inspire every
BJP  worker towards
nation-building forever."

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh also paid homage to
Vajpayee on his death
anniversary, recalling his
contribution to Indian
democracy and national
development.

"On the death anniversary
of the revered Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Ji, | offer him
millions of salutations and
a humble tribute,” Singh
said in a post on X.

Govt Sets LPG Production Targets For
Refiners; Reliance Gets Largest Quota

New Delhi: The govern-
ment has for the first time
fixed maximum cooking
gas LPG production tar-
gets for individual public-
and private-sector refiner-
ies and upstream compa-
nies, as it seeks to build a
domestic supply buffer
after the West Asia con-
flict exposed the country's
vulnerability to disrup-
tions in imported cooking
gas.The Petroleum and
Natural Gas Ministry, in
an order issued on August
13, has specified maxi-
mum LPG production lev-
els for 21 refineries and
upstream companies, with
combined production
potential set at 63,810
tonnes a day -- more than
double the domestic LPG
oug)ut in the fiscal year
ended March 31, 2026 and
about 70 per cent of the
country's daily consump-
tion.The production limits
will kick in whenever
there is a supply con-
straint. The lion's share of
the planned output has
been set from Reliance
Industries Ltd's older
refinery, which would
have to produce up to
18,000 tonnes a day of
LPG, according to the
order.India consumed 33.2
million tonnes of LPG in
the 2025-26 fiscal year
(about 91,000 tonnes per
day). Of this, 13.1 million
tonnes a year was pro-
duced locally (about
35,900 tonnes a day) while
the remaining 21.3 million
tonnes per annum (about

58,400 tonnes a day) was
imported.This high import
dependence of over 64 per
cent left the country
exposed when the start of
the Iran war effectively
shut the Strait of Hormuz,
the narrow sea lane
through which India got
90 per cent of its imports
from nations like Saudi
Arabia. With supplies
impacted, the government
in March ordered refiner-
ies to divert streams used
for petrochemicals pro-
duction to maximise LPG
output.

It also initially stopped
sales to industrial and
commercial users and
thereafter gradually scaled
it up. For domestic house-
holds, periodicity of book-
ing a refill was increased,
and they were encouraged
to shift to piped natural
gas, whose supplies were
not so severely impacted
due to the war.Domestic

production was ramped up
to about 55,000 tonnes a
day at the height of the cri-
sis, but the emergency
orders asking refiners to
maximise output were
gradually withdrawn after
supplies eased from mid-
June.The new order goes
further than the emergency
one issued during the West
Asia crisis by creating
facility-wise production
benchmarks and requiring
refiners and upstream
companies to maintain
adequate infrastructure for
LPG storage, evacuation
and transportation.
Companies must also pur-
sue technically and eco-
nomically feasible
upgrades to maximise out-
put.The government has
empowered itself to order
refiners, oil marketing
companies and upstream
producers to ramp up LPG
production for specified
quantities and periods

considers

whenever it
such action necessary to
ensure adequate domestic
availability, equitable dis-
tribution and supply at fair

prices.The  production
schedule will be reviewed
every six months, allow-
ing the government to add
output from new refineries
and upstream fields and
account for additional
capacity created through
technology and infrastruc-
ture upgrades.

The order also requires
refiners to consider meas-
ures such as converting
naphtha into LPG and
upgrading fluid catalytic
cracking units where tech-
nically and economically
viable, underscoring the
government's push to
extract more LPG from
existing refining infra-
structure.

The government had intro-
duced several emergency

measures durin? the West
Asia crisis, including pri-
oritising household LPG
supplies and restricting
supplies to some commer-
cial and industrial users as
imports were disrupted.
The new production
framework is aimed at
ensuring that a future dis-
ruption to overseas LPG
supplies does not translate
into the shortages and
rationing seen during the
recent crisis.Taking les-
sons from the crisis, the
government has now put
the country's refineries
and upstream producers
under a standing frame-
work to maintain and,
when necessary, increase
LPG output. Eighteen
refineries owned and oper-
ated by public sector oil
companies have been
ordered to produce a total
of 31,470 tonnes a day.In
the private sector,
Reliance's 33 million
tonnes a year domestic-
tariff area (DTA) refinery
at Jamnagar in Gujarat,
products from which are
sold locally, has been
ordered to produce 18,000
tonnes. No target has been
set for Reliance's 35.2 mil-
lion tonnes a year only-
for-exports refinery at the
same site.

Russia's Rosneft-backed
Nayara Energy's 20 mil-
lion tonnes a year Vadinar
refinery has been asked to
produce 4,480 tonnes a
day, according to the
order. Upstream gas pro-

NGT Forms Panel To Verify Claim Of lllegal
Burning Of Medical Waste In UP's Aligarh

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal (NGT) has
formed a joint committee
to verify allegations of
illegal burning of haz-
ardous medical waste and
plastic in the Civil Lines
area of Aligarh in Uttar
Pradesh, saying the issue
raises "substantial ques-
tions™ related to the envi-
ronment.

The green body sought a
response from the state's
chief secretary, district
magistrate, Aligarh
Municipal Corporation,
and Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB). It formed a
joint committee compris-
ing representatives from
the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB),
UPPCB, and the Aligarh
District Magistrate.

The NGT was hearing a
letter petition filed by a
senior citizen and retired
teacher from Aligarh
Muslim University. The

plea claimed that medical
centres and shops at the
Muzammil Complex in

amounts of medical waste,
which is burnt at night or
early morning, and that the
resulting toxic smoke is
causing serious breathing
issues for residents.

"Our life has become mis-

erable due to these toxic
gases," the plea said. In an
order dated August 12, a
bench of judicial member

Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi
and expert member A
Senthil Vel said, "The
averments made in the
application prima facie
raise substantial questions
relating to environment."

"In view of the facts and
circumstances of the case,
we consider it appropriate

constituted with the direc-
tion to verify the factual
position and to suggest
appropriate remedial
measures," the tribunal
said.

The NGT directed the

panel to "undertake visits
to the site, look into the
grievances of the appli-
cant, associate the appli-
cant and representative of
the concerned project pro-
ponent, verify the factual
position and  suggest
appropriate remedial
action and to submit its
report within one month to
thiJustice Arun Kumar
Tyagi and expert member
A Senthil Vel said, "The
averments made in the
application prima facie
raise substantial questions
relating to environment."

"In view of the facts and
circumstances of the case,
we consider it appropriate
that a joint committee be
constituted with the direc-
tion to verify the factual
position and to suggest

appropriate remedial
measures,” the tribunal
said.

The NGT directed the s
tribunal." The matter has
been listed for further pro-
ceedings on September 25.
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Former Deputy Speaker Of
Bengal Assembly, Asish
Banerjee, Found Dead At TMC
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Rampurhat: Former

deputy speaker of the
West Bengal
Assembly, Asish

Banerjee, was found
hanging at a TMC
party  office in
Birbhum district on
Sunday morning,
police sources said. A
purported  suicide
note was also recov-
ered from the party
office located near
his  residence in
Rampurhat, they said.
According to family
sources, Asish had
chatted with his fami-
ly members until
midnight before retir-
ing for the night.
Upon waking up in
the morning, family
members and neigh-
bours found the door
to the adjacent office
room closed. They
realised what had
happened after look-
ing through a gap in
the  window.After
being informed,
police from Rampu
rhat station arrived at
the spot and recov-

ered the body. The
former TMC MLA's
body has been sent

for post-mortem
examination.  The
exact circumstances
leading to his death
are yet to be ascer-
tained, police
added.Banerjee, a
veteran TMC leader,
had represented
Rampurhat in the
state Assembly con-
tinuously from 2001
till 2026. He had
served as the deputy
speaker  of  the
Assembly and held
ministerial portfolios,
including school edu-
cation and agricul-
ture, in the Mamata
Banerjee  govern-
ment.He contested
the 2026 Assembly

elections from
Rampurhat ona TMC
ticket but lost to

BJP's Dhruva Saha
by more than 24,000
votes. After his elec-
toral defeat, Banerjee
was not seen to be
particularly active in
politics, party sources

=

said.

Banerjee had been a
prominent TMC
leader in Birbhum
during the tenure of
party strongman
Anubrata Mondal as
the district president.
The  development
comes at a time when
the political land-
scape in West Bengal
has undergone a
major change follow-
ing the TMC's defeat
in this year's assem-
bly polls, ending its
15-year rule.

Several former TMC
legislators and lead-
ers are facing corrup-
tion-related investi-
gations and arrests.
Police are investigat-
ing whether Banerjee
died by suicide and,
if so, what prompted
him to take the
extreme step. The
post-mortem report
and the contents of
the purported note are
expected to shed
more light on the cir-
cumstances sur-

Govt Says E20 Alone Not
Responsible For Mileage Changes;

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Saturday
said E20 petrol alone
cannot be  held
responsible for
changes in vehicle
mileage,  stressing
that real-world fuel
economy depends on
several factors,
including  driving
habits, traffic condi-
tions, vehicle mainte-
nance, tyre pressure
and use of air condi-
tioning.In a post on
X, the Ministry of
Petroleum and
Natural Gas said E20
has undergone exten-
sive testing and vali-
dation, while high-
lighting multiple fac-
tors that determine
the mileage delivered
by a vehicle."Mileage
depends on more than
fuel alone. Driving
habits, traffic, vehicle
maintenance, tyre
pressure and AC
usage all play a role,"
the ministry said.
"E20 has undergone
extensive testing and
validation, while
real-world mileage
depends on the over-
all driving and vehi-
cle conditions," it
added.In another
post, the ministry
said, "E20 has under-
gone extensive test-
ing and validation

across key vehicle

parameters, including
engine durability, dri-
vability, startability,
material compatibili-
ty and corrosion
resistance," it said.

The petroleum min-
istry further high-
lighted that these
evaluations support
confidence in E20
compatibility  and
vehicle performance,
helping  consumers
make informed
choices as India
moves towards clean-
er mobility. "E20:
Tested.  Validated.
E20 Ready," it added.
The government's lat-
est clarification
comes amid continu-
ing concerns among
motorists over the
impact of 20 per cent
ethanol-blended

petrol on mileage,
vehicle performance
and compatibility.

The government has
previously acknowl-
edged that some vehi-
cles may experience a
3-5 per cent reduction
in fuel economy with
E20, while maintain-
ing that real-world
mileage is also influ-
enced by several
driving and vehicle-
related factors.The
government and
state-run oil market-

Driving, Maintenance Also Ke

ing companies have
also pushed back
against broader con-
cerns over alleged
widespread fuel con-

tamination.  Indian
Oil, Bharat
Petroleum and

Hindustan Petroleum
said nationwide test-
ing found no evi-
dence supporting
claims of high chlo-
ride contamination or
moisture in  E20
petrol.More than 100
petrol samples from
refineries  showed
chloride levels at or
below one part per
million, while
ethanol samples from
80 distilleries and
more than 80 E20
samples from depots
and terminals record-
ed chloride levels
below the prescribed
limit of three ppm.

The oil marketing
companies also said
inspections of under-
ground storage tanks
at around 90,000 fuel
stations found no
water ingress.
Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri
has said oil marketing
companies conducted
rigorous testing at
retail outlets, with
only a few cases of co
ntamination detected.
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SC Refuses To Interfere With Chhattigarh
HC Order On Election Plea Against Ex-CM Doctors Pledge 2 Hours Of Free Weekly
Consultation For Poor

New Delhi: The
Supreme  Court  on
Friday declined to inter-
fere with a Chhattisgarh
High Court order refus-
ing to dismiss, at the
threshold, a petition
challenging former
Chhattisgarh chief min-
ister Bhupesh Baghel's
election from the Patan
assembly seat in 2023.
The top court, however,
said that Baghel would
be at liberty to raise all
his pleas before the high
court's election tribunal
during the trial.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and VV Mohana
disposed of Baghel's
plea challenging the
high court's interim
order dated June 15 by
which his application
seeking rejection of the
election petition for
want of cause of action
and non-compliance
with statutory require-
ments was dismissed.

It said Baghel had an
arguable defence and

made it clear that dis-
missal of his challenge
would not prejudice his
right to raise all points
and contentions before
the election tribunal dur-
ing the course of the pro-
ceedings. Appearing for
Baghel, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal argued that
the election petition was
not maintainable in law.
Referring to the allega-
tions, Sibal, assisted by
lawyer Sumeer Sodhl,
said that the election

campaign had ended on
November 15 and that
Baghel was allegedly
present at a religious
function on November
16, which the petitioner
claimed violated Section
126 of the
Representation of the
PeoplSibal said that
even if the allegations
were accepted, a viola-
tion of Section 126 con-
stituted only an electoral
offence and not a "cor-
rupt

practice” under

Section 123(7) of the
Act. "The question is
whether it amounts to a
corrupt practice. Corrupt
practice is dealt with
under Section 123(7),"
he said.

It was alleged that after
the commencement of
the "silence period",
Baghel held a "rally/road
show" in clear violation
of Section 126 of the RP
Act and the Model Code
of Conduct.

PM Modi Receives Call From Israeli PM
Netanyahu; Discusses Special Strategic
Partnership And West Asia Developments

New Delhi:  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday received a
telephonic call from
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu,
during which the two
leaders reviewed the
progress in the India-
Israel Special Strategic
Partnership and
exchanged views on
recent developments in
West Asia.

The details of the con-
versation were shared by
the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) in a
release. According to the
release, the two leaders
reiterated their commit-
ment to further deepen
bilateral ~ cooperation
across various sectors
for mutual benefit.

The release said, "The
two leaders reviewed
sustained progress in
India-Israel Special
Strategic  Partnership
and reaffirmed their
commitment to further
strengthening the bilat-
eral cooperation across
various sectors for the
mutual benefit of the
two countries."

It further noted, "PM
Netanyahu and PM
Modi exchanged views
on the recent develop-
ments in West Asia. The
two leaders agreed to
remain in touch." The
call between the leaders
comes after they had
spoken to each other in
March earlier this year,
to discuss the current
regional situation.

India and Israel have
continued to expand
cooperation across mul-
tiple sectors. Earlier in
July, both countries con-

cluded the second round
of negotiations for the
proposed Free Trade
Agreement (FTA), reaf-
firming their commit-
ment to work towards an
early conclusion of a
balanced, comprehen-
sive and mutually bene-
ficial agreement aimed
at strengthening bilateral
trade, investment and
economic ties.

Meanwhile, in June,
Israeli Ambassador to
India Reuven Azar said
that India-Israel rela-
tions continue to be on

an "amazing trajectory”
despite the conflict in
West Asia.

Speaking to ANI, Azar
cited expanding cooper-
ation in defence, infra-
structure, finance and
trade with India for such
a trajectory despite the
conflict in the region,
noting that bilateral part-
nership had continued to
strengthen over the past
three years, with both
countries  deepening
engagement across mul-
tiple sectors.

CAG Flags E. Coli Bacteria In Drinking Water At
Stations, Cites Violation Of Railway Board Norms

New Delhi: The
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG)
found that the Railway
Ministry had framed
several norms for pas-
senger amenities at sta-
tions; however, zones
failed to comply, leading
to widespread discrepan-
cies in services, includ-
ing the presence of E.
coli bacteria in drinking
water from water coolers
and unhygienic condi-
tions in washrooms,
among others
"Bacteriological analy-
sis of drinking water was
not carried out at 59 sta-
tions over six zones," the
CAG said in its report --
Passenger amenities and
sanitation at non-subur-
ban railway stations in
Indian  Railways --
tabled in Parliament on
August 12.

"Water sample from
water cooler was posi-
tive for E-coli at two sta-
tions (Coimbatore and
Palakkad Junctions) in
SR (Southern Railway),

one station (H%/derabad)
in SCR (South Central
Railway), four stations
(Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus,
Bhiwandi Road, Kalyan
and Lonavala) in CR
(Central Railway) and
one station (Madhupur)
in ER (Eastern
Railway)," it added after
studying passenger serv-
ices of 512 non-subur-
ban grade stations across
all zones."Test results of
drinking water samples
collected from taps in
platforms at 49 stations
in eight zones during
2022-23 and 56 stations
in 9 zones during 2023-

=

24 indicated presence of
Total coliforms bacteria
(including E-coli),” the
report stated.

The audit found bacteri-
ological tests, other than
Total coliforms, to be
unsatisfactory at eight
stations in four zones
during 2022-23 and 11
stations in five zones
during 2023-24.

The CAG said the report
covered instances identi-
fied during its 2019-20
to 2023-24 test audit,
along with earlier cases
not reported previously
and, wherever necessary,
instances from after
2023-24 as

well.According to the
report, there are 5,908
railway stations under
the Non-Suburban
Group (NSG), and
Indian Railways operat-
ed over 7,424 passenger
trains  (non-suburban)
daily and carried 292.4
crore non-suburban pas-
sengers in 2023-24.

Outlining the purpose of
the detailed inspection,
the CAG said that the
Railway Board had
issued various guide-
lines for the provision of
passenger amenities at
stations and that an audit
was conducted to assess
whether Indian
Railways' efforts to
ensure the provision of
passenger amenities and
sanitation at stations
yielded the intended
benefits. The audit found
that 458 out of the 512
selected stations,
accounting for more
than 89 per cent, were
deficient in the provision
of Minimum Essential
Amenities (MEA).
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'2 Ghante Desh Ke Naam': Delhi

New Delhi: Doctors
from across Delhi have
joined hands to launch
"2 Ghante Desh Ke
Naam", a healthcare
movement where med-
ical professionals from
various specialities
pledge two hours of free
consultation every week
to serve the poor and
underprivileged.

The campaign, launched
this week, is rapidly
gaining momentum with
the participation of doc-
tors from ophthalmolo-
gy, orthopaedics, oncol-
ogy, psychiatry, paedi-
atrics, cardiology,
gynaecology and general
medicine."Patients
across India will be able
to receive absolutely
free consultations, either
via video consultations
or in person at partici-
pating hospitals, espe-
cially aimed at patients
in rural and underserved
areas," Dr lkeda Lal,
medical director of
Delhi Eye Centre, said.
From cancer to cataract,
child health to mental
wellness - what sets this
initiative apart is its
multi-speciality, volun-
teer-driven model, creat-
ing a healthcare safety
net for those who need It
the most but cannot
afford or access quality
medical advice, she said.

Participating institutions
and professionals are
committed to providing
consultations  without
charging any consulta-
tion fee, irrespective of
the mode - offline or
online. The aim is to
empower patients from
slums, rural belts and
low-income  families
with timely diagnosis,
medical advice, and fol-
low-up support, without
cost or complexity, Dr
Lal said.

A team of eight senior
eye specialists, led by
ophthalmologist Dr Lal,
is offering free eye
checkups and treatment
guidance for patients
suffering from cataracts,
glaucoma, retinal issues,
or other vision-threaten-
ing conditions. The team
of ophthalmologists can
be reache at
9990666872, Dr Lal
said.Dr L Tomar, senior

.
D)

orthopaedic surgeon and

founder of  Tomar
Foundation, said,
"Access to quality

orthopaedic care should
not depend on a person's
ability to pay. Through '2
Ghante Desh Ke Naam,'
we hope to make timely
consultation and guid-
ance accessible to those
who need it the most. By
dedicating just two
hours a week, doctors
can help prevent avoid-
able suffering and give
underserved patients a
chance at healthier, more
independent lives. For
orthopaedic-related
problems, patients seek-
ing help can call
9910000159."

Joining them is a team of
mental health experts
from Hope Care India,
Delhi. Dr  Deepak
Raheja, senior psychia-
trist and director, Hope
Care India, said that

mental healthcare is a
fundamental part of
overall well-being, yet
financial and social bar-
riers often prevent peo-
ﬁle from seeking timely
elp."Through 2 Ghante
Desh Ke Naam," we
want to ensure that no
one is denied a listening
ear and professional
guidance simply because
they cannot afford it.
People seeking help
related to mental health
can contact us on
9311112377," Dr Raheja
said.Doctors from other
specialities -- including
cardiology, endocrinolo-
gy, paediatrics, gynae-
cology, and general
medicine -- are also
enrolling steadily, set-
ting up free OPDs in
their hospitals and clin-
ics, while also opening
virtual consultation slots
for in remote areas.

The digital component
of this  movement
ensures that geography
is not a limitation.
Patients from villages,
tier-3 towns, or border
regions can now consult
Delhi's top doctors free
of charge through video.
In the coming months,
the initiative plans to
expand across multiple
states and invite partici-
pation from doctors
nationwide, Dr Raheja
said.

Nepal Helps Bhutan Strengthen Quake Preparedness
With Support From PM Modi-Backed Coalition

Kathmandu: A full-
scale earthquake simula-
tion in Bhutan's capital
has exposed gaps in
emergency equipment
and resource mobilisa-
tion while testing how
authorities, hospitals and
emergency responders
would coordinate after a
major  quake, with
Nepal's earthquake
experts providing tech-
nical support for the
exercise.The simulation
recreated a scenario akin
to a magnitude 7.5 earth-

quake in  Thimphu,
which involved mass
casualties, damaged
buildings, disrupted

roads and power supply,
and tested how authori-
ties would make deci-
sions, communicate,
coordinate rescue opera-
tions and mobilise
resources in the after-
math of such a disaster.
The National Society for
Earthquake Technology-
Nepal (NSET), with
support  from  the
Coalition for Disaster
Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI) and Bhutanese
authorities, designed and
facilitated the full-scale
simulation exercise on
June 23 as part of efforts
to  strengthen  the
Thimphu  Earthquake
Contingency Plan.
Findings of the exercise

EARTHQU

were published by a
Nepali  weekly on
Saturday.CDRI was con-
ceptualised by India and
launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
at the United Nations
Climate Action Summit
in New York in 2019 to
promote the resilience of
infrastructure systems to
climate and disaster
risks.It has more than 50
member countries,
which include India,
Nepal, Bhutan,
Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Germany,
Italy, the US, the UK, Sri
Lanka and the
Netherlands. It also
brings together bodies
like the World Bank,
Asian Development
Bank, United Nations
Development
Programme and
European Union.

The exercise in Thumpu
followed a tabletop sim-
ulation and aimed to test
the contingency arrange-
ments in a field setting,
according to the state-
run Bhutan Broadcasting
Service (BBS) and the
Nepali Times weekly
newspaper.Bhutan and
Nepal lie in the seismi-
cally active Himalayan
region and are vulnera-
ble to major earth-
guakes. Bhutan was hit
by a magnitude 5.5
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earthquake on June 7,
while a magnitude 5
earthquake struck
Rukum East in western
Nepal on July
19.Bhutan's  deadliest
recorded earthquake was
an estimated magnitude
8.5 quake in 1714. In
Nepal, more than 9,000
people were killed when
a magnitude 7.8 earth-
quake struck in April
2015, followed by pow-
erful aftershocks,
including a magnitude
7.3 quake the following
month.During the full-
scale exercise,
Bhutanese authorities
created a mass-casualty
scenario involving the
country's largest referral
hospital and two primary

healthcare centres,
Nepali Times
reported.The scenario
assumed that some

emergency medical staff
could not reach the hos-
pital because of family
emergencies or blocked
roads, while the hospi-
tals themselves were
without power.

BBS reported that the
exercise involved
response operations at
nine locations in
Thimphu, including a
simulated hotel collapse,
severely damaged resi-
dential buildings and a
fire in Olakha - a promi-
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nent urban area and
commercial zone in the
capital city.

At the hospital, patients
and staff were evacuated
to designated safe zones,
temporary medical tents
were set up and ambu-
lances transported simu-
lated casualties from
affected areas, BBS
reported.The exercise
also highlighted gaps in
the availability of equip-
ment and resources that
could be mobilised
quickly to establish field
hospitals if the main
hospital were compro-
mised.“Currently,
through this simulation
exercise, we realised
that we don’t have that
kind of resource to be
mobilised immediately
and set up field hospi-
tals,” BBS quoted Phub
Tshering, incident com-
mander of the earth-
guake simulation exer-
cise at the hospital, as
saying. The exercise also
tested multi-agency
coordination, communi-
cation, decision-making
and resource mobilisa-
tion.CDRI Director
General Amit Prothi told
the press that simula-
tions were important
because, unlike in a real
disaster,  participants
knew in advance where
resources would be
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Iran Fires Back At Trump's Threat To US Govt To Expand Vetting Of Social

ekl it 2

Tehran: Iran on Saturday
fired back at US
President Donald
Trump's claim that he
would soon declare the
Strait of Hormuz part of
US territory, saying the
crucial energy waterwa
it has blockaded "will
remain lranian”.Trump
has repeatedly insisted
that the strait, which
Tehran effectively
closed at the start of the
Middle East war in late
February, is under US
control despite traffic

remaining  throttled.
"The Strait of Hormuz
has been Iranian, is

Iranian, and will remain
Iranian,” Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister Kazem
Gharibabadi said on X.

"This strait will only be
closed and opened under
Iran's command.” Trump
told a political rally in
New York state on
Friday that after the US
defeats Iran, “pretty
soon I'll be declaring the

Hormuz Strait a territory

of the United States".
"It's true," he added. An
unnamed White House
official later clarified
that Trump was joking,
the Wall Street Journal
reported.Last week, a
top lranian official set
out a list of conditions
for reopening the strait,
including an end to the
"war and aggression
against Iran and its allies
in Lebanon, Palestine,
Yemen, and Iraq".
Mohammad Bagher
Zolghadr also demanded
the end of crippling
sanctions, the release of
frozen assets and com-
pensation for wartime
damage.

- Ongoing attacks -

As diplomacy stalls
between the longtime
foes, attacks in the
Hormuz strait have con-
tinued, highlighting the
continued risks  to
regional shipping. The
United Arab Emirates'

state-owned oil
ADNOC
Saturday that one of its

Declare Hormuz A US Territory
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il giant
said on

vessels came under
attack the night before.

Abu Dhabi's foreign
ministry later blamed
Tehran, and said that
Iran's  Revolutionary
Guards were engaged in
"acts of piracy” In the
strait. On Friday the
Gulf nation blamed Iran
for other attacks on two
vessels linked to
ADNOC as they passed
through the waterway.
Such attacks led to the
collapse of an April
ceasefire between the
United States and lran.
As Iran chokes traffic in
Hormuz, its Houthi
allies in Yemen have
also declared a parallel
maritime blockade on
Saudi ﬁorts in the Red
Sea, the oil-exporting
giant's only other mar-
itime route

A June deal between

Washington and Tehran -
- meant to serve as a
jumping-off point for
negotiations on a perma-
nent settlement -- had
said Iran and Oman
would hash out future
arrangements for the
Hormuz in discussion
with other Gulf coun-
tries and "in line with the
applicable international
law".Before the war, the
strait carried around a
fifth of the world's oil
and LNG exports, and
prices have repeatedly
surged since the dispute
over the waterway erupt-
ed, piling economic and
political pressure on
Washington.Iran wats to
control the strait and
charge tolls, powers it
did not exercise before
the war and ones that the
US fiercely opposes.
The closure of Hormuz
has driven up prices for
US voters, creating a
political headache for
Trump as November's

US Pulls Last Aircraft Carrier In Asia As Trump
Focuses On Iran And The Western Hemisphere

Washington: President Donald

Trump's war against lran is
stretching the limits of U.S. air-
craft carriers and leaving the
western Pacific without one of the
key American warships as China
shows more signs of aggression.
The USS George Washington is
departing the Pacific and expected
to replace the USS Abraham
Lincoln in the Middle East amid
growing concerns about mental
health and supply issues aboard
the long-deployed carrier. The
Lincoln has had its time at sea
extended from its original May
return date to support operations
against Iran.The lack of a U.S.
carrier in the Pacific may be
short-lived if the Navy deploys
another in the next couple of
months. But it shows how the
open-ended operations with Iran
are running some American
sailors ragged, analysts say, while
the Trump administration further
retreats from the Asia-Pacific
region and focuses on the Western
Hemisphere.“The administration
says that the Pacific is supposed
to be the most important behind
the Western Hemisphere,” said
Greg Poling, director of the
Southeast Asia Program at the
Center for  Strategic and
International Studies. Instead, the
U.S. is "doing the exact opposite"
of its previously expressed goal of
pulling out of the Middle East.
American allies in the Pacific are
unsettled over the unpredictability
of the Republican administration,
Polin% said, while Beijing “is
quite happy with U.S. distraction,
with the frustration of U.S. allies
and partners."China may take

advantage of US carrier's
absenceBeijing sees the U.S. mil-
itary presence in the region as a
threat to China’s rise and an
obstacle to its ambition to seize
Taiwan, the self-governing island
it claims as its own. But the
United States has argued that the
Pacific region is too important
economically to lose.No one
expects China to invade Taiwan
because an American aircraft car-
rier has left the region. But the
carrier's absence gives the
Chinese another opportunity to
show its strength, said Bryan
Clark, a former Navy submariner
who is a defense analyst at the
Hudson Institute.

“They’re using this as part of the
narrative to demonstrate to the
Philippines, to Japan, to Indonesia
and others that the U.S. is not the
big dog in the western Pacific
anymore,” Clark said. “They
would just prefer that countries in
the region decide that China is the
bi(];ger power and the U.S. is not
able to guarantee their security
anymore.”China conducted naval
exercises this week  with
Indonesia and recently has shown
signs of ag?ression toward Japan
and the Philippines, two key U.S.
allies that also have territorial dis-
putes with Beijing.

China carried out military drills
this month near the Scarborough
Shoal in the South China Sea.
Both China and the Philippines
have claims over the shoal. Last
month, a Chinese guided-missile
destroyer conducted a live-fire
exercise off Japan’s southernmost
island of Okinotori.

Adm. Frank Bradley, head of the

u.s. Special Operations
Command, has been trying to
reassure regional allies of

Washington’s commitment. He
was in Manila on Thursday,
telling his Filipino counterparts
that U.S. special operations forces
are ready to step up joint exercis-
es to strengthen the countries'
alliance. He also is expected to
travel to Japan.

Evan Sankey, a policy analyst at
the Cato Institute who focuses on
U.S. policy toward China, said
aircraft carriers provide psycho-
logical assurance to U.S. allies.
The absence of carriers in the
region, he said, “adds to the gen-
eral sense that the U.S. is distract-
ed by events in the Middle East.”
Trump has relied on aircraft carri-
ers for military actions

Trump has relied heavily on air-
craft carriers to support military
operations during his second
term. For example, the USS
Gerald R. Ford returned home in
mid-May after an 11-month
deployment, the longest since the
Vietnam War, during which it sup-
ported the U.S. fight against Iran
and the capture of Venezuela's
then-leader, Nicolas Maduro.

The Ford had experienced a fire in
a laundry space that forced the
carrier to turn around and return
to the Mediterranean Sea for
repairs and left hundreds of
sailors without places to sleep.
Meanwhile, the Lincoln has spent
a record uninterrupted time at sea
of more than 240 days.
Democratic lawmakers have been
calling for investigations and
greater visibility into conditions
aboard the ship.

Warships and their crews can only
handle so much, said Robert
Farley, who teaches national secu-
rity and diplomacy at the
University of Kentucky and often
writes about aircraft carriers.
“People don’t get enough rest. It's
psychologically exhausting. And
R&R is part of keeping the crew
healthy,” Farley said. “Sometimes
it’s framed as, ‘These people
haven’t had a vacation.” But we
are dealing with well-known lim-
its on the capacity of a crew to
operate at top efficiency over
time. And that just declines."

Clark, of the Hudson Institute,
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Washington: The US
government reportedly
plans to expand vetting
of the social media
accounts of visa appli-
cants, including foreign
journalists, as part of
President Donald
Trump's  immigration
crackdown.

White House Press
Secretary Karoline
Leavitt reposted an arti-
cle on Thursday on X by
the Daily Signal that
said the State
Department is expand-

Visa Applic

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ing its social media vet-
ting to applicants for
more types of visas. The
Daily Signal said it had
obtained an internal
memo outlining the
require visa applicants to
change the settings on
their  social media
accounts to "public" or
"open."Asked by AFP
about the report, a State
Department spokesper-
son said, "The depart-
ment is  constantly
reviewing and evaluat-
ing screening and vet-

ting procedures world-
wide to ensure that our
visa process upholds the
highest standards for US
national security and
public safety."

"Online presence vetting
is about applicants
demonstrating their eli-
gibility to receive a visa
under US law and ensur-
ing that no individual
poses a risk to the safety
and security of the
United States,” the
spokesperson said. The
United States already

ants

requires applicants for
various categories of
visas, including student
visas, to make their
accounts public.

The Daily Signal said it
would now apply to for-
eign media representa-
tives and some nationals
from  Mexico and
Canada. Since taking
office last year, Trump
has moved to expel mil-
lions of undocumented
migrants and restricted
the entry into the United
States of citizens of a
number of countries.

"A visa is a privilege,
not a right," Secretary of
State Marco Rubio has
said. The Trump admin-
istration finalized rules
last month that impose
stricter limits on how
long foreign students
and journalists can stay
in the United States.
Under a change that
could be implemented as
soon as September, for-
eigners on student visas
would be admitted for
the length of their aca-
demic program up to a
maximum of four years.
Foreign journalists
would be limited to stays
of just 240 days, or
around eight months, but

Understanding US-Saudi
Nuclear Deal That
Rewrote Itself In A Day

On July 22, United
States Energy Secreta
Chris Wright and Saudi
Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman
signed a civil nuclear
cooperation agreement,
a 30-year pact known as
a 123 Agreement, which
is now under a mandato-
ry 90-day review by the
US Congress. The
Department of Energy
hailed it as a historic
dealHowever, within 24
hours, US President
Donald Trump rewrote
its terms on social
media, declaring there
would be no uranium
enrichment and that the
deal itself was contin-
gent on Saudi Arabia
joining the Abraham
Accords.

he White House press
secretary confirmed that
this condition was not
part of the signed agree-
ment, and that Trump
had not spoken to Saudi
leadership before
announcing it. But by
the evening, the admin-
istration changed tack,
insisting that the condi-
tion had always been
part of the deal and dis-
missing reports of inter-
nal confusion.A deal that
says two opposite things
about itselt within a sin-
gle day deserves close
examination, because
the contradiction reveals

the true inten-
tion behind the
agreement.

The heart of the
dispute is a stan-
dard. When the
United  Arab
Emirates signed
its nuclear coop-
eration deal
w i t h
Washington in
2009, it accept-
ed what is called
the gold stan-
dard in non-pro-
liferation:  no
enrichment of
uranium, no
reprocessing of

spent fuel, and the
International  Atomic
Energy Agency’s
Additional Protocol,

which grants inspectors
broad powers to verify
against diversion to
weapons.Saudi  Arabia
has resisted that standard
for years. Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
openly declared in 2018
that if Iran acquired a
nuclear weapon, the
kingdom would follow.
Riyadh has insisted on
domestic enrichment as
a matter of sovereignty
and parity with its
regional rival.The
signed text, as described
by US officials, set aside
the Additional Protocol
and called for a two-year
study on the economic

viability of domestic

enrichment. This
prompted Senator Ed
Markey to label it a step
toward proliferation and
Henry Sokolski of the
Nonproliferation Policy
Education Center ques-
tioned what standard it
would now set for the
UAE, Turkey, and
Egypt.Then came the
reversal. Trump’s post
insisted there would be
no enrichment, contra-
dicting his own officials,
and attached the normal-
ization condition. Israeli
Prime Minister
Netanyahu welcomed it
within hours. By several
accounts, Trump was
already displeased that
Wright had announced
the deal without telling

him, and hardened his
position after criticism
from conservative com-
mentators who asked
why Israeli normaliza-
tion had been left out.
Saudi officials were
reportedly blindsided,
having treated the sign-
ing as a diplomatic win.
By ruling out enrich-
ment, Trump removed
the provision Riyadh
had fought hardest to
secure. The nuclear deal
is being used as a bar-
gaining instrument, with
technology, enrichment
rights, and Israeli recog-
nition moved around as
interchangeable bargain-
ing chips.

This linkage has a histo-
ry. The Joe Biden
administration tied

Vance Says Trump Administration 'Screwed Up'
Communications Around Epstein Files

Washington: Vice
President JD Vance says
the Trump administra-
tion "absolutely" mis-
handled the communica-
tions surrounding the
Jeffrey Epstein files.

During a lengthy pod-
cast interview with Joe
Rogan released , Vance
pointed largely to former
Attorney General Pam
Bondi, who infamously
stated that an alleged
"client list" of Epstein's
was "sitting on my desk
right now." Epstein was
a convicted sex offender
who was known for his

wide web of connections
to the world's elite.

In addition to those com-
ments, the Justice
Department under Bondi
had also offered conser-
vative  commentators
and influencers binders

that were called "The
Epstein files: Phase 1"
and "Declassified."

"I know Pam. | like Pam.
I don't think there was
anything malicious
going on," Vance told
Rogan. "I think Pam was

trying to respond to the
political moment. | think
she overstated what we
had and what we didn't
have." As a result, Vance
said, Bondi was "roast-
ed" publicly for it and
led people to "mistrust”
the administration's
transparency efforts on
the Epstein files.

"We absolutely screwed
up the comms of the
Epstein files. Like, we
just did," Vance said.
"But do | think the rea-
son we screwed up the
comms is because we
were trying to hide
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Whose land is it anyway? Adivasis’ Midnight muhurtham—
land rights under challenge
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Hundreds of non-tribals
have filed cases in the
Supreme Court chal-
lenging the constitution-
al validity of Regulation
1 of 1970, which pro-
tects Adivasi land rights
in the Scheduled Areas
of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The develop-
ment has become a mat-
ter of serious concern for
tribal communities.

Can Telangana’s De-
notified Tribes hope for
better future?The peti-
tioners contend that the
Regulation  infringes
upon their constitutional
rights to own, enjoy and
dispose of property, and
have sought its nullity.
The Supreme Court has
issued notices to the
governments of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana
in these cases.

The principal argument
of the non-tribal peti-
tioners is that the restric-
tions  imposed by
Regulation 1 of 1970 on
the purchase, sale, mort-
gage and transfer of
immovable property in
the Scheduled Areas vio-
late the rights guaran-
teed to them under
Articles 14, 19, 21 and
300-A of the
Constitution. The funda-
mental questions, how-
ever, are whether these
claims have any legal
and constitutional merit
and who would ultimate-

ly benefit if the
Regulation were struck
down.Not A  New
Question

Regulation 1 of 1970,
which prohibits land
transfers even between
non-tribals  in  the
Scheduled Areas, was
enacted under the consti-
tutional framework of
the Fifth Schedule read
with Article 244, with
the assent of the
President of India. It
amended Regulation 1
of 1959, which had pro-
hibited the transfer of
land from tribals to non-
tribals.The constitution-
al validity of Regulation
1 of 1970 is not a new
guestion. As early as
1988, the Supreme
Court upheld its consti-
tutional validity in the P
Rami Reddy case. Yet,
once again, non-tribals
have approached the
Supreme Court ques-
tioning the constitutional
validity of this protec-
tive legislation.

In fact, Regulation 1 of
1970 does not interfere
with lands lawfully
acquired by non-tribals
or with valid transac-
tions between non-trib-
als that took place before
1970. The Supreme
Court clarified this posi-
tion in the S
Venkataramanayya case
in 1996. Nor does the
Regulation prevent non-
tribals from continuing
to possess and enjoy
lands lawfully inherited
from their ancestors.

A non-tribal wishing to

sell land in a Scheduled
Area can sell it to any
tribal resident of the
State. If no tribal is will-
ing to purchase the land,
the Regulation provides
for its transfer to the
government on payment
of compensation.
Further, Regulation 1 of
1971 enables non-tribals
to mortgage their lands
to nationalised banks
and government-recog-
nised financial institu-
tions to obtain credit.

Therefore, the argument
that Regulation 1 of
1970 completely pre-
vents non-tribals from
selling their lands or
pursuing economic
development is unten-
able.Who’s Inconve
iencedThe record of liti-
gation under the
Regulation also tells a
different story. Non-trib-
als have reportedly suc-
ceeded in a substantial
proportion of cases
(nearly 60 per cent) filed
under Regulation 1 of
1970 in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. Where
they have established
lawful title, they have
secured favourable
orders and continued to
enjoy their lands without
interference.Who, then,
is truly inconvenienced
by Regulation 1 of
1970?The Regulation
poses an obstacle to
large landowners seek-
ing to purchase land
from small and marginal
non-tribal farmers for
large-scale commercial
or corporate agriculture.
It is an impediment to
those seeking to regu-
larise unlawful occupa-
tion of land. It is also a
barrier to corporations
seeking to exploit the
vast natural resources of
the Scheduled Areas
through massive invest-
ments. Political and eco-
nomic interests seeking
to transfer the natural
resources of the
Scheduled Areas to pri-
vate interests may find
the Regulation incon-
venient.In reality, the
Regulation protects not
only Adivasis but also
small and marginal non-
tribal farmers by pre-
venting the large-scale
alienation and concen-
tration of land. The pur-
pose of Regulation 1 of
1970 goes beyond pre-
venting the alienation of
tribal lands and restoring
illegally transferred
lands to Adivasis. It also
seeks to prevent uncon-
trolled migration and
settlement of non-tribals
in the Scheduled Areas.
Demographic
DimensionThis demo-
graphic dimension is
crucial. If the non-tribal
population in  the
Scheduled Areas contin-
ues to increase and
Adivasis become a
minority in their own
ancestral territories,
there is a danger that the
very character of these

areas could eventually
be altered. Such a devel-
opment would have con-
sequences far beyond
land rights. The special
constitutional and statu-
tory protections avail-
able to tribal communi-

ties, including those
under the Fifth Schedule
and the Panchayats

(Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act, or PESA, are
intrinsically linked to the
special status of the
Scheduled Areas.
Despite constitutional
protections and legisla-
tion such as Regulation
1 of 1970, studies indi-
cate that more than half
of the land in some
Scheduled Areas is
already under non-tribal
control and that the non-
tribal population consti-
tutes a significant pro-
portion of the population
in these regions.
Government reports
have indicated that sub-
stantial proportions of
land in the erstwhile dis-
tricts of Khammam ,
Warangal and Adilabad
were under the control
of non-tribals. An ITDA
(Integrated Tribal
Development Agency)
report  from 1981
observed that if the lands
within the Eturunagaram
ITDA area of Warangal
district had remained
under tribal control,
every tribal family could
have possessed approxi-
mately  six-and-a-half
acres of land.

This historical experi-
ence demonstrates why
protective land legisla-
tion remains indispensa-
ble. The Scheduled
Areas are rich in forests,
minerals, water and
other natural resources
worth enormous sums of
money. Yet, the Adivasis
who have inhabited and
protected these regions
for generations continue
to experience severe
economic and social
deprivation compared
with populations in the
plains.Adivasiand non-
tribals are not situated
equally in terms of land
ownership, education,
employment, income,
political power or access
to development opportu-
nities. How, then, can
special  constitutional
protection for a histori-
cally disadvantaged
community be charac-
terised as a violation of
the right to equality?
Protected under Law
Regulation 1 of 1970
rohibits land transfers
etween non-tribals in
Scheduled Areas under
the Fifth Schedule read
with Article 244

It amended Regulation 1
of 1959, which had pro-
hibited transfer of land
from tribals to non-
tribalsin 1988, the
Supreme Court upheld
its constitutional validity
in the P Rami Reddy
case

Regulation 1 of 1970

does not interfere with
lands lawfully acquired
by non-tribals or with
valid transactions before
1970Supreme Court
clarified this position in
the S Venkataramanayya
case in 1996The
Regulation does not pre-
vent non-tribals from
possessing and enjoying
lands lawfully inherited
from their ancestorslf
struck down, Scheduled
Areas forest lands, water
sources and resources
could face increased pri-
vate and corporate
acquisition
Constitutional equality
does not require identi-
cal treatment of commu-
nities placed in pro-
foundly unequal histori-
cal and socio-economic
circumstances. The pro-
tective framework of the
Fifth  Schedule and
Regulation 1 of 1970
must be understood in
the context of the histor-
ical exploitation, dispos-
session and displace-
ment experienced by
tribal communities.

If Regulation 1 of 1970
is struck down, forests,
lands, water sources and
other natural resources
in the Scheduled Areas
could become increas-
ingly vulnerable to
acquisition by private
and corporate interests.
Mining operations and
large-scale commercial
exploitation of natural
resources could acceler-
ate the alienation of trib-
al communities from
their ancestral territo-
ries.For Adivasis, land is
not merely an economic
commodity. Their rela-
tionship ~ with  land,
forests and natural
resources is inseparably
connected with their
livelihoods, social insti-
tutions, culture, Ilan-
guage, traditions and
collective identity. Once
tribal communities are
separated from their nat-
ural resources, the con-
sequences extend far
beyond economic depri-
vation. Their cultural
and social existence
itself comes  under
threat.Adivasis  have
already suffered large-
scale displacement in the
name of development
projects. ~ In  many
instances, displacement
has resulted not in devel-
opment but in greater
economic  insecurity,
loss of livelihoods and
social disintegration. If
the legal barriers pro-
tecting the natural
resources of the
Scheduled Areas are
removed, tribal commu-
nities could, within a rel-
atively short period, face
further  displacement
from their lands and
ancestral territories.
Equality and Social
JusticeThe Supreme
Court has recognised the
significance of the Fifth
Schedule and protective
legislation such as
Regulation 1 of 1970 in
safeguarding the rights
and development of trib-
al communities. The
constitutional  frame-
work governing the
Scheduled Areas must,
therefore, be understood
not as an exception to
equality, but as an essen-
tial  instrument  for
achieving substantive
equality and social jus-
tice.Adivasi communi-
ties have distinct geo-
graphical, social, histori-
cal, cultural and tradi-
tional ways of life.
Protecting their rights
over land and natural
resources is essential not
only for their economic
survival but also for pre-
serving their identity,
dignity and constitution-
al rights.

why

India became

Independent at 12

£

Indian  independence
came in the last hours of
14 August 1947, in the
early hours of August
15. At midnight, the
transfer of power from
the British government
to India took place, and
the Constituent
Assembly assumed the
authority to govern the
country. Why did all this
happen at midnight and
not on August 14 or on
the morning of August
15? These questions nat-
urally arise. Behind this
decision lies an interest-
ing story.The British
government had official-
ly announced that the
transfer of power to
India would take place
on 15 August 1947. For
many Indians, religious
beliefs and traditional
practices are important
considerations. There is
a strong belief that plan-
etary positions affect
human life. That’s why,
before ever?/ auspicious
work, astrologers check
Rahukalam, tithi,
nakshatras, etc. With
such beliefs in mind,
some national leaders of
the time consulted schol-
ars and astrologers to
determine whether
August 15 would be an
auspicious day.

Friday, and fell on
Chaturdashi. The schol-
ars pointed out that after
2:30 am, Amavasya
would begin and, there-
fore, August 15 was not
a good day. August 14
was also not regarded as
particularly auspicious.
They suggested August
17 as a favourable date.
This left the leaders with
a difficult problem. If
the transfer of power
were held on August 14,
Lord Mountbatten
would be in Karachi for
the transfer-of-power
ceremony in Pakistan.
He could return to Delhi
only later that night.
Moreover, the British
government had already
announced in Parliament
that India would get
independence on August
15.Prominent journalist
and scholar KM
Panikkar is said to have
suggested a solution: the
Constituent Assembly
would meet at 11 pm on
the night of August 14.
At the stroke of mid-
night, it would assume
power from the British
government. This
arrangement allowed the
British  government’s
announced date of
August 15 to remain
unchanged while also
accommodating the
astrological considera-
tions.

At 10 am on August 15,
Mountbatten took a spe-
cial oath as Governor-
General  before the
Constituent  Assembly.
Goodwill messages
poured in from across
the world. The Indian
national flag was hoisted
on the grand building,
now Parliament House.
A gun salute marked the
occasion.Mountbatten’s
AppointmentOn 31 July

1947, Constituent
Assembly Chairman Dr
Rajendra Prasad
announced the pro-

gramme for August 14-
15 ceremonies. He said
that the leader of the
House, Jawabharlal
Nehru, should request
Lord Mountbatten to
accept the office of
Governor-General.
However, a great sacrifi-
cer named Mahaveer
Tyagi objected. He
pointed out that the
Assembly had never dis-
cussed the question of
Mountbatten becoming
the Governor-General of
India, nor had it ever
agreed to appoint him to
that position. He argued
that without passing a
formal resolution to this
effect, it was not right to
invite Mountbatten to
the Assembly.

August 15 was a Friday,
and fell on Chaturdashi.
Scholars pointed out that
after 2:30 am, Amavasya
would begin and, there-
fore, August 15 was not
a good day. August 14
was also not regarded as
particularly auspicious
In response, Dr Rajendra
Prasad said that he
would bring this matter
before the House in the
form of a resolution.
However, several mem-
bers immediately rose
and said: “no, no.” They
insisted that the matter
should proceed as had
already been decided.
Thus, In the Constituent
Assembly, Lord
Mountbatten came and
took charge as the
Governor General of
India without any dis-
cussion, acceptance, or
resolution.Transfer of
PowerThe historic
Constituent  Assembly
session began at 11 pm
on August 14, 1947,
under the chairmanship
of Dr Rajendra Prasad.
At the stroke of mid-
night, the Assembly for-
mally assumed power
for the governance of
India. House leader
Nehru moved the his-
toric resolution, which
was introduced before
the House and subse-
quently approved by the
members.

As the clock struck 12,
the members of the
House stood in solemn
silence. As each sen-
tence was being read
aloud, the members
repeated it in both Hindi
and English. With the
solemn ceremony, the
Constituent Assembly
took over the adminis-
tration of India.

The Assembly then
endorsed Mountbatten’s
appointment as

Governor-General  of

India from August 15.
Dr Rajendra Prasad
announced that

Jawaharlal Nehru would
convey the Assembly’s
decision to Mountbatten.
The national flag was
subsequently presented
to the Assembly by
Hansa Mehta. On the
occasion of the transfer
of power, the House also
approved, as a mark of
appreciation, a song
written in Chinese by
India’s Ambassador Dr
Chin Lu.Following this,
the first few lines of
‘Saare Jahan Se Achha
Hindustan Hamara’ and
the opening lines of
‘Jana Gana Mana’ were
sung by the members of
the House. Immediately
thereafter, the House
was adjourned until 10
am on August 15. This is
how the historic transfer
of power unfolded that
momentous night.

A Misstep at the Start
There is also an interest-
ing incident worth
recalling. On the night of
August 14, Nehru went
to Viceroy’s House and
informed Mountbatten
about the recommenda-
tion for his appointment
as India’s Governor-
General. He handed over
to him a cover contain-
ing a list of the names of
the Council of Ministers.
After eeryone present
had left, Mountbatten
opened the cover, only
to find nothing inside!
The cover was empty,
which surprised him.
Whoever had prepared
the cover had forgotten
to put the list inside it.
Though it seemed like a

humorous incident,
Nehru’s overnance
appeared to have begun

with a kind of “misstep
atJawaharlal Nehru
would  convey the
Assembly’s decision to
Mountbatten. The
national flag was subse-
quently presented to the
Assembly by Hansa
Mehta. On the occasion
of the transfer of power,
the House also
approved, as a mark of
appreciation, a song
written in Chinese by
India’s Ambassador Dr

Chin Lu.Following this,

the first few lines of
‘Saare Jahan Se Achha
Hindustan Hamara’ and
the opening lines of
‘Jana Gana Mana’ were
sung by the members of
the House. Immediately
thereafter, the House
was adjourned until 10
am on August 15. This is
how the historic transfer
of power unfolded that
momentous night.

A Misstep at the Start
There is also an interest-
ing incident  worth
recalling. On the night of
August 14, Nehru went
to Viceroy’s House and
informed Mountbatten
about the recommenda-
tion for his appointment
as India’s Governor-
General. He handed over
to him a cover contain-
ing a list of the names of
the Council of Ministers.
After eeryone present
had left, Mountbatten
opened the cover, only
to find nothing inside!
The cover was empty,
which surprised him.
Whoever had prepared
the cover had forgotten
to put the list inside it.
Though it seemed like a
humorous incident,
Nehru’s governance
appeared to have begun
with a kind of “misstep
at the very beginning”.
A Funny Incident
There’s an interesting
anecdote associated with
that historic night. When
Nehru came back from
Viceroy’s House, he
delivered his famous
speech. The lighting in
the Assembly was inade-
quate, making it difficult
for Nehru to read the
notes from which he was
speaking. He asked for a
the very beginning”.

A Funny Incident
There’s an interesting
anecdote associated with
that historic night. When
Nehru came back from
Viceroy’s House, he
delivered his famous
speech. The lighting in
the Assembly was inade-
quate, making it difficult
for Nehru to read the
notes from which he was
speaking. He asked for a
candle so that he could
see the text clearly.
Photographers captured
that moment. That can-
dlelight speech became
historic. Nehru’s speech
became famous as the
“Tryst with Destiny”,
delivered in candlelight.
Pakistan’s independence
was formally marked on
August 14. It was said
that Muhammad Ali
Jinnah preferred August
14 because it coincided
with the 27th day of
Ramzan, considered
holy by Muslims.
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Ranji-Capped Tamil Nadu Cricketer
Fined Rs 1 Lakh For Mobile Phone
Breach In TNPL

: A young Tamil Nadu
cricketer  has  been
penalised with Rs 1 lakh
for breaching the anti-
corruption protocols in
the ongoing Tamil Nadu
Premier League
(TNPL). The player was
penalised by the Anti-
Corruption and Security
Unit (ACSU) of the
BCCI for using an unde-
clared mobile phone in
the Players and Match
Officials Area during the
league match.

"The TNCA will not
name the player as the
investigation is ongoing.
All | can confirm is he Is
a left-hander who scored
two fifties for Tamil
Nadu in last year's Ranji
Trophy. He was found
texting his girlfriend
during the course of a
match. While no corrup-
tion charges has been
levelled, using a mobile
phone in PMOA during
the course of a match is
prohibited. Hence, it's a
protocol breach,” a sen-
ior TNCA official told
PTI on Friday.

The incident occurred at
the NPR College ground
in Natham on August 10.
The 26-year-old player
made his Ranji Trophy
debut last season and
scored two fifties for

them in the season.
Player withdrawn from

TNPLA report from
India Today states that
the player was immedi-
ately withdrawn from
the franchise after the
incident came to the
notice of authorities. He
was not part of the
team’s next fixture and
was left out of the team's
match on

Carlsen Wins E
Title For Second Year In A Row

World No. 1 Magnus
Carlsen capped his mas-
terful undefeated cam-
paign by retaining his
title after defeating
Belarusian chess grand-
master Denis Lazavik in
a lop-sided final of the
chess competition at the
Esports World Cup here
on Saturday.Team
Liquid's Carlsen came
with a clear goal and
pursued it with unrelent-
ing determination, not
losing a single match en
route to successfully
defending his title.The
35-year-old Norwegian
secured a 2-0 (3-1, 3-1)
win over Lazavik of
AGAL in the grand
final."lI followed Denis'
games and talked to the
coaches. | do feel, espe-
cially with Hikaru's
approach, it was not
right. Funny thing is, |

said that he is not great
at defending endgames,
so | thought I should
keep it together better
than Hikaru," the five-
time world champion
said after the win.

"l have played Denis
many times online,
where | played riskily
and got punished for it,
so | didn't give him obvi-

Friday.Initially, a harsh-
er punishment was con-
sidered by the TNCA, as
they were thinking about
a two-year ban, but as
the offence wasn’t very
grave in nature, he
escaped the possible
punishment of being
banned.The TNCA will
now decide where any
further action should be
taken once the investiga-

£,
.“T'

ous positional advan-
tages."Asked if there
was any moment when
he felt he might lose,
Carlsen said: "There
were several moments, a
couple against Alireza,
against Nihal as well.
There were certainly
some moments, but | am
thrilled to go undefeat-
ed."l was not trying to

s x=

tion of the whole inci-
dent is completed.
Similar incident in IPL
A similar incident took
place in the previous
edition when Rajasthan
Royals manager Romi
Bhinder was penalised
with Rs 1 Lakh for using
a phone in the team
dugout during a match.

ports World Cup

do anything out of the
ordinary. | tried to
take my chances, with
a little bit of random-
ness, and | am
happy.“Asked what it
would take to beat
him, Carlsen said: "I
don't know. In this
format, it is not easy
at the moment, |
think. | think Alireza
had a very good
chance. It is not
easy..."United States'
Hikaru Nakamura fin-
ished at the third posi-
tion after beating Alireza
Firouzja 4-1.The cham-
pionship match will use
a best-of-three sets for-
mat, with the first two
sets comprising four
games each. If required,
a third set will consist of
two games to determine
the champion.

West Indies Face Risk Of Missing
Direct ODI World Cup Qualification
As Deadline Gets Near

West Indies, once con-

sidered one of the
strongest teams in crick-
et, are now in danger of
being eliminated from
next year's ODI World
Cup. Having failed to
qualify for the 2023
Worl Cup, the
Caribbean team is in
danger of losing their
chance of direct entry
into the next ODI World
Cup as well. The current
situation is such that the
Windies team has to rely
on the results of other
teams in addition to win-

ning matches.

According to ICC regu-
lations, the top eight
teams in the 1ICC ODI
rankings as of
September 30, 2026,
will qualify directly for
the 2027 ODI World
Cup. Currently, Shai
Hope-led West Indies
are ranked 10th. The
team will play only two
ODls before the cut-off
date. This makes the
path to direct entry even
more difficult.West
Indies will play a three-

match  ODI  series
against India in
September, but only the
results of the two ODIs
will count before the
September 30 deadline.
Therefore, the team will
need to win both match-
es against India to keep
their hopes of direct
qualification alive.
However, a win against
India will not be enough.
West Indies will also
have to rely on the out-
come of the ongoing
five-match ODI series
between Ireland and

Afghanistan. If Ireland
wins the series 5-0 or 4-
1, West Indies will move
into the top eight.
However, the first match
of the series was aban-
doned due to rain.
Currently, Afghanistan
is ranked eighth in the
ICC ODI rankings, and
Ireland is ranked 12th.
Ireland is already certain
of playing in the quali-
fiers, but Afghanistan is
a strong contender to
qualify directly for the
World Cup.Will West
Indies play in the World
Cup Qualifier?If the
West Indies team fails to
make it to the top eight,
they will have to play in
the ODI World Cup
qualifiers to be held in
February-March  next
year. The Caribbean
team had played in the
qualifiers for the 2023
World Cup. It is worth
noting that they were not
able to win and missed
the World Cup for the
first time in cricket his-
tory.
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NSE Partners With Augmont To Strengthen
India's Electronic Gold Receipt Ecosystem

: The National Stock
Exchange of India
(NSE) has entered into a
strategic ~ partnership
with Augmont
Enterprises Limited to
strengthen the Electronic
Gold Receipts (EGR)
ecosystem in India, as
per a statement by NSE.
The partnership seeks to
bolster the exchange-
regulated spot gold mar-
ket by enhancing EGR
creation, redemption,
liquidity, delivery and
price discovery.

"Through this partner-
ship, the two organisa-
tions will work towards
increasing market partic-
ipation, Improving lig-
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uidity and facilitating
the adoption of EGRs
among investors, jew-
ellers and other market
participants,” the release
added.Speaking at the
bell-ringing ceremony
on Wednesday, NSE
Managing Director and
CEO Ashish  Kumar
Chauhan  said the
exchange's Electronic
Gold Receipt (EGR)
platform offers a SEBI-
regulated marketplace
where physical gold can
be converted into a
dematerialised security
and held in the same
demat account.

"This framework is open
to all eligible partici-
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pants, and we welcome
every refiner, vault man-
ager, jeweller, and inter-
mediary who meets the
standards to come for-
ward," he noted. India
Bullion and Jewellers
Association (IBJA)
National President
Prithviraj Kothari said
India holds an estimated
30,000-35,000 tonnes of
gold, making it one of
the largest private gold
reserves globally, but
much of this wealth
remains economically
inactive.He further said
that India is setting up
the India International
Bullion Exchange
(nBX) for the offshore

market, while SEBI has

already notified the
framework for
Electronic Gold

Receipts (EGRs) for the
domestic market.

"EGR (Electronic Gold
Receipt) has the poten-
tial to unlock enormous
value for India. If even a
small fraction of the
gold lying idle in our
homes enters a transpar-

ent and  regulated
ecosystem, it can
improve liquidity,
strengthen  formalisa-

tion, support financing,
and reduce our depend-
ence on fresh gold
imports," it said.

Ketan Kothari, Director
and Founder of
Augmont Goldtech
Private Limited, said
Electronic Gold
Receipts could trans-
form India's gold financ-
ing  ecosystem by
enabling consumers to
convert idle gold, bars
and coins into EGRs and
lend them to manufac-
turers  through  the
Securities Lending and
Borrowing (SLB) plat-
form. By doing this,
"Customer will earn an
interest, manufacturer
will pay an interest," he
said.Further noting that
the largest tokenised
gold platform has an
AUM of USD 3 billion,
Kothari estimates EGRs
will have a 100x AUM

Govt Rolls Out Foreign Asset
Disclosure Scheme For Small
Taxpayers
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New Delhi: The Income
Tax Department on
Saturday notified a new
voluntary  disclosure
scheme allowing small
taxpayers to declare cer-
tain undisclosed foreign
assets and income by
paying an effective 60
per cent tax, as the gov-
ernment seeks to bring
overseas holdings into
the tax net without
exposing eligible tax-
payers to further penal-
ties or prosecution.

The Foreign Assets of
Small Taxpayers-
Disclosure Scheme
(FAST-DS), announced
in the 2026-27 Budget,
will take effect from
August 16, with online
declarations open until
December 31, 2026, the
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) said.The
scheme is aimed at tax-
payers such as students,
young  professionals,
technology employees
and relocated non-resi-
dent Indians who may
have failed to disclose
eligible foreign assets or
income.Under the rules,
taxpayers will pay 30
per cent tax on the value

of the declared undis-
closed foreign asset or
income, plus an addi-
tional amount equal to
the tax, effectively tak-
ing the levy to 60 per
cent.The fair market
value of assets will be
determined as of March
31, 2026, the CBDT
said. There are two cate-
gories of declarations
under FAST-DS. For an
undisclosed foreign
asset or foreign income
that was not previously
offered to tax, the aggre-
gate value must not
exceed Rs 1 crore.A sec-
ond category covers for-
eign assets that were
already offered to tax or
acquired when the tax-
payer was a non-resident
but were not reported in
the relevant tax-return
schedule. The threshold
for such declarations is
Rs 5 crore, with a Rs 1
lakh fee payable.The
CBDT said the scheme
is intended to enable eli-
gible taxpayers to dis-
close "certain undi0
lakh, the total tax
ayable would be Rs 48
akh, according to an
example in the CBDT's

frequently asked ques-
tions.

Taxpayers making valid
declarations will receive
immunity from any fur-
ther tax or penalty and
from prosecution under
the Black  Money
(Undisclosed  Foreign
Income and Assets) and
Imposition of Tax Act,
2015, in respect of the
assets or income dis-
closed.The declared
income or the amount
invested in the disclosed
asset will also not be
included in the taxpay-
er's total income under
the Income-tax Act,
1961 or the Black
Money Act, the CBDT
said.Notifying the rules
for the scheme, the
CBDT said the scheme
"enables eligible taxpay-
ers to declare certain
sclosed foreign assets,
undisclosed foreign
income, or undeclared
foreign assets" on pay-
ment of the specified tax
or fee.For example,
where an undisclosed
foreign bank account is
valued at Rs 60 lakh and
undisclosed foreign
income amounts to Rs

20 lakh, the total tax
payable would be Rs 48
lakh, according to an
example in the CBDT's
frequently asked ques-
tions.

Taxpayers making valid
declarations will receive
immunity from any fur-
ther tax or penalty and
from prosecution under
the  Black  Money
(Undisclosed Foreign
Income and Assets) and
Imposition of Tax Act,
2015, in respect of the
assets or income dis-
closed.The  declared
income or the amount
invested in the disclosed
asset will also not be
included in the taxpay-
er's total income under
the Income-tax Act,
1961 or the Black
Money Act, the CBDT
said.Notifying the rules
for the scheme, the
CBDT said the scheme
"enables eligible taxpay-
ers to declare certain
undisclosed foreign
assets, undisclosed for-
eign income, or unde-
clared foreign assets, on
payment of a specified
tax or fee".
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Avengers Doomsday New Promo:
Doctor Doom's Origins And Battle

Marvel Studios has
unveiled a new promo of
the upcoming sci-fi
action movie Avengers:
Doomsday. It gives fans
a closer look at Robert
Downey Jr’s Victor von
Doom and the massive
threat facing the Marvel
heroes. The promo was
shown during the stu-
dio’s showcase at D23:
The Ultimate Disney
Fan Event on August 15,
2026.The new promo
introduces Doom’s past
and hints at what made
him the powerful villain
he is today. Sue Storm

(Vanessa Kirby)
describes  Victor as
someone who “lost

everything” and says, “I
didn’t realise that he was
broken.” The promo
then shows Victor wear-
ing his iconic mask and
looking at a painting.

The promo soon shifts to
a destroyed world,
showing the scale of the

danger in Avengers:
Doomsday. Pedro
Pascal’s Reed Richards
asks Victor if he is

responsible for all the
destruction. Victor, how-
ever, has a much bigger
view of the situation. He
says that all the super-
heroes have “lived
stolen lives.”The promo
also features a tense con-

With Thor Revealed

frontation between
Victor and Thor (Chris
Hemsworth). Thor

arrives from the sky and
warns him, “You will
beg for hell long before |
grant it.” He then attacks
Victor with his hammer.
However, Doom easily
blocks the attack, throws
Thor’s hammer away
and pushes him back.

Victor then delivers one
of the most striking lines
from the promo: “Hell
answers to me. For | am
Doom.”The film brings
together heroes from dif-
ferent parts of the
Marvel universe, includ-
ing the Avengers, Fan
tastic Four and X-Men.

Along with Downey Jr,
the cast includes Chris
Evans, Hayley Atwell,
Pedro Pascal, Vanessa
Kirby, Chris Hems
worth, Anthony Mackie,
Florence Pugh, Paul
Rudd, Tom Hiddleston,
lan McKellen, Patrick
Stewing the Avengers,
Fan tastic Four and X-
Men. art, James Marsde
n and several others.

Directed by Anthony
and Joe Russo,
Avengers: Doomsday is
produced by Kevin
Feige, Louis D’Esposito
and Jonathan Schwartz.
The film is scheduled to
release in theatres on
December 18, 2026.

With English Trailer, Makers Confirm
When Ranbir Kapoor and Yash Starrer
Will Hit Big Screens

After releasing trailer of

the much-awaited
Ramayana: Part 1, the
makers have now locked
release date for Ranbir
Kapoor, Sai Pallavi, and
Yash starrer mythologi-
cal drama. Sony Pictures
Entertainment, who
acquired international
distribution rights for
Ramayana, announced
release date for the film
via social media. The
distributors confirmed
that the film will arrive
on Dhanteras which
marks the beginning of
the Diwali festivities.

Right from the word go,
Ramayana release was
locked for Diwali 2026.
Sticking to the release
plan, the makers are all
set for worldwide
release of the film on

November 6. The
announcement came
with the release of the
Ramayana's English
trailer.In India,
Ramayana will enjoy

solo release with no big-
ticket films scheduled to
arrive during November
2026. The nearest tent-

pole release is Shah
Rukh Khan's King
which arrives in

December. ~ However,
internationally,

Ramayana will lock
horns with  Takashi
Yamazaki's Godzilla

Minus Zero which is
also scheduled to hit big
screens on November 6.
While Ramayana is
India's biggest mytho-
logical epic, Godzilla
Minus Zero is Japan's
massive monster fran-
chise. The set of audi-
ence both films are tar-
geting could be differ-
ent. However, what will
make the release clash
intense is that the
Ramayana and Godzilla,

both will eye for IMAX
screens and other premi-
um platforms. Both proj-
ects are filmed for
IMAX. With  Sony
Pictures having one of
the world's largest the-
atrical distribution net-
works, Ramayana can
undoubtedly enjoy wider
releases and  Dbetter
screen allocation in the
international  circuits.
Now it is to be seen what
plans Toho Co., Ltd, dis-
tributor for Godzilla
comes up with to secure
IMAX and premium
platforms for Godzilla
Minus Zero, which is the
39th film in the popular
creature franchise.
Directed by Nitesh
Tiwari and produced by
Namit Malhotra's Prime
Focus Studios,
Ramayana is mounted
on a massive budget of
Rs 4000 crore. Apart
from Ranbir, Sai Pallavi,
and Yash, the film also
stars Sunny Deol as
Hanuman, Arun Govil as
Dasharatha, and Ravie
Dubey as Lakshmana.
The ensemblegeting get-
ing could be different.
However, what will
make the release clash
intense is that the
Ramayana and Godzilla,
However, what will
make the release clash
intense is thzat the
Ramayana and Godzilla,
Chaddha, Vivek Oberoi,
Indira Krishnan,
Amitabh Bachchan,
Mohit Raina, Adinath
Kothare and Kunal
Kapoor. The music has
been composed by Hans
Zimmer and AR
Rahman. The film is a
two-part mythological
epic. Following the first
installment, Ramayana:
Part 2 is expected to
arrive during Diwali
2027. Filming on second
installment is already
50% complete.
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Awarapan 2 Vs Batwara 1947 Box Office
Collection Day 2: The Independence Day
Clash Gets More One-Sided

The Independence Day box office
clash between Awarapan 2 and
Batwara 1947 has continued to
remain heavily in favour of
Emraan Hashmi’s film. After
opening with a big lead on Day 1,
Awarapan 2 has maintained its
strong run on the second day as
well. The Emraan Hashmi starrer
has benefited from the nostalgia
around the 2007 film and has
attracted a much bigger audience
despite receiving mixed reviews.
Sunny Deol’s Batwara 1947,
meanwhile, has also shown
growth on Day 2 but remains far
behind Awarapan 2.Awarapan 2
Box Office Collection Day 2

According to the latest live data,
Awarapan 2 has collected Rs
22.42 crore in India so far on Day
2, as of Saturday evening. The
film had earned Rs 22 crore on its
opening day.With this, the
Emraan Hashmi starrer has taken
its total India net collection to Rs
44.42 crore. Its total India gross
collection currently stands at Rs
52.86 crore. The film is also play-
ing across 9,015 shows on Day 2.
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Its nationwide occupancy has
reached around 53%.Batwara
1947 Box Office Collection Day 2
Sunny Deol’s Batwara 1947 has
also recorded better numbers on
Saturday compared to its opening
day. The film has earned Rs 8.88
crore in India so far on Day 2, as
of Saturday evening.

The film collected Rs 5.75 crore
on Day 1, taking its total India net
collection to Rs 14.63 crore so far.
Its total India gross collection
stands at Rs 17.32 crore. Batwara
1947 is currently running across
7,221 shows and has recorded
around 33% occupancy.
Awarapan 2 Vs Batwara 1947:
Box Office BreakdownDay
Awarapan 2 Collection (India
Net) Batwara 1947 Collection
(India Net)

Day 1 (1st Friday)
Cr Rs 5.75 Cr
Day 2 (1st Saturday) R S
22.42 Cr (early estimates)

Rs 8.88 Cr (early estimates)

Total Rs 44.42Cr R S
14.63CrData Source: Sacnilk
Independence Day Holiday

Rs 22

1947

Boosts Both Films

The August 15 holiday has helped
both movies increase their audi-
ence. Awarapan 2, which had
fewer shows than Batwara 1947
on the opening day, has now been
allotted more shows.The national
holiday has also helped ticket
sales across theatres. However,
Awarapan 2 is seeing a much
stronger response, with its occu-
pancy reaching 53% compared to
Batwara 1947°s 33%. The two
films could see another boost on
Sunday as audiences get the bene-
fit of the extended
weekend.Awarapan 2 Eyes Rs 50
CroreWith its current two-day
collection of Rs 44.42 crore,
Awarapan 2 is now close to the Rs
50 crore mark in India. If the film
maintains its strong pace through
the remaining Saturday shows and
Sunday, it could cross the mile-
stone very soon.

Batwara 1947 is also expected to
grow over the weekend after
recording better numbers on
Saturday. The film has crossed Rs
14 crore in India net so far and
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