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Successful Hyderabad Investor
Meet under ‘Global Rajasthan
Agritech Meet (GRAM) —2026’

Hyderabad:In a significant |
move towards establishing
Rajasthan as a global hub for
agricultural innovation,
agritech investment, and a
technology-driven agricultur-
al economy, the Department
of Ag riculture, Gover nment
of Rajasthan, in collaboration
with Rajasthan Found ation
and the Fede ration of Indian
Cha mbers of Commerce and E”
Industry (FICCI), successful-
ly organised the Hyderabad
Investor Meet under the banner of
‘Global Rajasthan Agritech Meet
(GRAM)- 2026’ at Hotel Park
Hyatt, Banjara Hills, Hyderabad.
Also Read - Special Bike Rally
Marks World Thalassemia Day
The event was attended by
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Rajasthan Shri  Bhajan Lal
Sharma, Hon’ble Minister for
Animal Husbandry and Dairy Shri
Joraram  Kumawat, Hon’ble
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Co-operation Shri
Gautam Kumar Dak, Additional
Chief Secretary, Industries &
Commerce Shri Shikhar Agarwal,
Principal Secretary, Agriculture &
Horticulture Ms. Manju Rajpal, R
ajasthan Foundation Commissio
ner Dr. Manisha Arora, A gricul-

ture Com missioner Shri Naresh

Kumar  Goyal, Horticulture
Commissioner Ms.  Shweta
Chauhan, Director General of

ICRISAT Dr. Himanshu Pathak,
Co-Chairman of the FICCI
National Agriculture Co mmittee
Shri Subroto Gees, President of
Rajasthan Hyderabad Chapter
Shri Pawan Bansal, and several
eminent representatives from the
industry including Ms. Bhagwati
Ba Idewa. Also Read - India’s
SEEDS Initiative To Strengthen
Trinidad's SME's Ecosystem One
of the major highlights of the
Hyderabadwas to showcase
Rajasthan’s immense potential in
agriculture, technology, innova-
tion, dairy, drone technology, dig-
ital agriculture, and investment
partnerships on a global platform.

Revanth Reddy Greets
Scientists, Innovators on
National Technology Day

Hyderabad: Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy on Monday
extended his greet-
ings on the occasion
of '‘National
Technology Day' to
all scientists, engi-
neers, researchers,
and inventors who
are paving the way
for progress and
inspiring future gen-
erations. The Chief
Minister stated that
the people's govern-
ment will fully sup-
port new innovations
in the technology sec-
tor to find solutions

to problems and over-
come future chal-
lenges. He expressed
hope that everyone
will strive to harness
technology
showcase
technological
ess to the world.The

aﬂ--

Chief Minister stated
that the people's gov-
ernment  will fully
support new innova-
tions in the technolo-

and gy sector to find solu-

India's tions to problems and

prow overcome future
challenges

PM Modi Attends
Amrit Mahotsav At
Somnath Temple

Gir Somnath (Gujarat):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday offered
prayers at the Somnath
Temple, one of the twelve
Jyotirlingas, partaking in the
Somnath Amrut Mahotsav,
marking 75 years since the B
inauguration of the restored W&
Somnath Temple by India's |

first President, Dr Rajendra [l

Prasad. The Prime Minister
also paid tribute to the statue
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel in
Gir Somnath during his road-
show in Somnath before entering
the temple premises. Also Read -
55 AAP MLAs Meet Sunita, Say
Jailed Kejriwal Should Not
Resign Earlier in the day, he held
a roadshow en route to the
Somnath Temple, which wit-
nessed a large turnout of support-
ers, with tight security arrange-
ments deployed across key points
in the city.Narendra Modi is visit-
ing Gujarat to attend the Somnath
Amrit Mahotsav and inaugurate
Sardar Dham in Vadodara,
Gujarat Deputy Chief Minister
Harsh Sanghavi said on May 9.
Sanghavi told ANI, "Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is arriv-
ing in Jamnagar on the night of
the 10th. The people of Jamnagar
are gathering to welcome the
respected Prime Minister, who

has led the BJP to a resounding

victory in various states across the
country."He further expressed the
excitement people have about
their scheduled visit."Everyone is
filled with enthusiasm and excite-
ment. He will arrive in Somnath
on the morning of the 11th for the
Somnath Amrit Mahotsav. A road
show has been planned for the PM
in Somnath, followed by darshan
and puja of Lord Shiva. The
Prime Minister will be present at
the inauguration of the Sardar
Dham in Vadodara that evening.
Following the inauguration cere-
mony, the people of Vadodara are
preparing to welcome the Prime
Minister. They have also organ-
ised a mega road show. All of
Gujarat is eager to welcome the
Prime Minister," said Deputy CM.

Ponnam Denies Vendetta Politics
against Bandi Sanjay’s Son

Hyderabad: The
Telangana government is
not acting with any

vendetta against the son of
Union Minister of State
for Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay  Kumar, BC
Welfare Minister Ponnam
Prabhakar clarified on
Monday. “As a Union
Minister, you should have
been the first to seek a fair
and transparent inquiry
into the allegations made
against your son. Instead
of claiming there is a con-
spiracy against you and
trying to gain sympathy,
you should cooperate with
the investigation,” he said.
Also Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops Cyberabad
Crime in 2025 “The ques-
tions are simple: Did the
girl meet or not? Was your
son in contact with the girl
or not? These are the facts
that must be established,”
he said. “Before making
political accusations, you

must first prove your inno-

cence. As the Union
Minister of State for Home
Affairs, you should set an
example by allowing the
law to take its own
course,” Prabhakar said.
The Telangana govern-
ment has no discrimina-
tion against anyone. It is
the responsibility of the

government to protect the
daughters of Telangana. In

such matters, the
Telangana  government
stands  firmly  with

theWhenever such allega
victim and will ensure that
the women and girls of
Telangana feel protected
and reassured. Also Read -
DLRL Invites B.E, B.Tech

Students for
Internships The
Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy
has spoken to the
Director-General
of Police C V
Anand and
ordered a thor-
ough inquiry.
The investigation
is being conduct-
ed by a woman
DCP officer. “No
matter how pow-
erful they may be
those found
guilty cannot
1 escape the law,”
the  MiniWhen
ever such allegaster said,
adding that the Chief
Minister has personally
directed the DGP to ensure
that the investigation is
impartial and free from
any external pressure.
Also Read - AP Farmer
Held in Shameerpet for
Selling BT-3 Cotton Seeds

There will be no political
interference and no devia-
tion in the course of the
inquiry. If any wrongdoing
has taken place, strict
action will be taken
against those responsible.
Bringing BC politics into
this issue is neither appro-
priate nor necessary. If
anyone uses power or
influence to obstruct the
investigation, democracy
will not tolerate it.
Whenever such allega-
tions arise and personal
credibility comes into
question, one sWhenever
such allegahould step for-
ward and seek a fair
inquiry. Whenever such
allegaAs directed by the
Chief Minister, the police
have been instructed to
conduct a complete and
impartial investigation so
that the guilty are identi-
fied and punished strictly
in accordance with the
law, he added.

Start Probe Into Bagirath's Case
Immediately: Revanth Tells DGP

Hyderabad:

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy directed DGP C V
Anand to immediately
begin investigation into
Bandi Bageerath's case
registered in Pet
Basheerabad police sta-
tion. He asked the DGP
why action has not been
initiated till now when the
complaint was filed on
May 8. Reportedly, the
DGP told the CM that the
police cadre was busy in
providing bandobust and
making arrangements for
the PM's visit to

Bandi Sanjay Urges Telangana
Govt to Promote Work-From-
Home Wherever Feasible

Hyderabad: Union
Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar on
Monday said the
Telangana govern-
ment should actively
encourage work-
from-home options
wherever feasible.
“We request Chief

Minister A Revanth N

Reddy and IT
Minister Sridhar

using metro rail serv-

~

Telangana Reportedly, the
DGP told the CM that the
police cadre was busy in
providing bandobust and
making arrangements for
the PM's visit to
Telangana. He also
explained the case details
to the CM

Q“

for postponing the

also
explained the
case details to
the CM. The
CM directed
the DGP to
form multiple
teams to con-
duct a thor-
ough inquiry into the
case.Several social media
users are now accusing the
Congress government of
failing to act in line with
those statements. Many
have targeted the Chief
Minister  for  making
strong promises but not

following them  with
action.Observers are also
drawing comparisons with
Karnataka, where the
Congress government
arrested former JDS MP
Prajwal Revanna in con-
nection with sexual assault
allegations. Prajwal Reva
nna is the grandson of for-
mer Prime Minister HD
Deve Gowda.The former
MP was arrested soon
after arriving from Germ
any in 2024. A court later
sentenced him to life
imprisonment, and he is
currently in jail.Social

media users are question-
ing why the Telangana
government has not taken
similar action despite the
political sensitivity of the
case.“In Karnataka, the
government functions
independently. In
Telangana, many feel the
Congress government is
operating under the BJP’s
shadow,” said X user
Sridhar Yalala.Narendra
Modi’s programme in
Hyderabad on Sunday and
referring to him as a good
friend.

Naidu Seeks Centre's Help For
Completion of Polavaram Before
Godavari Pushkarams In 2027

Babu to hold discus-
sions with companies
on the suggestions
given by the Prime
Minister  Narendra
Modi considering the
present global con-
cerns and the need to
limit fuel usage,” he
said in a post on ‘X’.
Also Read - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025 Sanjay post
assumed significance
after Modi on Sunday
called for judicious
use of fuel, postpone-
ment of gold purchas-
es and foreign travel,
among other meas-
ures, to strengthen
the economy.
Addressing a public
meeting organised by
the Telangana BJP
here, he suggested
reducing petrol and
diesel consumption,

ices In cities, carpool-
ing, increased use of
electric vehicles
(EVs), utilising rail-
way services for par-
cel movement, and
working from home
to conserve foreign
exchange amid the
crisis in West Asia.
Also Read - DLRL
Invites B.E, B.Tech
Students "We request
Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy and
IT Minister Sridhar
Babu to hold discus-
sions with companies
on the suggestions
given by the Prime
Minister  Narendra
Modi considering the
present global con-
cerns and the need to
limit fuel usage,” he
saidfor Internships
Stressing the need to
save foreign
exchange due to the
crisis, Modi called

purchase of gold and
foreign travel for one

year. "We have to
save foreign exch
ange by any means,"
he said, adding that
due to the West Asia
conflict, prices of
petrol and fertilisers
had increased signifi-
cantly. When there is
pressure on the sup-
ply chain, difficulties
increase despite vari-
ous government mea
sures to address the
"Thsis, keeping the
country above all
else, we have to take
resolutions," he
added. "We got into
work-from-home,
virtual meetings,
video conferencing,
and many other meth-
ods during Covid-19.
We got used to them.

Amaravathi:

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
urged Union Jal
Shakti minister C.R.
Patil to clear all
issues and extend
cooperation for com-
pletion of the
Polavaram project by
2027, before the
Godavari Naidu
urged the Central
minister to withdraw
the Stop Work orders
issued in 2011 as
public opinion collec-
tion on the project
was  pendin in
Odisha and Chha ttis-
garh. Thiswill help in
completion of the
works uninterrupted-

The need of the hour 1Y, he _saidPushk

is to resume those arams.  The CM

methods." Modi said  briefed the Union
| H o

minister in  New
Delhi that he had per-
sonally visited the
project five times till
now and wanted the
completion of the
reservoir that can
hold water upto 41.15
metres, in the first
phase. Also Read -
Palnadu: 2 Die After
Allegedly Drinking
Spurious Liquor In
Belt Shop The new
diaphragm wall was
completed by April 2,
2026. The earth-cum-
rock fill dam works at
the Gap-1 and Gap-2
are being carried out
at a faster pace, he
informed. Naidu
urged the Central
minister to withdraw
the Stop Work orders
issued in 2011 as pu

blic opinion collec-
tion on the project
was pending in Odi
sha and Chhattisgarh.

This will help in
completion of the
works uninterrupted-
ly, he said. He also
informed that the
capacity of the left
and right canals has
been increased to
17,500 cusecs basing
on the requirement.
He also  sought
release of funds nec-
essary for taking up
other works relating
to the project. Naidu
also discussed fund
relase under Har Khet
Ko Pani scheme,
increasing the heigh
of Almatti dam,
Upper Krishna
Project Phase - 111



TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2026

Prime Accused Nithyananda
Reddy Surrenders Before Police

YSR Kadapa:

n a significant develop-
ment In the sensational
murder case of local
realtor Pedda Dastagiri,
former Kadapa deputy
mayor and YSRCP
leader Bandi Nityananda
Reddy, the  prime
accused,  surrendered
before the District
Superintendent of Police
on Monday. Nityananda
Reddy had been
absconding for the past
20 days. The YSR
Kadapa police had
launched a manhunt
across Andhra Pradesh
and neighbouring states,
and a look-out notice
was also issued against
him. The YSRCP leader
arrived at the District
SP's office, accompa-
nied by his lawyer, and
surrendered. Police sub-
sequently took him into
custody and shifted him
to another location. Also
Read - Naidu Seeks
Centre's  Help For
Completion of
Polavaram Before
Godavari Pushkarams In
2027 Pedda Dastagiri, a

resident of

Alamkhanpalle,  was
murdered on April 7th,
2026, near the Rajiv
Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) prem-
ises. There are wide-
spread allegations that
Nityananda Reddy was
behind the crime, with
the murder reportedly
stemming from disputes

over land dealings
between the two. Police
who had conducted

raids, seized key docu-
ments and registration
papers pertaining to

lands valued at approxi-
mately Rs 100 crore

from Nityananda
Reddy’s residence.
Police  suspect the

motive behind the mur-
der involved significant
land disputes, financial
transactions, and politi-
cal factors. Also Read -
Ajay Bhalla, Naidu Call
on Amit Shah Earlier,
Kadapa Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Venkateswarlu was
transferred  following
allegations of failure in
maintaining law and

Lo .

order and charges of cor-
ruption. He was also
accused of failing to
control clashes between
two groups in
Alamkhanpalle, which
had led to Dastagiri’s
murder. As per police
reports, the  other
accused in the murder
had taken shelter at
Nityananda  Reddy’s
house after committing
the crime. Kadapa police
have already arrested 11
people in connection
with the case.

Amaravati to Get Punggol-style
Integrated Township: Nara Lokesh

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh Minister for
Edu cation, IT and

Electronics Nara Lokesh
on Monday said the pro-
posed integrated town-
ship in Amaravati mod-
elled on Singapore's
Punggol district Is set to
become a model urban
development project for
the country. Lokesh par-
ticiﬁated in a meeting
with representatives of
the Joint Implementation
Steering Committee
(under Singapore's
Ministry of Trade and
Industry during his visit
to Singapore today. Also
Read - Naidu Seeks
Centre's  Help For
Completion of
Polavaram Before
Godavari Pushkarams In
2027 "The proposed
integrated township in
Amaravati, inspired by
Singapore's  Punggol
model, is envisioned to
become a benchmark
urban development proj-
ect for Andhra Pradesh
as well as the country,"
said Lokesh in an offi-
cial press release.

According to him, the
state government aims to
develop the Amaravati
Economic Region in the
best possible manner
with Singapore's sup-
ort, and Amaravati now
as national legal validi-
ty as the state capital,
which will further boost
investor confidence in
the region. Also Read -
Pedda Dastagiri Case:

Nithyananda Reddy
Surrenders Before
Police The minister

urged the Joint Imple
entation (JIWC) to expe-
dite procedures for the
integrated township
project while securing
support from the World
Bank for its implementa-
tion. Lokesh noted that
Andhra Pradesh had
already issued notifica-
tions Inviting Requests

for Proposals

(RFPs) from inter-

ested partners for

the development

of the Amaravati

Economic Region.

He asked the

Singapore side to

explore opportuni-

ties to facilitate
trade access between
Andhra Pradesh and
Southeast Asian and
East Asian countries
through Singapore. Also
Read - Ajay Bhalla,
Naidu Call on Amit
Shah The minister said
Andhra Pradesh aims to
emerge as a global
Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences and
Exhibitions (MICE) des-
tination on Conferences
and the lines of
Singapore and would
study the Suntec City
model for establishing
similar infrastructure in
the state. Lokesh further
said Andhra Pradesh
would continue utilising
Singapore's expertise in
strengthening Real Time
Governance and assured
support for companies

willing to invest in the
state. Also Read - Vizag:
Newlywed Woman Dies
By Suicide Over Alleged
Torture Consultations on
the implementation of
the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
signed between Andhra
Pradesh and Singapore
are being conducted
every month through
working groups, said the
press release. He noted
that six Andhra Pradesh
Ministers recently
attended training ses-
sions in Singapore under
the Singapore-Andhra
Pradesh ~ Governance
Excellence (SAGE) pro-
gramme, while 37 gov-
ernment teachers also
completed training pro-
grammes there. The
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment had signed an
MoU with Singapore in
November last year cov-
ering integrated town-
ship development, the
Amaravati  Economic
Region and digital trans-
formation initiatives,
including Real Time
Governance.

Mercury set to soar as heatwave
likely returns in Telangana

Hyderabad: Telangana
is bracing for a renewed
heatwave, as the India
Meteorological Depa
ment (IMD), Hyderabad
forecasts a significant
temperature surge across
the state starting this
week.While scattered
thunderstorms provided
a temporary break, the
IMD’s Sunday evening
weather forecast warns
of a ‘gradual rise’ in
maximum temperatures
by 2 degree Celsius to 3
degree Celsius over the
next three to four days.

Isolated light to moder-
ate rain and thunder-
storms, accompanied by
gusty winds of 30-40
kmph, will likely persist
on Monday in districts
including Adilabad,
Hyderabad, Khammam,
and Nalgonda. However,
by Tuesday, dry weather
is expected to prevail
across the entire state,
effectively ending the
cooling effect of the
recent rain.The northern

i

districts
Adilabad, Nirmal, and
Nizamabad are expected
to feel the brunt of the

mercury,  which s
expected to  range
between 41 degree

Celsius and 44 degree
Celsius.By the middle of
the coming week, the
high-temperature
‘orange alert’ zone is
expected to expand
southward and west-
ward. Major centers
including Hyderabad,
Rangareddy, Vikarabad,
and Mahabubnagar are
projected to transition

including

from the present 36 to 40
degree Celsius to the
higher 41 degree Celsius
and 44 degree Celsius
range by Wednesday.

Meanwhile, eastern dis-
tricts like Bhadradri
Kothagudem and
Mulugu are forecast to
stay slightly cooler,
maintaining  tempera-
tures between 36 and 40.
In the last 24 hours (till
8:30 am on Sunday),
Adilabad recorded the
state’s highest tempera-
ture at 40.5 degree
Celsius (1.6°C below
normal), followed close-

ly by Nizamabad at 40.4
while Khammam and
Nalgonda both reached
the 40 degree Celsius.

In the capital, the
GHMC area continued
to witness a relatively
low 36.4 degree Celsius
at Begumpet, while
Dundigal recorded 37.6
and Medak witnessed 38
degree Celsius. As the
dry spell takes hold on
Tuesday, the maximum
temperatures in Greater
Hyderabad are expected
to climb rapidly and
range between 41 and 44
degree Celsius.
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Prajwal Revanna case com-
parison puts Telangana
Congress under pressure

Hyderabad: The
Congress government in
Telangana is facing criti-
cism over what many
describe as selective
action in certain cases.
The criticism comes
despite Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy stating
in the Assembly that the
law would apply equally
to film stars and politi-
cians.The government’s
handling of the POCSO
case involving Union
Minister of State for
Home Affairs Bandi
Sanjay Kumar’s son,
Bandi Sai Bageerath,
has triggered strong
reactions. Many are
questioning why no
arrest has been made
even three days after a
case was registered at
the Pet Basheerabad
police station.In Dec
ember 2024, the Chief
Minister had referred to
the Sandhya Theatre
stampede case in the
Assembly and asked
whether film stars and
politicians were entitled
to special treatment that
shielded them from legal
action.Several  social
media users are now

| |

accusing the Congress
government of failing to
act in line with those
statements. Many have

targeted the  Chief
Minister for making
strong promises but not
following them with
action.Observers  are
also drawing compar-
isons with Karnataka,
where the Congress gov-
ernment arrested former
JDS MP Prajwal
Revanna in connection
with sexual assault alle-
gations. Prajwal
Revanna is the grandson

of former Prime
Minister HD Deve
Gowda.The former MP
was arrested soon after
arriving from Germany
in 2024. A court later
sentenced him to life
imprisonment, and he is
currently in jail.Social
media users are ques-
tioning why the Telan
gana government has not
taken similar action
despite the political sen-
sitivity of the case.“In
Karnataka, the govern-
ment functions inde-
pendently. In Telangana,

many feel the Congress
government is operating
under the BJP’s shad-
ow,” said X user Sridhar
Yalala.Some users also
criticised the Chief
Minister for sharing the
stage with Bandi Sanjay
Kumar during Prime
Minister Narendra Mo
di’s programme in
Hyderabad on Sunday
and referring to him as a
good friend.“This is the
threshold point.. And
this is the end of Co
ngress in Telangana,” st
Rohit another X user.

Sports Hostel To
Remain In Kurnool:

Amaravathi

Industries minister TG
Bharath said the coali-
tion government in
Andhra Pradesh is giv-
ing top priority to sports.
He said that Sports
Hostel would not be
shifted to any other
place and would be
established in Kurnool
only. The Kurnool
Stadium would be devel-
oped on par with inter-
national standards, he
said. People exercising
everyday are likely to
work 10x times more

enthusiastically in life,
he said and added that
facilities for exercising

would be provided in
parks. Bharath, accom-
panied by MP B.

Nagaraju, SAAP chair-
man Ravi Naidu visit-
ed the summer coach-
ing camp being held in
Kuarnool. Discussing
the development of
sports, he said that
TGV Grouup had been
promoting sports in a
big way for
decades.People exer-
cising everyday are
likely to work 10x
times more enthusiasti-
cally in life, he said
and added that facilities
for exercising would be
provided in parks

MP CM releases two Botswana
cheetahs into open forest at Kuno

Sheopur: Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav on

Monday released two
female cheetahs brought
from Botswana into the
open forest area of Kuno
National Park after they
completed their quaran-
tine and acclimatisation
period, marking another
milestone under India’s
ambitious ‘Project
Cheetah’.The two chee-
tahs, named (for identifi-
cation) as CCV-2 and
CCV-3, were released
near the banks of the
Kuno River in Sheopur
district. The animals
were among nine chee-
tahs — six females and
three males — brought
from  Botswana in
February this year under
the third international
phase  of  ‘Project
Cheetah.”Chief Minister
Yadav also toured Kuno
National Park after the
cheetahs were released.
New and Renewable
Energy Minister Rakesh
Shukla and Madhya
Pradesh Forest De vel-
opment  Corporation
Chairman  Ramniwas
Rawat were also accom-
panied him.Speaking on
the occasion, Chief
Minister Yadav said
Madhya Pradesh has
provided a suitable and

secure environment for
the rehabilitation of
cheetahs  and has
emerged as the leading
centre for the conserva-
tion initiative in the
country.“The land of
Madhya Pradesh has
provided a favourable
environment for chee-
tahs and has played an
important role in their
rehabilitation, making
them a part of its fami-
ly,” Yadav said. He
added that the cheetah
reintroduction pro-
gramme launched by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi nearly three-and-
a-half years ago is pro-
gressing  successfully
and rapidly.“Today, the

cheetah rehabilitation
project in the country is
moving ahead success-
fully with rapid
progress. Madhya
Pradesh is setting new
milestones in this impor-
tant initiative,” the Chief
Minister added.

The Botswana cheetahs
had been kept in con-
trolled enclosures since
February to help them
adapt to local climatic
and ecological condi-
tions before their release
into the open forest.
According to Kuno’s
official statement, the
addition of the Botswana
cheetahs has increased
the total number of chee-
tahs in India, including

cubs born in the country,
to 57.0f these, 54 are
currently  housed in

Kuno National Park,
while three are in the
Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary.
Earlier phases of the
project saw the arrival of
eight cheetahs from
Namibia on September
17,2022, followed by 12
cheetahs from South
Africa in 2023. The
Centre’s ambitious
‘Project Cheetah’ aims
to restore the endan-
gered species in India,
Increase its population,
and eventually prepare
the animals for free
hunting and roaming in
the wild.
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CM Vijay, Ministers And Newly Elected MLASs
Take Oath In Tamil Nadu Assembly

Chennai: A day after tak-
ing oath as the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu,
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) chief C Joseph
Vijay on Monday took
oath as a Member of the
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) during the first
session of the newly con-
stituted 17th Tamil Nadu
Assembly.Along with CM
Vijay, nine other minis-
ters, former chief minis-
ters, including Edappadi K
Palaniswami and newl
elected MLAs also too
the oath of office in the
Assembly. Pro-Tem
Speaker M V Karuppaiah
administered the oath of
office.The Assembly pro-
ceedings for oath-taking
of MLAs commenced at
9.30 AM with a brief
introduction by the Pro-
Tem Speaker. The Chief
Minister was the first to
take oath as an MLA, and
nine ministers including,
N Anand and Aadhav
Arjuna later took the oath
as MLAs.Following this,
DMK legislature party

leader and former Deputy

Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin, for-
mer  Chief  Ministers
AIADMK leader
Edappadi Palan iswa
Panneersel vam, AIA

DMK members incl uding
Agri Krishnamurthy and
K P Anbalagan were
among those who took
oath as legislators

Vijay was sworn in as the
MLA from the Perambur
Assembly constituency,
which he retained after
winning  from  both
Perambur and Trichy East
in the elections. Following
his decision to continue as
the representative from
Perambur, he resigned
from the Trichy East seat,
paving the way for a by-
election there.

In the recently concluded
assembly elections, Vijay's
TVK party emerged as the
single largest party in the
234-member House and
later formed the govern-
ment with the support of
alliance partners.
Addressing the House dur-

ing the proceedings, Pro-
tem Speaker Karuppaiah
congratulated the newly
elected members and
called upon them to work
with dedication for the
welfare of the people. He
said that despite several
hardships and obstacles,
the new leadership had

overcome challenges and
earned the trust of the peo-
ple. “The public has elect-
ed us to serve them. Every
member must understand
this responsibility and
work sincerely for the
people,” he said.Karu ppa-
iah further stated that the
new government should

member must understand
function by following the
ideals and principles of
leaders such as Periyar,
Kamarajar, Velu Nachiyar
and Anjalai Ammal, while
also upholding rationalist
and social justice values in
governance. (With agency
Inputs)

Five Gujarati Tourists Among Six Killed As
Car Falls Into Gorge In Himachal Pradesh

Chamba: Six persons
were Killed and four others
injured after the vehicle
they were travelling in
veered off the road and
plunged into a 300-foot-
deep gorge near Kakira
Ghar in Tunuhatti area

along the  Chamba-
Pathankot National
Highway in Himachal

Pradesh’'s Chamba district
during the early hours of
Monday.Among the vic-
tims were five tourists
from Guijarat and driver of
the vehicle. According to
police, the accident
occurred at around 3 am
amid heavy rainfall when
an Innova taxi was travel-
ing from Dharamshala to
Dalhousie. The driver
allegedly lost control and
the vehicle skid off the
road and fell into the
gorge. The vehicle was
carrying nine tourists from
Gujarat, who had hired an
Innova for  sightseei

ng.Upon hearing a loud
crash following the acci-
dent, local residents alert-
ed the police and the
administration. Subsequ
ently, police teams,
administrative officials,
and relief and rescue
teams rushed to the scene

and launched a rescue
operation along  with
locals amid the darkness
and rain. The rescue
efforts faced significant
difficulties due to the tor-
rential downpour. Finally,
all the injured passengers
were successfully

retrieved from the gorge.

The injured were immedi-
ately rushed to the hospi-
tal, where after prelimi-

nary treatment, four
tourists who were in criti-
cal  condition  were

referred to the Tanda
Medical College for fur-

ther care.Chamba
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Vijay Kumar Saklani
also arrived at the scene
and an investigation was
initiated into the accident.
Preliminary probe
revealed that the vehicle is
from Mandi district.
Chamba SP Vijay Kumar
Saklani said, "The police
have registered a case and
have begun investigating
the causes of the accident.
Efforts are currently
underway by the adminis-
tration to inform the fami-
lies of the deceased and
the injured."Locals said
the accident was caused
due to the adverse weather
conditions and slippery
roads but the lives could
have been saved had there
been a parapet. Police
were seen transporting the
bodies to the hospital for
postmortem in a pickup
truck instead of an ambu-
lance, they added.

Madhya Pradesh: Damoh Municipal
Council Carries Unclaimed Body With
Garbage, Buries In Disposal Ground

Damoh: A deceased per-
son was denied the dignity
of a respectful funeral in
the Tendukheda Nagar
Parishad area  under
Damoh district of Madhya
Pradesh, when, on Sunday
evening, his body was
transported in a garbage
trolley and buried under
municipal waste at the dis-
posal ground. With the
Chief Municipal Officer
(CMOQO) of the Nagar
Parishad claiming to have
no knowledge of the inci-
dent, questions are now
being raised regarding the
council's operational pro-
tocols.The disturbing
image from Tendukheda
emerged 4-5 days after the
body was spotted in the
forest near the village of
Bagdari. Upon receiving
information, police arrived
at the scene, took custody
of the body, and attempted
to identify it. When the
identity could not be
established, the body was
officially declared
"unclaimed".Garbage-
filled Trolley UsedOn
Sunday evening, employ-
ees of the Nagar Parishad
transported the unidenti-
fied body to the municipal
waste disposal ground,

located near Sandipani
School and College in
Ward No. 9 on Khakariya
Road, and buried it. The
truly shameful aspect of
this incident is that the
trolley used to transport
the body already con-
tained a quantity of
garbage. The employees
did not even bother to take
the trouble of cleaning it
beforehand. The site

where the deceased was
buried serves as the Nagar

Parishad's designated
waste disposal ground. A
pit was dug at the very
location, and the body was
interred there.

Local resident Maharaj
Singh Sukhdev stated,
"Even if the body was
unclaimed, it was still that
of a human being. The
employees should have

treated it with dignity and
respect. People are now
questioning whether the
3uestioning whether the
ministration lacks any
alternative arrangements,
as such distressing ques-
tioning whether the scenes
are witnessed all too fre-
quently in this district.
Althougquestioning
whether the he district are
equipped with dedicated

hearse vehicles, why
guestioning  whether
the re unclaimed bod-
ies still being trans-
ported in garbage
trucks or trolle
Respondsinresponse to
the matter, Tendukheda
Town Inspector
Ravindra Bagri said, "I
had duly informed the
Nagar Parishad regard-
ing this matter," adding
that afterwards, the
Municipal Council
took custody of the
body, and their staff
buried. "The responsi-
bility for burying bod-
ies lies with the
Municipal Council. We
merely hand over the
body to them after
completing necessary
legal formalities," he
also said.Prem Singh
Chauhan, CMO of the
Municipal Council, said,
"l will speak with the
Municipal Inspector
regarding this matter. | am
currently unaware of the
details.” When asked,
SDO (Police) Archana
Ahir said, "The matter has
not come to my attention; |
am currently on leave.
Nevertheless, | will look
into it."
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Book Your French Black Stone
Mangoes, Priced At Rs 6,000 Per
Kg, From Bhopal’s BHEL Garden

Bhopal: If Japanese
Miyazaki mangoes
can create a buzz, can
French Black Stone
be far behind? For all
those mango lovers,
the season of king of
fruits is in and so is
the craze for this
newest entry - the
French Blackstone.
Though not as pricey
as the Miyazaki, this
one is no less expen-
sive, with one kilo-
gram costing almost
as much as two tolas
of silver. Call it a fad
or obsession of fruit
lovers, the rare
French mango vari-
ety, priced between
Rs 5,000 and Rs
6,000 per kg has
turned Jawahar
Udyan, an orchard
inside Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited
(BHEL) into an
unlikely hotspot for
exotic fruit enthusi-
asts.It has a distinct
aroma, unusual taste
and is produced in a
limited variety thus
marking advance
bookings even before
the fruits ripen.

Book Your French
Black Stone, Black
Gold Mangoes Priced
At Rs 6,000 Per Kg

From Bhopal’s
BHEL Garden
Jawahar Udyan,

BHEL's “The taste of
French Blackstone is
completely different
from Indian mangoes
and the fragrance is
special. People are
booking it in advance

because production is
limited and they want
to have a share of it,”

said  Ali, fondly
known as Dabi, who
has been taking care
of the orchard for the
last 10 to 15 years.
The BHEL garden
has only six trees of
the  French-origin
Black Stone and only
four have produced
fruits this season,
making it one of the
rarest attractions in
the Jawahar Udyan.
Home to nearly 1,700
to 1,800 mango trees
and more than 152
varieties  collected
from across India and
different parts of the
world, the orchard
was once a green
retreat only. Over the
years it has been
curated into a living
archive of rare mango
varieties from all
parts of the country.
Book Your French
Black Stone, Black
Gold Mangoes Priced
At Rs 6,000 Per Kg
From Bhopal’s
BHEL Garden

Book Your French

5 ki oy

t)From  Noorjahan
and Malda to Hapus,
Dasheri, Jafran and
Madhukamini, the
orchard has myriad
varieties which are
usually difficult to
find elsewhere.
"Noorjahan is always
in high demand since
it is considered one of
the best in sweetness
and aroma followed
by Malda. We also
have 17 to 18 types of
Dasheri," Ali says.
But among the most
popular Indian vari-
eties, another local
variety - the Black
Gold mango devel-
oped in Bhopal - has
a different popularity
base.Created by
grafting Kesar,
Badam, Dasheri and
Chausa  varieties,
Black Gold has
become popular for
an unusual reason.
“Its taste feels differ-
ent every day, and at
night its fragrance
spreads fast.
Sometimes  neigh-
bours come asking
which mango is cre-
ating such a strong

Bihar Watchman Stabbed To Death In
Nawada After Allegedly Exposing lllegal

Nawada: In a shock-
ing murder case from
Bihar’s Nawada dis-
trict, a village watch-
man was stabbed to
death near a police
station. The incident
took place in front of
Dhamoul police sta-
tion, under Pakrib
arawan block, on
Sunday, around 8.30
pm.Watchman,
Jitendra Paswan,
posted at Kadirganj
police station and a
resident of Berami
village, was on his
way home after duty
when around a dozen
miscreants attacked
him with sticks and
rods near Berami
Mor.The attackers
allegedly stabbed him
multiple times in the
abdomen and other
parts of the body dur-
ing the assault. As the
incident unfolded, a
police jeep arrived on
the scene and the
accused fled. Police
personnel then rushed
the injured watchman
to the hospital.
After the

Paswan was first
admitted to the
Community Health
Centre in
Pakribarawan. As his
condition worsened,
doctors referred him

attack,

Liquor Trade
\ :

A i

to Pawapuri VIMS
and later to Patna
Medical College and
Hospital (PMCH),
where he died during
treatment late Sunday
night.Liquor Mafia
Suspected  Behind
MurderLocal sources
said Paswan had
recently  informed
police about illegal
liqguor  sales in
Turkawan village. It
is suspected he was
targeted over this tip-
off. The murder alle-
gation has been lev-
elled against Rampat
Kumar,  soOfficer
(SHO) Ranjan
Chaudhary con-
firmed the incidentn
of Anandi Yadav,
who, along with his
associates, allegedly
carried out the attack.
Pakribarawan police
station Station House
Officer (SHO)
Ranjan  Chaudhary
confirmed the inci-
dent and said a foren-
sic science laboratory
(FSL) team had been

called toOfficer
(SHO) Ranjan
Chaudhary con-
firmed the incident
investigate the

case.The SHO said,
“Jitendra Paswan was
returning home after
duty from Dhamoul

Ly

police station when
Rampat Kumar and
four others suddenly
attacked him. He was
stabbed and later died
during treatment in
the hospital. Raids
are being conducted
to arrest the accused.
”Questi ons Raised
Over Police Inaction
The victim’s wife
alleged that the ac
cused had threatened
to kill her husband
around six months
ago. She claimed a
written complaint had
been submitted to the
olice at that time,
ut no action was
taken.She  alleged
that if police had
acted earlier, the mur-
der could have been
prevented. After the
incident, angry vil-

lagers allegedly
attacked a police
vehicle, escalating

tension in the area.
The murdOfficer (SH
0O) Ranjan Chaudhary
confirmed the inci-
denter sparked local
panic, with residents
questioning the
police’s effectiveness
and wondering why
no action had been
taken on the threat
complaint filed six
months prior.
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'One Kerala Story
Communalists Should Note':
Tharoor Hails State As Model

Of Communal Harmony

Thiruvananthapuram:
Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor has said that
one "Kerala Story" from
the recent election
results that communal-
ists should note is that a
Muslim majority con-
stituency elected a Chr
istian, a Hindu majority
constituency elected a
Muslim, and a Christian
majority  constituency
elected a Muslim. The
MP  from  Thiruvan
anthapuram asserted that
Kerala remains a model
of communal harmony, a
state where people see
human beings first and
caste or religion later.
"One Kerala Story from
the recent election
results that communal-
ists should note: a
Muslim majority con-
stituency,  Thavanur,
elected a Christian, VS
Joy; a Hindu majority
constituency,

A
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Kalamassery, elected a

Muslim.  VE Abdul
Gafoor, and a Christian
majority constituency,
Kochi, elected a
Muslim,  Muhammed
Shiyas," Tharoor said in
a post religion later,”
Tharoor said.The
remarks came as the
Congress-led  United
Democratic Front (UDF)
began the process of
forming the government
after  registering a
sweeping victory in the
Kerala Assembly elec-

tions. The UDF secured

102 seats out of 140
seats in the Assembly
elections, with the
Congress emerging as
the single largest party
with 63 seats. With this
victory, the 10-year rule
of the Left government
has also come to an end.
Meanwhile, Congress
MLA-elect VD
Satheesan held a road-
show in his Paravur con-
stituency on Wednesday
following his victory in
the Assembly polls.

Accompanied by a large
number of party workers
and supporters,
Satheesan greeted peo-
ple during the proces-
sion. Satheesan won the
Paravur seat with 78,658
votes, defeating CPI(M)
candidate ET Taison
Master by a margin of
20,600 votes. He is
being considered one of
the frontrunners for the
Chief Minister's post
along withmmittee
(KPCC) is set Thursday
in Thiruvanan expected
to attend the meeting,
where discussions on the
Chief Ministerial face
are likely to take place.
Earlier, KC Venugopal
and Ramesh Chennithala
met Congress
Parliamentary Party
Chairperson Sonia
Gandhi in New Delhi as
consultations over gov-
ernment formation con-
tinued.

Exam Kicks Off In 13 Countries, Check

New Delhi: The CUET
UG 2026 examination,
conducted by the
National Testing Agency
(NTA), commenced in
India and 14 internation-
al cities across 13 coun-
tries on Monday (May
11).The examination,
which is being conduct-
ed in a Computer-Based
Test (CBT) mode, will
continue until May 31.
This year, 1,568,866
candidates have regis-
tered for CUET (UG),
involving a total of
6,756,321 test instances
and 12,906 unique sub-
ject combinations. The
examination is sched-
uled to take place over
21 days, across 35 shifts.
Exam In Two Shifts

From today, the exami-
nation will be held in
two shifts. A total of
124,020 students are
scheduled to appear on
the first day. The first
shift will involve 314
examination  centers,
63,247 students, and
examinations for eight
subjects. The second
shift will cover 281

Pak PM Announces

NTA S FuII Gwdellnes

& friendly food items if

examination  centers,
60,773 students, and
examinations for eight
subjects. On the first
day, examinations will
be held for the following

subjects: English,
Accountancy, Business
Studies,  Economics,
History, Political
Science, Chemistry,
Geography, Computer

Science, and Sociology.
Candidates have been
advised to report at the
centres two hours before
the commencement of
the exam and check their
shift timings in the

CUET UG 2026 hall
ticket. The gates will
close some 30 minutes
before the entry time.
NTA Guidelines

The NTA has issued
essential guidelines for
students. Candidates are
required to carry their
admit card along with
the self-declaration
form, two passport-size
photographs, an original
photo ID proof, a trans-
parent pen, and a trans-
parent water bottle to the
examination center.
Additionally, candidates
can take along diabetic-

Furthermore, stu-
' dents have been
advised to wear

light-colored cloth-

- pers, or low-heeled
footwear. The wear-
. ing of religious
threads or other
faith-related items is
- also permitted; how-
ever, candidates
must arrive early to
allow sufficient time
checks.Special Arra
ngements for PwD
CandidatesAll necessary
facilities, including the
provision of scribes and
extra time, have been
made available for PwD
(Persons with Disability)
and PwBD (Persons
with Benchmark
Disability) candidates.
The NTA has advised all
verify the details regard-
ing the examination city,
center, date, and shift
provided on their admit
cards, and to reach the
examination center
before the scheduled
reporting time.

0 Celebrate

May 10 As '"Marka-E-Haqg Day"
Every Year

Islamabad: Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif announced on
Sunday that May 10 will
be celebrated as 'Marka-
e-Haq Day' annually.
Addressing a ceremony
to mark the first anniver-
sary of 'Marka-e-Hag',
the name given by
Islamabad to last year's
four-day conflict with
India, Shehbaz also
claimed that Pakistani
armed forces gave a
"historic and befitting
response” to the enemy.
In  response to the
Pahalgam terror attack
in which 26 people,
mostly tourists, were
killed, India launched
Operation Sindoor on
May 7 last year, carrying
out airstrikes on nine ter-
ror infrastructures in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, elim-
inating at least 100 ter-
rorists.The action trig-
gered a rapid escalation
in tensions, with
Pakistan launching retal-
iatory strikes, though

M,

most of them were
thwarted by the Indian
military. The hostilities
ended with an under-
standing on halting the
military actions on May
10, 2025, following talks
over the hotline between
army officials of the two
sides.Addressing  the
event, PM Shehbaaz
applauded US President
Donald Trump for his
role in stopping the war.
He also thanked Saudi

Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman,
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, and
Chinese President Xi
Jinping for their diplo-
matic and political sup-
port during the conflict.
India maintains that the
understanding to stop
military actions was
reached directlport dur-
ing the conflict.

y between the two sides.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, President Zardari
said the battle demon-
strated what Pakistani
armed forces are capable
of when the country
stands behind them as
one.

A planned fly past was
aborted at the last
minute due to bad
weather. At the start of
the PM address, one
minute of silence was
observed for those killed
during the conflict.
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Uttarakhand Startup Stands Up For
The Heart, Portable ECG Device To

Dehradun: Arpit Jain,
23, was deeply troubled
by the death of his
friend."A friend of mine
ﬁassed away due to a
eart attack. When | vis-
ited the hospital, |
observed the heart-relat-
ed complications and the
expensive ECG (electro-
cardiogram) machines
used for their diagnosis.
As a result, we con-
ceived the idea of ??cre-
ating a portable device
that would be both easily
accessible and afford-
able for the general pub-
lic. This concept later
materialised as the
'Spandan’ device — a
significant solution to
this  problem,"” says
Arpit, who is from
Muzaffarnagar in neigh-
bouring UP, and belongs
to a middle-class family.
His parents are associat-
ed with the education
sector.Arpit, along with
his brother Rajat Jain,
21, who was pursuing
BTech at a renowned
private university in
Dehradun, and a few of
their peers, founded

Sunfox Technologies.
Focused on the intersec-
tion of healthcare and

technology, the team
developed a portable
device that effectively
eliminated the need for
bulky, heavy ECG
machines typically used
for diagnosing heart
conditions, thereby mak-
ing cardiac monitoring
accessible to everyone
— literally fitting it right
into their pockets. The
device connects to a
smartphone, enabling
anyone to easily monitor
heart-related issues.

The startup was
launched in 2016 — the
year when the
Government of India
launched the 'Startup

India' initiative, and the

Uttarakhand government
also began working
towards promoting new
innovations and ideas
under the state's startup
policy. Now, the first
startup to be officially
registered in
Uttarakhand is today
making a name for itself
as a major tech company
valued at Rs 500 crore.
From software to hard-
ware — everything is
‘Make in India' here.

Creation Of Portable
ECG Machinelnitially,
they referred to their
invention as a "Pocket
ECG". However, Rajat
Jain and his team even-
tually christened the
product "Spandan".
They successfully engi-
neered the portable

device as a compact, bat-
tery-operated unit that
enables any individual to
perform an ECG test
from anywhere, at any
time.They coducted
numerous trials to verify
the accuracy of the ECG
reports generated by the
device, testing it on a
wide range of individu-
als. From 2016 to 2021,
the product remained in
the research and devel-
opment phase.

In 2022, the Sunfox
Technologies Pvt Ltd
entered the market with
the mass production of
its portable ECG device.
Following its launch, the
product made an appear-
ance on the "Shark
Tank™ show, where it
received a 5-star rating,
along with securing
funding.Driven by its
uniqgue concept and
innovative technology,
the company, led by a
board of five directors,
has, as of today a work-
force of nearly 200
employees and is deliv-
ering Its services across
25 countries.

Make Tests Easy & Affordable
[ A

Suvendu Aide Chandranath Murder: 3
UP Shooters Arrested, Bihar Link And
Digital Trail Emerge In Probe

Patna/Kolkata:  The
West Bengal Police’s
special  Investigation
team (SIT) nabbed three
persons from Buxar dis-
trict in Bihar in an oper-
ation conducted on
Sunday night in the case
pertaining to the killing
of  chief minister
Suvendu Adhikari's aide
Chandranath Rath.
Local police officials
said that a team of their
counterparts from the
neighbouring state con-
ducted raids in Mufassil,
Navnagar and Sikraul
police station areas and
took four persons into
custody. They let go one
of them and whisked
away three identified as
Vishal Srivastava,
Mayank Mishra, and
Vicky Maurya.Though
there has been no offi-
cial confirmation of their
arrest so far, Buxar
superintendent of police
(SP) Shubham Arya
clarified about the raid.
"A team of the West
Bengal police had come.
It raided and detained
one Vishal Shrivastava.
The personnel took him
with them after complet-
ing the legal formalities.
The local police cooper-
ated in the matter,” Arya
said.Incidentally, ~ Sri
vastava is a history-shee
ter and has over 22 crim-
inal cases, including
those pertaining to mur-
der, robbery, kidnapping
and possession of illegal
firearms, registered
against him in Buxar
alone. The Bengal police
team took him into cus-
tody from Pandeypatti
village under Mufassil
police station area in the
district.Sources in the
police said that the
Bengal police have also
detained a few other sus-
pects from different
parts in Uttar Pradesh
and Jharkhand. They
added that the action
took place after the
police tracked a Unified
Payments Interface
(UPI) payment made by
Mayank at a toll booth at
Bally near Kolkata. Help
from mobile location
data and CCTV footage
were also taken.

Rath was gunned down
in his car near Doharia
Madhyamgram of the
North 24 Parganas dis-

trict of West Bengal on
May 6, barely 200
metres from his resi-
dence.  His  driver
Buddhadeb Bera was
also seriously injured in
the attack and is under-
going treatment in a hos-
pital. The murder was
decried by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) as a
political Killing. Rath, a
former air force official,
was with Suvendu as his
personal assistant for the
past two decades.
Meanwhile, sources in
Bengal told ETV Bharat
that the three arrested
suspects were brought to
Kolkata under tight
security and taken to
Bhabani Bhavan, the
state police headquar-
ters, where they were
interrogated.

The accused are expect-
ed to be produced before
a Barasat district court
on Monday, where
investigators will seek
police custody for fur-
ther questioning.
According to state police
sources, investigators
relied heavily on digital
evidence, transaction
records, and crime scene
clues to track down the
suspects. Officials said
multiple teams from the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) and
Special Task Force
(STF) are jointly investi-
gating the case from sev-
eral angles, including
contract killing, inter-
state criminal networks,
and potential links.UPI
Transaction Became A
Major Breakthrough
Investigators said a cru-
cial lead emerged from a
UPI transaction made at
the Bally toll plaza in
Howrah by the occu-
pants of the silver car
allegedly used in the

8 As

murder. The vehicle
reportedly crossed the
toll plaza shortly before
the attack.The digital
payment helped investi-
gators trace a mobile
number linked to one of
the suspects. CCTV
footage from the toll
plaza captured images of
the vehicle and its occu-
pants, providing investi-
gators with a key break-
through in the case.
Police sources said
investigators carefully
analysed toll plaza
records, CCTV footage,
vehicle movement pat-
terns, mobile tower loca-
tions and financial trans-
action data to recon-
struct the sequence of
events. Officials also
examined digital cog the
operation.d car and
motorcycles. Two
motorcycles linked to
the crime were later
recovered, one near the
crime scene and another
from Barasat, around 6
km away.Planned Assass
ination, Contract Killing
Angle Under Scanner
Investigators suspect the
murder was not a spon-
taneous crime but a pro-
fessionally  executed
contract killing planned
over several days. Police
believe the attackers
conducted  extensive
reconnaissance before
carrying out the opera-
tion.According to offi-
cials associated with the
probe, the assailants
carefully selected a spot
with limited CCTV cov-
erage and closely moni-
tored Rath's movements
before  the  attack.
Investigators said Rath
was returning home to
Madhyamgram in North
24 Parganas district
from a party programme
on the night of May 6

when his SUV was
intercepted near

-~ Doharia Lane, around

7 km from Kolkata air-

port.

Rath’s  vehicle
slowed after being
blocked by another
four-wheeler,  bike-
borne assailants who
had allegedly been tail-
ing his SUV for some
time opened fire from
close range.
Investigators said near-
Ly 10 rounds were fired

uring the attack. Rath
sustained multiple bul-
let injuries to his chest
and abdomen and died
on the spot. His driver,

Buddhadeb Bera, suf-

fered serious injuries

and was rushed to the
hospital, where he is said
to b rcovering steadily.

Plce later discovered

that the registration

plates on the four-wheel-
er used to block Rath's
vehicle, as well as those
on the motorcycles used
in the attack, were fake.

Officials also found that

the engine and chassis

numbers of the vehicles
had allegedly been tam-

pered with.
Investigators have iden-
tified the  weapon

allegedly used in the
murder as an Austrian-
made Glock 47X pistol,
a sopke passport rackets
and cross-border move-
ments, makln? the
region sensitive from a

intelligence perspectlve
Investigators are also
probing whether Rath's
alleged access to sensi-
tive files linked to cattle
smuggling and coal
mafia networks could
have been a possible
motive behind the Kkilli
ng.Political Shockwaves
After MurderThe mur-
der triggered massive
political uproar in West
Bengal as it occurred
just two days after the
BJP secured a landslide
victory in the Assembly
elections, ending the
Mamata Banerjee-led
government's  15-year
rule. Following the
Suvendu Adhikarid later
visited the crime scene.
Senior police officials,
including Director
General  of  Police
Siddhinath Gupta, also
reached the spot as
forensic teams began
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US Fires On Iranian Oil Tanker JK. )
As Trump Pressures Tehran For Ministers Meeting On Hormuz

Washington: The U.S.
military fired on an
Iranian  oil  tanker
Wednesday as President
Donald Trump sought to
pressure Tehran into
reaching a deal to end
the war. The Islamic
Republic said it was
reviewing the latest
American proposals.A
fighter jet shot out the
rudder of the tanker in
the Gulf of Oman as it
tried to breach the
American blockade of
Iran's ports, U.S. Central
Command said in a
social media post.The
attack occurred as Iran
and the U.S. are official-
ly in a ceasefire. Trump
threatened Tehran with a
new wave of bombing if
a deal is not reached that
includes opening the
critical Strait of Hormuz.
Trump posted on social
media that the two-
month war could soon
end and that oil and nat-
ural gas shipments dis-
rupted by the conflict
could restart. But he said
that depends on Iran
accepting a reported
agreement that the presi-
dent did not detail.

"If the don't agree, the
bombing starts,” Trump
wrote.Israel hits Beirut
for first time since last
month's ceasef
ireMeanwhile,  Israel
struck Beirut's southern
suburbs for the first time
since a  ceasefire
between Israel and the

Deal To End War

southern Lebanon.

The last strikes in Beirut
were on April 8, when a
series of massive Israeli
attacks killed more than
350 people. More than
2,500 have died in
Lebanon since fighting
began March 2, two days
after Israel and the U.S.
launched the war on
Iran.lIsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's office said
Wednesday's strike,
which came without
warning, targeted a com-
mander in Hezbollah's
Radwan Force.
Hezbollah did not imme-
diately comment.Trump

suggests U.S. might
force a deal with
TehranTrump insisted

Wednesday that Iranian
officials want to end the
war."We're dealing with

th president said.

He suggested that the
U.S. could ultimately
force a settlement.

"If they don't agree, the
bombing starts,” Trump
said on social media,
"and it will be, sadly, at a
much higher level and
intensity than it was
before."The White
House believes it is near
an agreement with Iran
0N a one-page memoran-
dum to end the war,
according to reporting
by Axios. There is no
deal yet, but provisions
include a moratorium on
Iranian uranium enrich-
ment, lifting of U.S.
sanctions, distribution of
frozen Iranian funds and
opening twhile affirming
its he strait for ships.The
White House did not
immediately respond to

Baghaei, told state TV
that Tehran had "strong-
ly rejected” U.S. propos-
als reported by Axios,
but that it was still
examining the latest
U.S. proposal.A shaky
ceasefire between the
U.S. and Tehran has
largely held since April
8. Pakistan hosted in-
person talks last month
between the two coun-
tries, buChina's close
economic

Trump is scheduled to
attend a high-profile
summit on May 14-15
with Chi"has not only
caused serious losses to
the Iranian people, but
also had a severe impact
on regional and global
peace."Athe  Chinese
Foreign Ministry's web-
site said China values
Iran's pledge not to pur-

; _ people that want to make questions about the pos- sue nuclear weapons
ngb%fghn b an?ill?tgno'l a deal very much, and sible agreement. A while affirming its
group was announced we'll see whether or not  spokesman ~ for the "legitimate right to the
April 17. Fighting has they can make a deal Iranian Foreign peaceful use of nuclear
continued since then in thats satisfactory to us,”  Ministry, Esmaeil energy."

Increasing Strength Of Parliament

To 850 A 'Joke', Says Tharoor

Washington: Increasing the
strength of Parliament's lower
house to 850 is a “joke”,
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor
has said, contending that it
would turn it into a 'desi’ version
of the Chinese People’s
Consultative Conference, which
was countered by BJP leaders.
Participating in the Stanford
India Conference 2026 in
California on Sunday, BJP
leader Tejasvi Surya argued that
delimitation was a “democratic
necessity” to ensure more
accountability from elected rep-
resentatives and termed it
“absurd” to allow composition
of Parliament to remain frozen in
time at 543 — the current strength
of the Lok Sabha.

“The 1971 population cannot
cater to a democracy of 140 crore
people in 2026,” Surya, the Lok
Sabha MP countered Tharoor,
who cited the example of the US
Congress which continues to have
a strength of 435 members since
1929.BJP leader K Annamalai
said the delimitation exercise was
a “%rand bargain” between the
north and south Indian states
before the outcome of the ongoing
Census is made public.
Annamalai, the former Tamil
Nadu BJP chief, said the total fer-
tility rate of Tamil Nadu was
among the lowest in India and
once the census numbers are
released, the north Indian states
would naturally deserve a larger
number of MPs.“Now this is a
grand bargain between the north
Indian states and south Indian
states to come to a definite con-
clusion to arrive at a number in
which nobody is losing,” he said.
The three leaders were participat-
ing in the session titled ‘India,
That Is Bharat: Growth,
Governance, and ldentity’ at the
two-day conference organised by
the Stanford India Policy and
Economic Club.Tharoor, the Lok
Sabha MP from Thiruvananthapu
ram, said a 850-member Lok
Sabha chamber will become a
“desi version of the Chinese

where you just stand up when the
great leader comes and thump
your desks”.

*You won’t have a chance to
speak, argue, debate anything.
850 is a joke,” Tharoor said.

He said that the US population
has tripled since 1929 and still the
strength of the US House of
Representatives has remained at
435 “pecause they recognise that
you cannot have a debating cham-
ber of 850”.Tharoor, a member of
the Congress Working
Committee, said that the issue of
women’s reservation cannot be
linked to delimitation and his
party was ready to support reserv-
ing one-third of the seats in the
Lok Sabha for women as a stand-
alone measure.

“Vote for it today. You can vote
for it immediately. Don’t link it to
delimitation. Have one third
reservation for women in today’s
parliament and we will all vote for
it,” the former Union minister
said.Tharoor spoke in favour of
waiting for the Census figures to
be released between 2027 and
2029 and let that data lead to the
delimitation.“Probably around the
time of the 2034 election, you’ll
have a new map of India, politi-
cally. Between roughly 2027 and
2034, you need to have a pro-
found debate about the future
shape of this country for the next
50 years,” Tharoor said.

Stressing on the urgency of the

=

delimitation exercise, Annamalai
said he gets to see his Lok Sabha
member only in newspapers as he
represents anywhere between 22-
30 lakh voters.“It is impossible
for a common citizen to actually
go and meet the MP and get things
done. So, not just because it is a
constitutional mandate, delimita-
tion should be done once in 10
years. It is also a democratic
necessity because in the existing
framework, there is no question of
accountability as far as the elected
representative is concerned,”
Surya said.“We want to make
democracy accountable. We want
to ensure that there is accountabil-
ity between the voter and the ethe
former Union minister
said. Tharoor spoke in favour of
waiting for the Census figures to
be released between 2027 and
2029 and let that data lead to the
delimitation.“Probably around the
time of the 2034 election, you’ll
have a new map of India, politi-
cally. Between roughly 2027 and
2034, you need to have a pro-
found debate about the future
shape of this country for the next
50 years,” Tharoor said.

lected and while doing all of this,
we want to ensure that neither the
North nor the South feels some-
body has lost and somebody is
unfairly given,” said Surya, the
president of the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha, the youth wing of
the BJP.
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Uk, France To Host Defence

London: The UK and
France will on Tuesday
host a multinational
meeting of defence min-
isters on military plans
to restore trade flows
through the Strait of
Hormuz, the British
government said. The
announcement  came
hours after Iran warned
London and Paris
against sending warships
to the region.

"The Defence Secretary
John Healey will co-
chair a meeting of over
40 nations, alongside his

French counterpart,
Minister Catherine
Vautrin, for the multina-
tional mission's first
Defence Minister's
meeting," a British

defence ministry state-
ment said Sunday.

The virtual meeting fol-
lows a two-day gather-
ing in London in April of
military planners who
thrashed out the practi-
calities of a multination-
al mission led by the UK
and France to protect
navigation in the key
waterway following a
sustainable ceasefire.
"We are turning diplo-
matic agreement Into
practical military plans
to restore confidence for

shipping through
the Strait of
Hormuz,” Healey
said. It comes as
France and Britain
despatched  war-
ships to the Middle
East.

France has sent its
nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier, the
Charles de Gaulle,
to the region, and
the UK on Saturday
said it was sending a
destroyer, HMS
Dragon. Both coun-
tries  said  the
deployments were a
"pre-positioning" ahead
of any international mis-
sion to help protect ship-
ping- ran's warning -
HMS Dragon's deploy-
ment was part of "pru-
dent planning" that
would ensure the UK
was ready to help secure
the strait when condi-
tions allowed, a ministry
spokesperson told AFP.
But Iran's deputy foreign
minister, Kazem
Gharibabadi, earlier
Sunday warned Britain
and France their war-
ships -- "or those of any
other country"” -- would
meet "a decisive and
immediate response”.
"Only the Islamic

Republic of Iran can
establish security in this
strait," Gharibabadi said.

Macron  said later
Sunday that France had
had "never envisaged" a
naval deployment in the
Strait of Hormuz but
rather a security mission
that would be "coordi-
nated with Iran".
Speaking to journalists
in Nairobi, he said he
was sticking to his posi-
tion opposing a blockade
from either side, and to
"reject any toll" to
ensure ships are able to
pass through the strate-
gic waterway.

Britain and France said
last month that plans to
secure the strait were

coming together. The
British defence ministry
said deploying HMS
Dragon would strength-
en the confidence of
commercial  shipping
and support mine clear-
ance efforts once hostili-

ties end.
Before the US-Israel war
on lIran started on

February 28, about a
fifth of the world's oil
was shipped through the
strait. But that has been
throttled since the war as
Iran largely closed the
strait, throwing global
markets into turmoil and
driving up oil prices.
The US later imposed its
own blockade of Iranian
ports in response.

Two Indian Crew Members Aboard
Hantavirus-Hit Ship Healthy, Will Be
Quarantined In Netherlands: Embassy

New Delhi: Two Indians
on board the MV
Hondius vessel, at the
centre of a hantavirus
outbreak linked to three
deaths, are healthy and
asymptomatic, said a
statement by the Indian
Embassy in Madrid on
Sunday.The hantavirus-
stricken cruise ship with
more than 150 people on

board has arrived at §

Tenerife, the largest of
Spain’s Canary Islands,
off the coast of West
Africa."The Dutch-
flagged vessel
Hondius with around
150 individuals includ-
ing two Indian nationals
arrived in Spain today
(Sunday). In the context
of the Hantavirus out-
break, the ship anchored
off the coast of Canary
Islands of Spain. The
passengers onboard dis-
embarked from the ship,
in accordance with the
protocol established bK
WHO and Spanis
authorities," the
Embassy said in an offi-
cial release."As
informed by the Spanish
National Center for
Emergency monitoring
and Coordination
(CENEM), the two
Indian nationals who
were travelling as crew
members, have been

MV E2

evacuated to  the
Netherlands where they
will be quarantined as
per relevant health safe-
ty Brotocol," said the
Embassy.The Amba
ssador is in close contact
with the Spanish author-
ities and the two Indian
nationals (crew mem-
bers), and is regularly
monitoring the situation
to assure the well-being
and safety of the Indian
nationals, it added.The
World Health
Organisation, Spanish

authorities and cruise

company  Oceanwide
Expeditions have said
that nobody on board the
MV Hondius is currently
showing symptoms of
the virus.Three people
have died since the out-
break, and five passen-
gers who left the ship are
infected with hantavirus,
which can cause life-
threatening illness, AP
reported.Several coun-
tries, including the
United States, Germany,
France, Belgium, Ireland
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and the Netherlands, are
sending aircraft to evac-
uate their citizens.
Hantavirus usually
spreads when people
residue of rodent drop-
pings and isn’t easily
transmitted between
people. But the Andes
virus detected in the
cruise ship outbreak may
be able to spread
between people in rare
cases. Symptoms usual-
ly show between one
and eight weeks after
exposure.

Turkish Airlines Jet Catches Fire While Landing
At Nepal's Main Airport; All Passengers Safe

Kathmandu: A Turkish
Airlines jet caught fire
while landing at Nepal's
main airport on Monday,
causing no reported
injuries but forcing the
airport to shut down.

The flight from Istanbul
landed at Kathmandu's
Tribhuvan International
Airport with fire and
smoke on the right land-
ing gear. Emergency
crew responded and con-
trolled the fire, and pas-
sengers were safely
evacuated, according to
airport officials. The air-
port was shut down on

Monday morning. There
were 277 passengers on
board the Airbus 330 jet.
Several planes bound for

Kathmandu were put on
hold while officials were
investigating and
attempting to clear the

only runway available at
the airport. Nepal expe-
riences relatively fre-
guent plane crashes as
its mountainous terrain
and variable weather
make flying conditions
difficult.

In 2015, a Turkish
Airlines jet landing in
dense fog in Kathmandu
skidded off a slippery
runway, shutting down
the airport for several
days. No injuries were
reported, and the plane
was later towed out of
the airport and converted
into a museum.
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Hyderabad Untreed —
City’s fading eco-memory
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In the space of a few
weeks, the route I take to
the University campus
has witnessed unparal-
leled devastation. A
large number of trees
were cut, uprooted and
taken away for the con-
struction of yet another
flyover.

Activists protest tree
cutting near KBR Park
in Hyderabad

Rewind: University of
Hyderabad’s Arab
Spring moment

Road expansion, fly-
overs, service lanes are
all purchased at the cost
of one of the last tree-
lined avenues of the city.
Promises of replanting
were issued by the state,
but the condition of the
uprooted trees withering
by the roadside does not
indicate any such possi-
bility.Ac cidental
ArchivesWe see on the
drive to and fro work,
daily uprooted trees
lying by the roadside
awaiting their eventual
obliteration — to use a
term popularised by
POTUS, no less.

The road and these sad
trees constitute the “acci-
dental archives’ of the
city. Critic Ann Rigney
describes the “accidental
archives’ as the ‘as yet-
unarticulated traces
rather than verbal record
s, of potential rather than
as-yet-unarticulated
actualised meanings’.
These objects of the
‘accidental  archives’,
‘by threatening to disin-
tegrate, they demand to
be looked after and, as
multiple restoration
projects show, they acti-
vate our sense of caring’.
Human time, in which
Hyderabad seems to be
increasingly immersed,
is at odds with the time
of the land on which this
city restsThe trees did
not transform them-
selves into archives for
the simple reason that
they lack the agency to
do so. They are acciden-
tal because they have
been absorbed, tem-
porarily until all signs of
them will be, literally,
levelled into the new
road so that nothing
much remains except
memories of motorists
who may recall that this
was once a tree-lined
green avenue.

The trees by the side of
the road, awaiting the
next round of JCBs, are
disintegrating, despite
statements that theP/ will
be relocated and planted
elsewhere. They silently
demand to be taken care
of, as the Earth does. But
does anyone care?
Multidirectional Eco-
memoryMemories  of
these roads are not of
automobiles alone. For

users over time, these
roads that took people to
the Financial District,
the major software com-
panies, BHEL, the
University of
Hyderabad, were disrup-
tions in the sense after
the barren flyovers, the
treed sector provided a
sudden and cool cover.
The bright sunshine was
suddenly in abeyance, as
the trees served as a
canopy.The accidental
archives of the devastat-
ed trees constitute what
the critic  Rosanne
Kennedy called ‘multi-
directional eco-memo-
ry’. Such a
memory‘links  human
and nonhuman animals
and their histories of
harm, suffering and vul-
nerability in an expand-
ed multispecies frame of
remembrance’.That
summarises the route
now. The trees share vul-
nerability with the other
denizens of the terrain,
including the numerous
dogs that ran up and
down and rested on the
service lane outside
business houses,
between parked cars and
so on, lending the road a
fascinating visual vari-
ety beyond humans and
their automobiles.
Untreeing Hyderabad
means we measure the
‘now’ in terms of how
much faster we get from
Point A to Point B. But
this ‘now’ is a fraction of
the time taken for a tree
to reach its full growth
Just as the dogs were
evicted, once upon a
time, as ‘nuisances’, the
trees are now being
uprooted. The road to
the glitzy corporate
offices, educational
institutions and industri-
al houses, marked my
multidirectional  eco-
memory that included
the nonhuman such as
trees and dogs, is now
reduced to a mono-
memory site: all we can
see is humanity and its
Memories

The fuel we consume is
a part, of course, of plan-
etary memory. The trees
from Deep Time that
collapsed and decayed
become, through nonhu-
man, geochemical
processes, the subsur-
face oil. These are pre-
human and nonhuman
materialities over which
humanity has asserted
control. What we use up
is the product of millions
of years of planetary
memory embodied in
these materials.
Understandably,  this
kind of argument
smacks of a certain
romantic view of the
planet. But feeling sorry
for the wilful destruction
of lifeforms that have

= e
: A3 M’L |

taken decades to reach
their present status —
like trees — is romanti-
cism merged with the
desire for a redemptive
or restorative nostalgia:
of a road, a site repopu-
lated with trees. But, like
most nostalgias, these
are at the level of the
fantasy, given the state-
corporate desire to anni-
hilate (another POTUS
favourite!) the multinat-
ural, multispecies world
in favour of the human
alone.Eco-destruction is
the new normal. Every
generation’s idea of
what is the acceptable
normal in our world,
which we share with
trees and animals, is
shaped by their own
experience, as a result of
which, we forget what
we have lost and have no
sense of the magnitude
of environmental degra-
dation. Therefore, in less
than five years, this
same road will only be
known as a road devoid
of trees — which was
emphatically not the
case.The refusal to
acknowledge planetary
memory is accompanied
by the creation of such
accidental and purely
temporary archives such
as the uprooted trees.
The sooner these signs
of callous destruction
are removed, the easier it
becomes to normalise a
tree-less road.On par
with Heritage Walks or
visual archives of times,
past acts of mnemonic
(memory) responsibility
are necessarily multi-
species. Recording the
destruction of the trees is
one such act of responsi-
ble memory

We are witnessing here
the seductive construc-
tion of brand-new mem-
ories for the future. Like
history textbooks that
get rewritten in order to
erase specific communi-
ties and their role, the
landscape is being
rewritten so that there
was never any tree, any
street dog.

It remais, therefore, in
the realm of the fantastic
and the literary —or the
literary-fantastic — to
exercise mnemonic
responsibility towards
the accidental archives.
On par with Heritage
Walks or visual archives
of times past, yet differ-
ent from them, acts of
mnemonic responsibility
are necessarily multi-
species. Recording the
destruction of the trees
or eviction of street dogs
and community animals,
as in this piece, is one
such mnemonic act.
Human time, in which
alone Hyderabad seems

to be increasingly
immersed, is at odds
[
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with the time of the land
and biome that hosts this
city. Aboriginal poet
Oodgeroo Noonuccal in
“The Past’, writes: ‘Now
is so small a part of
time’. Because time is
not merely human time
but earth time.

In Hyderabad, we are
notoriously lax about
time. Untreeing
Hyderabad means we
measure the ‘now’ in
terms of flyovers and
expressways and how
much faster we get from
Point A to Point B. But
this ‘now’ is a fraction of
the time taken for a tree
to reach its full growth,
and that tree is a part of
earth time, over which
humanity now seeks to
impose a temporality
measured exclusively as
speed of human trans-
port.Indigenous  poet
Linda Hogan in ‘I Live
in the Time of Breaking
Trees’ describes falling
trees, and the debris of
trees being removed by
bulldozers. Unable to
bear the sight of this
denudation, and admit-
ting that she loves trees,
the speaker rushes away
into a forest on a hill.
The Australian poet John
Kinsella writes in his
Divine Comedy:

the last blocks of bush-
landcleared away to pla-
cate the hunger

for the  Australian
Dream.Our techno-
dreams for this city do
not, evidently, entail any
trees, and we clear them
to pave the way towards
these spires of fame and
fortune. In another
poem, Kinsella writes:

I avoid some places
because the death of
trees / Is overwhelming
the realm of the fantastic
and the literary —or the
literary-fantastic — to
exercise mnemonic
responsibility towards
the accidental archives.
On par with Heritage
Walks or visual archives
of times past, yet differ-
ent from them, acts of
mnemonic responsibility
are necessarily multi-
species. Recording the
destruction of the trees
or eviction of street dogs
and community animals,
as in this piece, is one
such mnemonic act.
Human time, in which
alone Hyderabad seems
to be increasingly
immersed, is at odds
last word that links the
tree-plunder with other
forms  of  plunder
belongs to Niyi
Osundare, the African
poet who speaks of
urban bureaucrats who
look at trees for money,
trees as money, and
whose only planting is
the documentation in
obscure files:
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India needs a supply chain strategy amid
Hormuz, Red Sea crises

The turbulence the
world has experienced
this decade indicates

larger structural shifts.
The current Israel-US-
Iran war and instability
across West Asia since
the October 7 attacks,
along with the Russia-
Ukraine war, symbolise
shifting contours of the
international order. The
US-dominated unipolar
era is over.

Also Read

Opinion: Why Iran war
will redraw West Asia,
and test India’s balanc-
ing act

Opinion: Panic buying
and policy gaps — what
Hyderabad’s fuel crisis
reveals

Abroad, the Trump
administration’s aggres-
sive and hyper-militaris-
tic policies cannot hide
the fact that the world is
no longer Pax
Americana. At home,
there’s little appetite for
large-scale wars like
Irag. Without a large-
scale troop deployment
in West Asia, Iran cannot
be restrained. Iran is not
Venezuela. Air cam-
paigns and targeted
assassinations of the
Iranian leadership have
failed to deliver the
desired strategic end.

These changes highlight
India’s strategic vulnera-
bility. Two events in
West Asia — the disrup-
tion of sea lanes through
Bab-el-Mandeb in 2023
and the Strait of Hormuz
in 2026 — clearly reveal
our supply chain vulner-
abilities. The Houthis
and Iran successfully
disrupted these straits
for weeks, with the
Americans struggling to
keep these lanes open.
Rising middle powers
like India, located at the
centre of the Indian
Ocean, require a long-
term supply chain strate-
gy — not just for West
Asia but for the entire
Indian Ocean.

By adopting such a strat-
egy, India can protect
itself against vulnerabili-
ties while also leverag-
ing its locational advan-
tages in the Indian
Ocean Region.

Dependence on IOR

According to data from
the government of India,
maritime trade accounts
for almost 95% of
India’s trade by volume
and 70% by value. India
depends heavily on oil
and natural gas that
passes through the
Straits of Hormuz and
Bab-el-Mandeb.  The
country imported 4.5
million barrels per day
of crude oil and conden-
sate in 2023, with 45%
of its crude imports still
coming from West Asia

even after Russia’s rise
as a supplier. India was
among the main Asian
destinations for Hormuz
crude flows in 2024.
Roughly 90% of Indian
LPG passed through
Hormuz before the war.
Qatar alone accounted
for nearly 50% of LNG
imports.Apart from
energy security, India’s
overall trade is heavily
dependent on these
strategic  chokepoints.
India-Europe trade is
deeply reliant on the Red
Sea, with almost 80% of
Indian exports to Europe
passing through this
route.India must com-
bine reshoring, decou-
pling, and strategic part-
ners iﬁs to secure sup-
ply chains, which are
vital for sustaining trade
and supporting its ambi-
tions as a major Indian
Ocean powerThe Iran-
US war and the Red Sea
crisis instigated by the
Houthis have highlight-
ed the wvulnerability of
India’s oceanic trade. In
response to these crises,
India sought to diversify
its sources. However,
such ad hoc responses
are insufficient and often
too late. The question
now is: how can India
prepare for such future
shocks, and what should
a long-term supply chain
strategy entail?Global
Supply Chain Strategy
Strategic autonomy lies
at the core of India’s
strategic orientation and
major power ambitions
in the 21st century. This
entails avoiding military
alliances with any great
power, pursuing multi-
alignment with like-
minded states on specif-
ic issues, and maintain-
ing overall strategic
independence. In this
context, the vulnerabili-
ty of India’s global mar-
itime supply chains is a
key impediment. This
requires prudent, long-
term thinking about
global supply chains.
India’s major power
ambitions require sus-
tained economic growth
and domestic political
stability. These vulnera-
bilities create challenges
on both fronts.

A nation’s grand strate-
gy, according to scholars
like Barry Posen, is “the-
ory about how to pro-
duce security for itself.”
This involves the pru-
dent use of economic,
political, military, and
diplomatic means to
achieve the desired end.
For almost two decades,
strategic thinkers have
called for a grand strate-
gy for India?. Any long-
term strategic document
must take maritime
security into account. In
this context, the security
of the supply chain is
fundamental for an
aspiring major power
that depends on the

Indian Ocean for the
majority of its trade.

As part of this supply
chain strategy, Indian
policymakers need to
prudently combine
reshoring, decoupling,
and interest-based cou-
pling. First and fore-
most, India should
decouple its strategic
industries from vulnera-
ble regions and states
with which its security
interests do not align.
Economic logic alone
should not shape the
supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconductors, defen
ce-related electronics
systems, and pharma-
ceuticals.  Reshoring
such  industries  sh
regions and states with
which its security inter-
ests do not align.
Economic logic alone
should not shape the
supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconducto regions
and states with which its
security interests do not
align. Economic logic
alone should not shape
the supply chain for such
industries. Strategic
industries include core
defence manufacturing,
semiconductoould be the
next step.In the case of
other strategic sectors,
such as energy and criti-
cal minerals, where
reshoring is not possible,
supply chains should be
diversified as much as
possible, avoiding con-
centration in any one
region. Finally, for man-
ufacturing processes that
are not part of core secu-
rity interests but are
important for economic
growth, supply chains
should be concentrated
in economies that do not
directly threaten Indian
security interests.

Another key feature of
the post-Trump era is the
decline of liberal ideas,
such as the belief that
economic interdepend-
ence leads to less com-
petition. As China’s rise
shows, facilitating the
economic growth of a
potential or real rival can
hurt a state strategically
in the long term. In the
past, Indian policymak-
ers, driven by such liber-
al logic, considered
ideas like gas or oil
pipelines from Pakistan,
similar  to  Russian
ﬁipelines in Europe. In
indsight, in a world
where Europe is strug-
gling due to dependence
on Russian energy and
faces Trump’s tariff
wars, such ideas appear
naive.These grand ideas
required a liberal hege-
mon willing to police the
globe, secure the global
commoneven after

Russia’s rise as a suppli-
er. India was among the
main Asian destinations
for Hormuz crude flows
in 2024. Roughly 90%
of Indian LPG passed
through Hormuz before
the war. Qatar alone

accounted for nearly
50% of LNG
imports.Apart from

energy security, India’s
overall trade is heavily
dependent on these
strategic  chokepoints.
India-Europe trade is
deeply reliant on the Red
Sea, with almost 80% of
Indian exports to Europe
passing through this
route.India must com-
bine reshoring, decou-
pling, and strategic part-
nerships to secure sup-
ply chains, which are
vital for sustaining trade
and supporting its ambi-
tions as a major Indian
Ocean powerThe Iran-
US war and the Red Sea
crisis instigated by the
Houthis have highlight-
ed the vulnerability of
India’s oceanic trade. In
response to these crises,
India sought to diversify
its sources. However,
such ad hoc responses
are insufficient and often
too late. The question
now is: how can India
prepare for such future
shocks, and what should
a long-term supply chain
strategy entail?Global
Supply Chain Strategy
Strategic autonomy lies
at the core of India’s
strategic orientation and
major power ambitions
in the 21st century. This
entails avoiding military
alliances with any great
power, pursuing multi-
alignment with like-
minded states on specif-
ic issues, and maintain-
ing overall strategic
independence. In this
context, the vulnerabili-
ty of India’s global mar-
itime supply chains is a
key impediment. This
requires prudent, long-
term thinking about
global supply chains.
India’s major power
ambitions require sus-
tained economic growth
and domestic political
stability. These vulnera-
bilities create challenges
on both fronts.

A nation’s grand strate-
gy, according to scholars
like Barry Posen, is “the-
ory about how to pro-
duce security for itself.”
This involves the pru-
dent use of economic,
political, military, and
diplomatic means to
achieve the desired end.
For almost two decades,
strategic thinkers have
called for a grand strates,
and promote free trade.
In a multipolar world,
states  aspiring to
become major powers
must prepare themselves
accordingly. For that,
India must secure its
supply chains and sus-
tain economic growth.
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PBKS EVE
THE TOP SPOT

Punjab Kings will lock
horns against Delhi
Capitals In the Indian
Premier League (IPL)

2026 clash at the
Himachal Pradesh
Cricket Association

Stadium, Dharamsala.

Punjab Kings started
their campaign strongly,
winning six of their

P

opening seven matches
to emerge as one of the
strongest teams in the
tournament. However,
their momentum has fal-
tered in recent weeks,
and Shreyas lyer's side
have suffered three con-
secutive defeats.As the
playoff battle intensifies,
PBKS will be desperate

to halt their losing streak
and boost their chances
of a top-four finish.
They have won six of
their 10 matches so far,
placing them fourth in
the points table with 12
points.

Delhi Capitals, on the
other hand, are facing
the threat of an early exit
from the tournament.
With just four wins from
11 matches, the Capitals
are languishing in eighth
place on the points table.
They have struggled to
maintain  consistency
this season. If they lose
today's match, they will
become the third team to
be eliminated from play-
off contention.But even
if they win all their
remaining matches, they
will be able to reach a
maximum of 14 points,
which will keep their
playoff hopes alive, but
they will have to depend
on the results of other
teams.Head to headBoth
teams have played a
total of 35 matches
against each other, with
PBKS winning 18 fix-
tures. On the other hand,
DC emerged triumphant
in 17 fixtures. The four

matches played at
Dharamsala between the
two teams have a score-
line of 2-2.

Pit reportA cold day is
expected, and so the fast
bowlers may get some
swing under the lights.
The average 1st innings
score at the venue since
IPL 2023 is 209. Also,
four of the five matches
played in the mentioned
period were won by the
teams batting first.

The average 1st innings
score at the venue is 188
from 12 matches. Nine
matches were won by
the teams batting first,
while three matches
were won by the chasing
teams.Key matchups
Left-arm spinner Axar
Patel has dismissed
Marcus Stoinis twice in
T20Is while conceding
only 21 runs from 27
deliveries. Also, he has
conceded runs only with
a strike rate of 77.8
Yuzvendra Chahal has
dismissed Axar Patel
thrice in a matchup of 33
deliveries while conced-
ing 46 runs. The leg-
spinner might trouble
the DC skipper once
again today.

Barcelona clinches 2025-26 La Liga title
with 2-0 win over Real Madrid

FC Barcelona crowned
La Liga champion for
the 2025-26 season after
a 2-0 home win over
Real Madrid.The win
leaves Barcelona 14
points clear of Real
Madrid at the top of the
table, confirming its
domination over the
opponent for the second
consecutive  year.eal
Madrid striker Kylian
Mbappe was sidelined
with a hamstring prob-
lem and with Federico
Valverde also sidelined
after his well-published

with  Aurelien

fight _
Tchouameni, Dean
Huijsen was a late

scratch as he suffered a
problem in warmup,
reports Xinhua.

Ferran Torres
g was the archi-
tect of

Barcelona’s best
moments in the
first half, forc-
ing a foul from
Antonio
Rudiger in the
ninth  minute,
which allowed
Marcus
Rashford to
open the scoring with an
unstoppable  delivery
that left goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois help-
less.Tore doubled

Barcelona’s lead in the
18th minute with a sharp
finish after Dani Olmo
set the striker up with a
smart backheel.Rashford
had a great chancdanger-
ous Rashford cross and
savThe team will take to
the streets of Barcelona
to celebrate the 2025/26
Liga and Super Cup
titles with the fans. The
champions’ parade will
pass through several
iconic parts of the city in
a huge blaugrana cele-
bration will take to the
streets of Barcelona.

India U17 crashes out of
AFC Asian Cup after 0-3
defeat to Uzbekistan

India’s AFC U17 Asian
Cup Saudi Arabia 2026
campaign came to a dis-
appointing end after a O-
3 defeat against defend-
ing champions
Uzbekistan in their final
Group D match at the
King Abdullah Sports
City Hall Stadium in
Jeddah (Saudi Arabia)
on Sunday night.The
result not only eliminat-
ed the Blue Colts from
the continental competi-
tion, but also ended
India’s hopes of securing
a historic qualification
for the FIFA U17 World
Cup Qatar 2026.
Uzbekistan’s  victory
ensured qualification for
both themselves and
Australia, who will now
meet to determine the
group winners.

Knowing that only a vic-
tory would realistically
keep their World Cup
dream alive after the
opening 4-0 defeat to
Australia, India began
the contest cautiously.
Uzbekistan controlled
possession in the early
stages and repeatedly
looked to stretch the
Indian defence with
direct attacking runs and
quick movement in the
final third.Despite the
pressure, India remained

organised defensively
for much of the first half.
The backline held its
shape well, while goal-
keeper Rajrup Sarkar
made a series of impor-
tant interventions to
keep the defending
champions at bay.

Howevr, India’s resist-
ance was broken in the
32nd minute following a
costly mistake. Sarkar
rushed out of his line in
an attempt to intercept
an Uzbek attack but
brought down Laziz
Abduraimov inside the
penalty area. The referee
immediately pointed to
the spot, and Abdur
aimov calmly converted
the penalty with a low
right-footed effort into
cornerUzbekistan nearly
doubled their lead just

before the interval when
Sukhrob  Sadirzhonov
struck the post with a
left-footed effort in the
43rd minute.India,
though, almost found an
equaliser in first-half
stoppage time. Gunleiba
Wangkheirakpam deliv-
ered an inviting cross
across the face of goal,
but none of the Indian
attackers could apply the
finishing touch.The Blue
Colts came out with
greater attacking intent
after the restart and went
agonisingly close to lev-
elling the score in the
56th minute. Dallalm
uon Gangte struck a
superb free-kick that rat-
tled the crosshar with the
goalkeeper beaten.
Heeranganba  Seram
reacted quickest to the

rebound but failed to

convert from close
range.That missed
opportunity proved

costly. Uzbekistan con-
tinued to threaten in
attack, with Sarkar pro-
ducing several fine
saves to deny Sukhrob
Sadirzhonov and
Abubakir  Rakhimov
during a sustained spell
of pressure.

The defending champi-
ons doubled their
advantage in unfortu-
nate circumstances in
the 60th minute when

Wangkhem Denny
Singh inadvertently
turned Makhmud

Muradov’s corner into
his own net.India contin-
ued to fight despite the
setback, but Uzbekistan
maintained control and
sealed the contest in the
78th minute. Akhrorbek
Ravshanbekov reacted
quickest after his initial
effort was blocked and
fired the rebound past
Sarkar to complete a
convincing victory.

The defeat brought an
end to India’s campaign
and another painful near
miss in their pursuit of a
maiden on-merit qualifi-
cation for the FIFA U17
World Cup.

to ceasefire proposal

Asian stocks were mixed
Monday after Wall
Street set more records,
and oil surged more than
4%  following  US
President Donald
Trump’s rejection of
Tehran’s response to the
latest US proposal on
ending the war in Iran.
US futures edged lower.
Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 fell
0.4% to 62,486.84 after
briefing reaching anoth-
er record high in intra-
day trading at above

63,300.  Technology-
focused investment
holding company

SoftBank Group, one of
Japan’s largest stocks,
fell more than 5%.

South Korea’s Kospi
gained 4.1%to 7,804.71.
It also hit an all-time
intraday high, led by
gains from tech-related

stocks including
Samsung  Electronics
and memory chip

Technology-related
stocks and growing arti-
ficial intelligence-relat-
ed interest have support-
ed markets in Japan and
South Korea despite the
Iran war, with the Nikkei
225 and Kospi rising
more than 10% and
30%, respectively, over
the past monHong
Kong’s Hang Seng fell
0.3% to 26,319.93. The
Shanghai index climbed
0.9% to 4,219.13, fol-
lowing official data
Monday that showed

il

China’s factory gate
prices rose 2.8% in April
from a year ago, the
highest since 2022, as
well as better-than-
expected export figures
released over the week-

end JAustralia’s
S&P/ASX 200 lost
0.6%. Taiwan’s Taiex

traded 0.9% higher, and
India’s  Sensex fell
1.3%.0il prices jumped
early Monday over Iran
war uncertainties, after
Trump wrote in a social
media post that Iran’s
response on Sunday to
the US’ latest proposal
was “TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE!”
Brent crude, the interna-
tional standard, gained
4.2% to $105.57 per bar-
rel. It was roughly $70
per barrel before the war

i”,

began in late February.
Benchmark US crude
was 4.7% higher at
$99.89 a barrel.
With the Strait of
Hormuz, a crucial water-
way for global oil and
?as transport, still large-
closed and as the US
|s continuing its sea
blockade of Iranian
ports, analysts believe
oil prices are likely to
remain higher for longer.
The Iran war was also
set to be part of the dis-
cussion agenda when
Trump  meets with
Chinese  leader  Xi
Jinping later this week.
China has close econom-
ic links with Iran and the
US has been pressing
Beijing to leverage its
influence to help reopen
the Strait of Hormuz.

“There remains a glim-
mer of hope that talks
between Trump and
Chinese President Xi
later this week could
yield positive results on
Iran,” ING commodities
analysts Warren
Patterson and Ewa
Manthey wrote in a note
on Monday

“The hope is that China
can use its influence
over Iran to push it clos-
er towards a peace deal,”
they said. “Clearly, this
is easier said than done.”
The oil market is still

very much “heavily
headline-driven,”  the
pair added.

Friday, Wall Street rose
to new records with the
benchmark S&P 500
adding 0.8% to 7,398.93
and reaching its latest
all-time high, fuelled by
market optimism after a
solid report on the US
job market which was
better than what analysts
had expected despite
Iran war shocks.

The Dow Jones
Industrial Average edged
up less than 0.1% to
49,609.16, while the
technology-heavy
Nasdag composite
climbed 1.7% to its own
record at 26,247.08.

In other dealings, the US
dollar climbed to 157.14
Japanese yen from
156.61 yen. The euro
was trading at $1.1756,
down from $1.1780.

Stock Markets Rally As Oil Prices
Decline Amid Progress In US-

Benchmark Sensex ral-
lied by 940 points on
Wednesday following a
sharp decline in crude

oil prices after US
President Donald Trump
claimed progress in
negotiations with Iran
towards an agreement to
end the war.-Helped by
fag-end heavy buying,
the  30-share BSE
Sensex jumped 940.73
points, or 1.22 per cent,
to settle at 77,958.52.
During the day, it surged
1,004.99 points, or 1.30
per cent, to a day's high
of 78,022.78. The 50-
share NSE Nifty rallied
298.15 points, or 1.24
per cent, to end at
24,330.95.A  positive
trend in global markets
aided the rally in domes-
tic stocks. From the 30-

Sensex firms,
InterGlobe  Auviation,
Trent, Asian Paints,
State Bank of India,

HDFC Bank and Eternal
were among the major
winners. Reliance
Industries, Larsen &
Toubro, Power Grid and
NTPC were among the
laggards.ald Trump has
suspended “Project

Freedom,” to escort
ships through the Strait
of Hormuz, claiming
progress in negotiations
with Iran towards an
agreement to end the

war. In a post on Truth
Social on  Tuesday,
Trump said, “Great

progress has been made
toward a complete and
final agreement with
representatives of Iran.

“Based on the request of
Pakistan and  other
Countries, the tremen-
dous Military Success
that we have had during
the Campaign against
the Country of Iran and,
additionally, the fact that
Great Progress has been
made toward a Complete
and Final Agreement
with Representatives of
Iran, we have mutually
agreed that, while the
Blockade will remain in
full force and effect,
Project Freedom (The
Movement of Ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz) will be paused
for a short period of time
to see whether or not the
Agreement can be final-
ized and signed," Trump
said.Project  Freedom

was launched on
Monday to escort ships,
stranded due to the clo-
sure of the Strait of
Hormuz, to safety.
Trump'svFreedom,” to
escort  statement on
Truth Social came hours
after US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio
announced that
Operation Epic Fury,
launched on February
28, had concluded as its
objectives had been
achieved.-"Operation
Epic Fury is concluded.
We achieved the objec-
tives of that operation.
We're not cheering for
an additional situation to
occur. We would prefer
the path of peace. What
@POTUS would prefer
is a deal... that is,igger
was largely global —
renewed optimism
around a potential
US-Iran peace deal led
to a sharp decline in
crude oil prices, offering
so far, not the route that
Iran has chosen," Rubio
told a press conference
at the White House on
Tuesday.Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
tumbled 8 per cent to

USD 101.1 per barrel.
"The trigger was largely
global — renewed opti-
mism around a potential
US—Iran peace deal led
to a sharp decline in
crude oil prices, offering
immediate relief to an
import-heavy economy
like India," Hariprasad
K, Research Analyst and
Founder, Livelong
Wealth, said.

In Asian markets, South
Korea's benchmark
Kospi, Shanghai's SSE
Composite index and
Hong Kong's Hang Seng
index ended higher.
Kospi surged over 6 per
cent. Markets in Europe
were trading sharply
higher. US markets
ended in positive territo-
ry on Tuesday. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(Flls) offloaded equities
worth Rs 3,621.58 crore
on Tuesday, according to
exchange data. On
Tuesday, the Sensex
dropped 251.61 points
or 0.33 per cent to settle
at 77,017.79. The Nifty
edged lower by 86.50
points or 0.36 per cent to
end at 24,032.80
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Bhagyashrii Borse joins

The makers of director
Sivakumar Murugesan’s
next film, ‘Seyon’, fea-
turing actor
Sivakarthikeyan in the

lead, on Wednesday
wished actress
Bhagyashrii Borse a

happy birthday, even as
they announced that the
actress had now joined
the film unit.The film is

being produced by
Kamal Haasan’s
RaajKamal Films
International and

Turmeric Media. Taking
to its X timeline to greet
the actress, Raaj Kamal
Films International
(RKFI) wrote, “A birth-
day to remember and a
journey to look forward
to! Wishing
#BhagyashriBorse A
very Happy Birthday as
she joins the #Seyon
#HappyBirthdayBhagya
shri.”riggered huge
interest in fans and film
buffs ever since the
makers  released a
glimpse video from the
film called “The
Celebration” earlier this
year.The  Celebration
video showcases an inci-
dent that happens on the
second day of the Maasi
Kalari festival that is
held at the Karumaathur
Virumaandi Temple. The
incident in question is
shown taking place two
hours after a major scuf-
fle at the festival.

A group of people gather
at the local police sta-
tion, even as the consta-
ble explains the situation
to the inspector. He
informs that a major
fight had broken out at
the festival, even as the
inspector begins inspect-
ing those who have gath-
ered at the station.

He finds a group of
young men with half-
tonsured heads and asks
them what happened.
The constable explains

that the young men with
half tonsured heads
behaved in an indecent
manner by flashing laser
lights at dancers at the
festival and making reels
out of it. “Therefore,
somebody bashed them
up and tonsured half
their heads,” he
explains. The inspector
then asks another man
from another group as to
why he was beaten. He
says he was asked what
play they were to stage
at the festival and he had
informed them that he
was to stage the devo-
tional “Valli Thiruma
nam (Valli’s wedding to
Lord Murugan)” and
therefore, he too was
bashed up.The reply
makes those locked up
in prison wonder if the
person who bashed up
the theatre artiste was an
atheist. But then another
man clarifies, “He is not
an atheist. In fact, he is
the one who gets pos-
sessed by the divine
spirit of Virumaandi.”

The cops realise that
everybody from the
neighbouring villages is
there, save one and that

is the people of
Karumathur, who are
carrying out the proces-
sion. The others try to
stop the procession, but
according to custom, the
procession must not be
stopped. The procession
proceeds, and the
inspector happens to see

Sivakarthikeyan in a
possessed state and
prays to him...

The celebration video
gives the impression that
the story will be set in
Madurai. The makers
also disclosed that the
film would be released
in October this year. The
film, which will feature
Sakarthikeyan in a
power-packed and
dynamic new role, will
be a grand rural com-
mercial entertainer.
Now, with Wednesday’s
announcement, it has
become evident that
Bhagyashrii Borse will
be playing the female
lead in the film.

The fm has triggered
huge interest as it marks
a significant reunion
b et w e e n
Sivakarthikeyan  and
Raaj Kamal Films

International. Their col-
laboration for this film
comes on the heels of
the blockbuster success
of their earlier film
‘Amaran’, which gar-
nered both critical
acclaim and commercial
triumph.Produced by
Kamal Haasan and R
Mahendran, the film
brings together powerful
storytelling and a com-
pelling cinematic vision.
Director Sivakumar
Murugesan will be step-
ping into his second
directorial venture after
the much-awaited soon-
to-be-released  ‘Thaai
Kizhavi’.Adding to the
excitement, this project
will mark the first-ever
collaboration between
RaajKamal Films
International,
Sivakarthikeyan, and
acclaimed  composer
Santhosh Narayanan.
The film has cinematog-
raphy by Vivek
Vijayakumar and editing
by San Lokesh. Art
direction for the film is
by R K Nagu, while
Keerthy Sampath and
Joshua Maxwell are its
costume designers.

Karuppu Trailer And Advance Booking: RJ
Balaji Drops Massive Update On Suriya -
Trisha's Film Ahead Of Release

As the countdown for
Karuppu enters its final
days, director RJ Balaji
has officially revealed
the trailer launch and
ticket booking timings
for the much-awaited
Suriya starrer. The film,
which is set for a world-
wide theatrical release
on May 14, 2026, has
already created massive
excitement online, and
the latest updates have
only added to the hype.
Taking to X, RJ Balaji
shared an emotional note
thanking fans for keep-
ing the excitement alive
during what he
described as "tough
times." Referring to the
rumours surrounding a
possible delay due to
elections, the director
assured fans that the
film's  release lans
remain unchanged. He
wrote, "Amidst all the
political chaos, | thank
each and every fan, who
kept the interest & hype
alive for #Karuppu.
Now that it's a happy
ending, let's get ready
for the trailer in the
evening at 7pm.
Bookings will open
simultaneously.
@Suriya_offl sir's Peak
Sambavam Loading!

Soon after the announce-
ment, social media was
flooded with excitement
posts from fans eagerly
waiting for the trailer
launch. According to the
official update, trailer
releases and advance

BOOKINGS
FROM TQDAY

will

bookings
today in phases across
states. Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka bookings will
open at 7 PM, while

begin

Kerala bookings

scheduled for 9 PM.
The makers also shared
a fiery promotional mes-
sage online that read,
"The update you'll have
been waiting for...
Phones ready... bright-

are

ness up... Watch
#KaruppuTrailer at
7:00PM & Grab your
seats at  9:00PM."
Meanwhile,  massive
hoardings and promo-
tional  banners for
Karuppu have reportedly
taken over several cities,
adding to the buzz sur-
rounding the film. Fans
have especially been
praising Suriya's intense

lawyer look from
the latest posters.

Earlier, the teaser
showcased the actor
in powerful action
sequences choreo-
graphed by stunt
duo Anbariv while
also hinting at court-
room drama ele-
ments. Suriya
appears to play a
fierce lawyer who is
equally dangerous
in street fights, giv-
ing fans a blend of
action, drama and
mass moments.
Adding to the
excitement is Trisha
Krishnan's role in
the film. The actress

lays a lawyer

ﬁan){ed Preethi, g/nd
her character intro-
duction video
recently received a
strong response
online.

Directed by RJ
Balaji, Karuppu is
described as an
action-drama-

thriller and stars
Suriya as
Saravanan. Apart

from Tamil, the film
will also release in
Telugu as
Veerabhadrudu and in
Kannada. The cast
includes Trisha Kr ish-
nan, Indrans, Natty,
Swasika, Sshivada,
Anagha Maya Ravi and
Supreeth Reddy. Music
for the film has been
composed by  Sai
Abhyankkar
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Rashmika Mandanna Reveals How
Sivakarthikeyan’s ‘Seyon’ cast Vijay Deverakonda Spent His 'Perfect’

Actor Rashmika gave
fans a heartwarming
glimpse into Vijay
Deverakonda's birthday
celebrations with a spe-
cial Instagram post that
quickly grabbed atten-
tion online. Sharing
unseen photos and
videos from the day,
Rashmika described the
celebrations as a "perfect
day" filled with love,
family time, workouts,
fans and happy moments
together.The actress
posted a series of candid
clips and pictures that

captured the couple
enjoying simple
moments, and wrote:

"It's my man's birthday
today and my day went
like this." From gym
selfies and cosy
moments at home to
family interactions and
fan celebrations outside
Vijay's residence, the
post gave followers a
rare inside look at their
personal life. The Animal
actor revealed that
before the evening
plans, they hit the gym
for a workout session.
She mentioned doing
quick cardio while Vijay
stepped out briefly for a
meeting. Earlier in the
day, the couple also
spent time greeting fans
who had gathered out-
side their home to wish
the actor on his birthday.
Rashmika added that the
love from fans made the
day even more special.
"We went and met our
boys and girls who'd
come home to show
Vijju lots of love and |
also ended up getting
lots of it as well," she
wrote. She also shared
glimpses of
moments involving her
sister Shiman Mandanna

perfect day!" ty
One part of her note that
especially caught fans'
attention was her excite-
ment over getting unex-
pected free time togeth-

you had

family day . .to - you

The photos and videos
featured several candid

bers.
Govardhan

my

geous."

time with
friends and family mem-
Vijay's parents,
Rao
Madhavi Deverakonda,
were also seen in some

Vijay more "complete,
confident and coura-
The birthday
celebration became extra

close year. After years of spec-
ulation around their rela-
tionship, the couple tied
and the knot in a traditional
ceremony in Udaipur in

February.On the work

er. "l love the days when pictures shared by front, Vijay Devera

released the Rashmika. konda recently began
date for a shoot and for Earlier in the day, Vijay's workyounger  brother
some reason it gets can- younger brother Anand Anand on his upcoming
celled and you getto cel- Deverakonda also film  with  director
ebrate!" she wrote. She shared a toucyounger Shouryuv. He will also
ended the birthday mes- brother Anand hing be seen alongside
sage on a loving note, birthday wish for himon Rashmika in Rahul
saying, "Happiest birth- social media, calling Sankrityan's period

drama Ranabaali, mark-
ing their first on-screen
collaboration after mar-
riage. Apart from that,

%naclj“néhet'ﬁe ggb t?glgy moments,  including special as it marked Vijay also has Rowdy

memorable. Rashmika Vijay cutting a birthday Vijay's first birthday Janardhana lined up for

wrote. "Thus it was a CaKe, interacting with after his marriage to release in December
' fans and spending quali- Rashmika earlier this 2026.

Urvashi Rautela says
‘Inspector Avinash’ taught her
restraint over glamour

: Actress Urvashi Rautela, who is
all set to reprise her role as
Poonam Mishra in the new season
of “Inspector Avinash”, has spo-
ken about how “glamour” has
often been attached to her public
image, but the upcoming series
demands restraint and realism.
Was unlearning “performance
vanity” part of Urvashi’s process?
The  actress told IANS:
“Absolutely. I think every actor
who genuinely wants to grow has
to unlearn a certain level of per-
formance vanity at some point.
With glamour-oriented public
perception, people often expect
perfection in every frame, every
expression, every moment.”

“But projcts like Inspector
Avinash demand emotional hon-

esty more than visual perfection,”
she added.Urvashi shared that for
this role, she consciously focused
on “being present rather than try-
ing to ‘look performed.””

“Real people in intense situations
are not thinking about how they
appear they are reacting, surviv-
ing, processing emotions. That
realism was very important for me
to understand as an actor,” said
the actress.She added: “I think
restraint is actually far more diffi-
cult than dramatic performance.
Silence, stillness, controlled emo-
tions — they require a different
kind of confidence. Sometimes
doing less truthfully is much hard-
er than doing more dramatically.”
Urvashi said that as an artist, it
was “definitely liberating” for her

“because it allowed me to explore
vulnerability without the pressure
of maintaining an image ever
second.”Inspector Avinash, whic
first aired in 2023, is headlined by
Randeep Hooda. The first install-
ment featured names such as Amit
Sial, Shalin Bhanot, Rahul Mittra,
Zakir Hussain, Ayeesha S. Aiman,
Zohaeb Farooqui, Bidita Bag,
Pravin Sisodia, Rajneesh Duggal,
Ajay Chaudhary.The show was
based on true events and the life
of UP super-cop Avinash Mishra.
The series revolves around the life
of Avinash Mishra, who was
brought in to stop the crimes in
the state.

Urvashi was last seen on the big
screen in the film “Daaku
Maharaaj”.
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