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Hyderabad: In a land-
mark endorsement of
Hyderabad's ascent as a
global enterprise capital,
BASF — one of the wor
ld's largest chemical com-
panies — today signed a
Letter of Intent (LoI) with
the Telangana government
to establish a Global
Service Hub and a Global
Digital Hub in the city.
The hubs are slated to
begin operations in the
second quarter of 2026.
The LOI was exchanged
between Sarvesh Singh,
CEO, Telangana Lifescie
nces, and Tobias Dratt,
President, Global Busine
ss Services at BASF, in the
presence of Duddilla
Sridhar Babu, Minister for
Information Technology,
Electronics, Comm unica-
tions, Industries & Com
mercead Crime in 2025

Speaking at the occasion,
Sridhar Babu underscored
Hyderabad's emergence as
one of India's most
dynamic and fast-growing
destinations for Global
Capability Centres
(GCCs) — and signalled
that the government's
ambitions reach far
beyond what has already
been achieved. "Today,
Hyderabad stands among
the fastest-growing GCC
hubs in the country, sur-
passing most major cities

and adding
over 75
GCCs in the
past year
alone," said
S r i d h a r
Babu. "We
are now set-
ting our
sights even
higher, with

a target of over 100 new
GCCs and more than 1
lakh jobs this year." Also
Read - Country is Moving
towards Nationalist
Forces: Ramchander Rao
The Minister outlined a
bold vision for
Hyderabad's next phase of
growth — one that moves
decisively from incubation
to innovation. Key initia-
tives driving this transfor-
mation include AIKAM,
the industry-led Young
India Skills Uuencies "As

we evolve from an incuba-
tion destination into a
leading innovation and
engineering capital, this
growth is being anchored
by forward-looking initia-
tives that will define the
next decade," he added.
BASF's arrival — and its
commitment to building a
3,000-strong workforce in
Hyderabad — is a direct
validation of this vision.
Founded over 160 years
ago, BASF operates across
more than 200 countries,
runs 234 manufacturing
facilities worldwide, and
employs over 1,08,000
people globally — with
annual revenues of
approximately $60 billion
(?5 lakh crore). Also Read
- JH Rich Kids Trap Case:
Hyd Police Arrest Kingpin
Arjun, 7 Accomplices Its
decision to anchor critical

global operations in
Hyderabad — following a
rigorous competitive eval-
uation across multiple
geographies — is a power-
ful signal of the city's
maturity as an enterprise
destination. The twin hubs
(GCCs), to be operated
under BASF Global
Business Services Private
Limited, will support
BASF's worldwide opera-
tions across finance,
human resources, supply
chain, regulatory services,
and in-house consulting.
They will serve as inte-
grated centres for process
standardisation, digital
transformation, and tech-
nology-enabled service
delivery — functioning as
a key node alongside
BASF's existing global
hubs in Berlin, Kuala
Lumpur, and Montevideo.

Hyderabad: Agriculture
Minister Tummala
Nageswara Rao urged
Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, to include
maize and sorghum in the
Price Support Scheme
(PSS) scheme and remove
25 per cent procurement
cap on chickpea and sun-
flower crops. In a letter to
the Union Minister, Rao
said that the Centre should
lift the 25 per cent pro-
curement limit on crops
like groundnut and sun-
flower cultivated during
the rabi season in the state.
Also Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops Cyberabad

Crime in 2025 He pointed
out that farmers are facing
difficulties due to these
limits and that the state is
bearing a financial burden
by purchasing the remain-
ing produce. He stated that
the Centre had permitted
procurement of 29,860

metric tonnes of
chickpea, which
is 25 per cent of
total production
through central
nodal agencies
for the central
pool, and
allowed procure-
ment of 3,690
metric tonnes of

sunflower. Also Read -
Country is Moving
towards Nationalist
Forces: Ramchander Rao
However, he noted that
procurement as per the
permitted limits had
already been completed
last week. He added that

farmers still have produce
left and are bringing it to
markets for sale. Since the
Centre-approved limits
have already been exceed-
ed, the minister requested
that the chickpea procure-
ment limit be increased to
112,077 metric million
acres, with favorable
weather conditions yield-
ing 26.57 quintals per
acre. Sorghum was culti-
vated in 368,000 acres,
with an estimated yield of
10 quintals per acre.
Farmers have begun
bringing sorghum produce
to markets. Due to the lack
of remunerative prices in

the market, the state gov-
ernment has set up 246
procurement centers for
maize and has purchased
about 399,000 metric
tonnes at MSP during the
current rabi season, the
minister said. Also Read -
BASF Inks LoI with
Telangana to Set Up
Global Digital Hubs He
also recalled that during
the previous kharif season,
the state procured about
376,000 metric tonnes of
diture of Rs.902.80 crore.
He urged the Centre to
immediately intervene and
include maize and
sorghum under the PSS.

Country is Moving towards
Nationalist Forces Hyderabad:

Civil Supplies Com
missioner Stephen
Ravindra on Tuesday
conducted a surprise
inspection at
Pedakaparthi pro-
curement centre,
directing officials to
speed up unloading,
vehicle movement,
and paddy transporta-
tion. As part of the
rabi paddy procure-
ment process,
Stephen Ravindra
asked officials to
increase unloading
operations at rice
mills. He also
instructed them to
enhance vehicle rota-
tion, expedite trans-
portation of paddy
from procurement
centers, and deploy
additional lorries and
hamalis. Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad
Crime in 2025 He
conducted a surprise
inspection at the
paddy procurement
center set up under
the Primary Agric
ultural Coop erative
Society at Pedakapar
thi in Chityal mandal
of Nalgonda district.
During the visit, he
reviewed details such
as the quantity of
paddy received so far,
availability of
hamalis, truck sheets,
vehicles tagged to

mills, tarpaulins, and
other logistics with
District Collector B.
Chandrashekhar and
the center officials.
Also Read - Country
is Moving towards
Nationalist Forces:
Ramchander Rao
Officials informed
that 25,000 quintals
of paddy had been
received d, with tab
entry completed.
They added that
around 15,000 metric
tonnes of paddy were
still available at the
procurement center.
As it is a major cen-
ter, 10 to 20 addition-
al lorries have been
arranged, the
Collector stated. He
further explained that
advance information
was given to millers
to avoid any shortage
of hamalis, and about
30 hamalis were
deployed at each pro-
curement center, with
30 to 35 workers

engaged at mills as
well. Also Read -
Owaisi Flags SIR Jolt
in Mamata Banerjee,
MK Stalin's Constit
completed 100 per-
cent. unny bags and
mber of hamalis and
was infa to Set Up
Global Digital Hubs
He also reviewed the
system-based upload-
ing of paddy details
and tab entry records.
The District Collector
informed that tab
entries are being
completed on a daily
basis. The instructed
officials to focus on
procurement centers
also directed that if
mills face space con-
straints, paddy should
be shifted to interme-
diate godowns.
Additionally, he
instructed the
Department Deputy
Commissioner Vani
to arrange more vehi-
cles to speed up
transportation.

South Coast Railway Zone
To Launch On June 1,

Gazette Released

Stephen Ravindra Inspects
Procurement Centre in Nalgonda

Hyderabad:
Telangana Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP)
president N Ramch
ander Rao on Tue
sday hailed the pa
rty's historic victory
in the Assam and
West Bengal assem-
bly elections. Rao
emphasised the grow-
ing support for
nationalist forces
across the country.
He also praised the
smooth conduct of
elections, citing the
Election Commis
sion's efforts in
ensuring free and fair
voting, despite oppo-
sition claims by the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) regarding the
results. Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad
Crime in 2025
Speaking to ANI,
Rao said, "The elec-
tion results point to
the fact that the coun-
try is moving towards
nationalist forces, the
BJP. The Assam and
Bengal results are
historical. People of
Bengal have shown
that they will no
longer tolerate
appeasement poli-
tics." "Bengal results
also point to the fact
that EC had taken all
steps to conduct a

smooth election, SIR
removed bogus votes,
and people cast their
votes without fear.
TMC has been
defeated, but they are
not ready to accept it
and are blaming ECI,
EVM," he further
added. Also Read -
Owaisi Flags SIR Jolt
in Mamata Banerjee,
MK Stalin's Constitu
Rao also praised the
smooth conduct of
elections, citing the
Election Commis
sion's efforts in
ensuring free and fair
voting, despite oppo-
sition claims by the
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) regarding the
resultsencies BJP cre-
ated history a day
earlier in the assem-
bly polls results, with
the party slated to

form its first govern-
ment in West Bengal
and the party-led
NDA scoring a hat-
trick of victories in
Assam. As per the
latest data released by
the Election Com
mission of India, the
BJP has secured 207
seats out of 294 seats
in the Assembly, and
the TMC won 80
seats. In Assam, BJP
secured 82 seats, sur-
passing the majority
mark of 64 by 18
seats, with its region-
al allies, Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) and
Bodoland People's
Front (BPF), each
winning 10 seats.
While the Congress,
despite its alliance
with five other par-
ties, could only man-
age 19 seats.

Amaravati/Visakha
patnam:

Andhra Pradesh
Minister for Roads
and Buildings B.C.
Janardhan Reddy on
Tuesday said a new
phase in the state's
transport sector will
begin on June 1 with
the official launch of
the South Coast Rail
way zone. Expressing
happiness over the
Centre issuing a
gazette notification
defining the limits
and jurisdiction of the
new railway zone,
Reddy thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Union
Minister of Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw
for taking a
favourable decision
with the southern
state's interests in
mind. Also Read -
Integrated Command
Control Centre Helps
TTD To Reduce
Delay In Darshan
Timing at Tirumala
"A new era in the

state's transport sec-
tor will begin with
the official com-
mencement of the
South Coast Railway
Zone's operations
from June 1, 2026,"
the minister said. He
described the deci-
sion to set up the rail-
way zone, with
Visakhapatnam as its
headquarters, as his-
toric and the fulfil-
ment of a long-cher-
ished demand of the
people of Andhra

Pradesh. With the
new railway zone,
Reddy said that rail-
way infrastrucsion to
set up the railture will
improve, along with
the introduction of
new trains and better
e m p l o y m e n t
prospects. The new
zone would strength-
en railway adminis-
tration, improve
operational efficiency
and enhance infra-
structure develop-
ment across the state.

37 AP Teachers Visit
Singapore to Undergo

Training on Quality Teaching
Vijayawada: A dele-
gation of 37 teachers
from Andhra Pradesh
has been sent to
Singapore for a five-
day training pro-
gramme aimed at
improving teaching
standards. The teach-
ers, who received the
State Best Teacher
Award in 2025,
began the pro-
gramme at the
National Institute of
Education from May
4 to 8 under the
theme “Designing
Learning, Inspiring
Thinking”. The group
includes 10 headmas-
ters, 18 school assis-
tants, four principals
and five physical
directors, including
17 women. Also
Read - Integrated
Command Control
Centre Helps TTD To
Reduce Delay In
Darshan Timing at
Tirumala The pro-
gramme covers

Singapore’s educa-
tion system, instruc-
tional design, critical
thinking skills, facili-
tation and collabora-
tion, and future-ready
classrooms. The dele-
gation will also visit
Yishun Secondary
School as part of the
training. The state
government plans
classrooms. The dele-
classrooms. The dele-
to send another batch
of 29 teachers to the
University of Turku

in Finland for further
training. Samagra
Shiksha state project
director B. Srinivasa
Rao said the teachers
will implement a
post-training action
plan and mentor other
educators after their
return. The initiative
is part of the vision of
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
and education minis-
ter N. Lokesh to align
education with global
standards.

BASF Inks LoI with Telangana
to Set Up Global Digital Hubs

Hyderabad
: AIMIM MP
Asaduddin Owaisi
has said that the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) was
conducted in con-
stituencies of both
the former Chief
Ministers of West
Bengal and Tamil
Nadu, Mamata
Banerjee and MK
Stalin, respectively,
and both of them
lost. "In Parliament
too, I had said that it is wrong to
link citizenship with SIR. The
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
has rules for citizenship. There are
NRC and NPR rules as well. This
is not just about casting your vote
but keeping your citizenship
intact,” he said. “We expect that

the Congress government in
Telangana will take this up seri-
ously. The SIR was conducted in
constituencies of both Mamata
Banerjee and MK Stalin, respec-
tively, and both of them lost. The
State government in Telangana
should pay attention to it," he
added

Owaisi Flags SIR Jolt in
Mamata Banerjee, MK
Stalin's Constituencies

Include Maize, Sorghum in PSS
Scheme: Tummala to Centre
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Hydraa demolishes stone
crushing and ready mix con-
crete plants at Kothwalguda

Hyderabad: 
Following intense
pressure from the
BRS and concerns
over environmental
impact due to indis-
criminate stone
crushing on city out-
skirts, the Hydraa on
Tuesday raided six of
these units including
the controversial op
erations of Raghava
Stone Crusher in
Kothwalguda.Accom
panied by heavy
police force, Hydraa
teams raided these six
locations with earth
movers and demol-
ished illegal stone
crushing units. One
of the crushers is
reportedly owned by
a company run by a
powerful minister in
Telangana
Accompanied by
heavy police force,
DRF teams of the
Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Asset
Protection Agency
(Hydraa) on Tuesday
raided six locations
with earth movers
and demolished ille-
gal stone crushing

units.Hydraa demol-
ishes illegal stone
crushing and ready
mix concrete plants at
KothwalgudIn a press
release, Hydraa said
it carried out a major
operation in
Vattinagulapally in
Gandipet mandal,
Gowlidoddi village in
Serilingampally man-
dal, and Kothwal
guda village in Sha
mshabad mandal in
Ranga Reddy district.
It took action against
those operating min-
ing, stone crushing,
and the ‘Ready Mix
Concrete’ (RMC)
plants without per-
mits, following com-
plaints from the
Pollution Control
Board, mining, and
revenue Hydraa dis-
mantled stone crush-
ing units at six loca-
tions and removed
machinery to prevent
future stone crushing.
Hydraa also removed
12 RMC plants.The
demolitions were car-
ried out under the
supervision of the
Telangana State

Pollution Control
Board (TGPCB),
mining, and revenue
departments, which
sought Hydraa’s coo
peration.Based on the
Ranga Reddy district
collector’s request,
Hydraa dismantled
illegal mining units.
Great India Mining in

Gowlidoddi12 RMC
plants.The , Parmesh
Singh Stone Crusher
Constructions, Prith
vi Stone Crusher at
three locations in
Vattinagulapally, and
Raghav Stone Crus
her in Kothwalguda
were involved in ille-
gal mining. Additi

onally, Makta Bhagat
Singh undertook
large-scale stone
crushing, according
to the press state-
ment.Hydraa demol-
ishes illegal stone
crushing and ready
mix concrete plants at
The illegal units were
reported to be caus-

ing a loss of hundreds
of crores to the govt
exchequer. Electricity
bills worth crores
were pending, and
the units were said to
be running on diesel
when the electricity
was cut, causing
severe pollution, said
a Hydraa official. 

Visakhapatnam Traffic
Police Issue 2,568

Challans In One Day

Telangana Govt Sets Up ICC to Address
Women Employees’ Grievances

Hyderabad: The Tel
angana government
has constituted an Int
ernal Com plaints
Comm ittee (ICC) for
redressal of com-
plaints or grievances
made by women
employees in Reve
nue department at the
Secretariat here. The
committee is headed
by L.L.V. Su bbam-
ma, Add itional Secr
etary Presiding Offi
cer to Government,
J.V. Vijayalakshmi,
Joint Secret nment,
A. Uma Reddy, a
Section Officer and
K. Nivedita, Assistant
Section Officer as
members. Nivedita is
also Telangana Sec
retariat Women
Association Repr
esentative. Also Read
- Part Time Job Fraud

Tops Cyberabad
Crime in 2025 The
committee would
receive complaints
regarding sexual

harassment of women
employees in work-
place and enquire in
the matter and pre-
pare a detailed

enquiry report. It will
furnish the detailed
reports on sexual
harassment of work-
ing women in the

department to the
SecreingThe commit-
tee was constitut
women in the ary to
Gover nment for ini-

tiating necessary dis-
ciplinary action as
per rules in force. The
committee would fol-
low the instructions
and guidelines issued
by the government
from time to time in
the matter, according
to D S Lokesh Kum
ar, Secr etary to Gov
ern ment. The com-
mittee was constitut-
ed after the WoThe
committee was con-
stitutmen, Child,
Disabled and Senior
ing women in the
Cing women in the
partment had request-
ed all the departments
of Secretariat to con-
stitute ICCs for
redressal of complai
nts and grievances
made by wo men at
the workplace.

Bike linked to PMJ jewellery
dacoity found in Dharmapuri

Jagtial: One of the
bikes reportedly used
by burglars to escape
after the PMJ jew-
ellery dacoity was
found in Dharmapuri
temple town on
Tuesday. Besides the
black-coloured Puls
ar bike, a helmet and
a water bottle were
found near the
Mahalakshmi Pus
hkar Ghat on the
banks of the Godava
ri river.Police sus-
pected that the
thieves could have
crossed the river on
foot after leaving the
bike at the Pushkar
Ghat. It is suspected
that they might have
fled to Maharashtra.
After learning about
the abandoned bike,
police rushed to the
spot and began an
investigation from
different angles.
Officials are investi-
gating whether the

vehicle has any con-
nection with the
dacoity.The move-
ments of the two
bikes used in the jew-
ellery shop theft were
recorded on a CCTV
camera fixed in front
of a house in Rudrara
m of Ramadugu man-
dal. The suspects
reportedly reached
Dharmapuri after
passing through
Jagtial. Instead of

travelling on the
national highway,
they reached Dharm
apuri through the
Beerpur forest area.
Police are now exam-
ining CCTV footage
from rural areas.The
suspense in the case
continues since only
one vehicle was
found though two
bikes were reportedly
used in the robbery.
Police are verifying

the details of the
bike, including the
owner and address,
based on the number
plate. On the other
hand, police are also
searching for hand,
police are also the
whereabouts of the
other bike in the
Beerpur forest area.
It is learnt that the
dacoits reportedly
chose rural routes
after the theft to

avoid CCTV cam-
eras and police
checking while
travelling to their
destination. Except
in Rudraram, their
movements were
not captured any-
where.Briefing the
media on Tuesday,
DCP A Bhaskar
said Ashish
Srinivas, a private
employee, and
Reddimalla Akash,
a mining engineer-
ing student, both

residents of
Chandrapur, were
nabbed for their
involvement in the
theft at the house of
Mudam hand, police
are also Nagaiah on
April 22. They were
detained while mov-
ing suspiciously at
the Mancherial bus
stand.During interro-
gation, Srinivas and
Akash confessed to
getting accustomed to

a luxurious lifestyle.
They admitted to
pledging gold orna-
ments for Rs 6.76
lakh. They spent the
money lavishly and
on online betting.
They also confessed
to targeting locked
houses in different
towns of Telanga
na.Police said the two
were found to be
involved in 12
offences reported in
Nagpur and Chan
drapur in Mahar ash-
tra. A special team
managed to nab them
using technology,
footage recorded on
CCTV cameras and
clues gathered from
the crime scene.
Bhaskar commended
Mancherial ACP R
Prakesh and
Inspector S Pramod
Rao for cracking the
mystery behind the
sensational burglary.

HC for Timeline on
Fee Dues Under G.O.7

Hyderabad: The Telangana High
Court on Monday directed the
state government to submit its
explanation with regard to Clause
XIV of GO Ms No. 7, dated
29.04.2026, which lacked the spe-
cific timeline to clear all admitted
dues payable to educational insti-
tutions in respect fee reimburse-
ment for the academic years up to
and including 2025-26. The
clause mentioned that all admitted
dues, including amounts for
which tokens had been generated,
shall continue to be settled by the
welfare department concerned
under the existing institution-
routed reimbursement mecha-
nism, and the migration to direct
benefit transfer (DBT) mode
under the GO shall not affect,
prejudice or extinguish such pre-
existing liability of the govern-
ment. Also Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops Cyberabad Crime in
2025 However, educational
Institutions raised objections
before the High Court that the
government was trying to circum-
vent the pending dues owed to the
colleges and had taken the new
stand to transfer the fee amount
under DBT mode to the students’
Aadhaar-linked bank accounts.
Justice Juvvadi Sridevi of the
High Court directed the state gov-
ernment to file detailed counters
on this regard by June 24, particu-
larly in view of the commence-
ment of the academic year 2026-
27 in July. The judge made it clear
that in case of any delay in filing
the affidavits, the court would
take a call on the interim applica-
tions filed by the educational
Institutions . Also Read -
HYDRAA Raids 6 Sites,
Demolishes Illegal Stone
Crushing Units The judge was

dealing with a petition filed by
several engineering educational
institutions which complained
against the government for failing
to release the admitted amounts
payable to the institutions under
the scheme of reimbursement of
tuition fee, and the prohibition
imposed on the educational
Institutions from directly collect-
ing tuition fee and special fee.
During the hearing on Monday,
special government counsel S.
Rahul Reddy sought additional
time to obtain instructions and file
detailed counter-affidavits, partic-
ularly concerning Clause XIV of
GO Ms No. 7. Also Read - Sridhar
Babu Lays Foundation for Rs.453
Cr ITP Aero Facility Counsels for
the petitioners brought to the
notice of the court that the gov-
ernment had not submitted an
explanation its stand on Clause
XII of the same GO, despite court
orders for explanation dated April
30. The said clause prohibited the
colleges from insisting on the
payment of fees from the students
at the time of admission. Counsels
urged the court to continue the
interim suspension of Clause XII.
The court granted Media from
Linking Her to Financial Fraud
Hyderabad:In a relief to the
Telugu folk singer and television
presenter Satyavathi Mudavath,
known as Mangli, the City Civil
Court here on Monday issued
interim injunction orders — ‘John
Doe’ orders, also known as
‘Ashok Kumar orders’ in India —
restraining several media plat-
forms and certain individuals
from telecasting or posting
defamatory statements against her
by linking her to a large-scale
micro finance and investment
fraud scheme.

Visakhapatnam: Visakhapatnam
City Traffic Police issued 2,568 e-
challans during a special enforce-
ment drive on May 3 to curb vio-
lations and improve road safety.
Officials said the rise in vehicles
has led to frequent violations and
accidents. Personnel were
deployed at key junctions to mon-
itor and penalise offenders under
the Motor Vehicles Act. Of the
total cases, 1,268 were booked
against riders not wearing hel-
mets, while pillion riders account-
ed for 211 cases and 109 cases
involved triple riding. Over-
speeding detected through inter-
ceptor vehicles led to 300 cases,
and 29 motorists were booked for
using mobile phones while driv-
ing. Also Read - Girls Outperform
Boys in AP Polycet Exam Seven
cases were registered for driving

without valid licences and six
against minors operating vehicles.
Wrong parking led to 73 cases,
with 55 vehicles towed. Thirty-six
motorists were caught driving
under the influence of alcohol,
and 486 cases were filed for other
violations. In all, 61 vehicles were
seized. In coordination with the
Regional Transport Office, police
inspected 10 privatcases, and 29
motorists were booked for using
mobile phones while driving.
Also Read - Girls Outperform
Boys in AP Polycet Exam Seven
cases were registered for driving
without valid licences and six
against minors operating vee and
RTC buses for compliance with
safety norms. Officials said fur-
ther action would be taken against
bike racing, rash driving and use
of modified silencers
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'Jana Nayagan' Vijay Writes To Governor
To Form Next Govt After TVK's

Blockbuster Debut In Tamil Nadu Elections
Chennai: Following a
blockbuster debut in the
Tamil Nadu assembly
election 2026, actor-
turned-politician Vijay,
whose Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam(TVK) em
erged as the single
largest party by winning
108 of the 234 seats, has
written to the Governor
seeking time for govern-
ment formation.
The TVK secured 34.92
percent of the votes in
the assembly polls while
the incumbent MK
Stalin-led DMK, secured
24.19 percent of the
votes winning 59 seats.
The AIADMK, which
contested the assembly
elections as the opposi-
tion, secured 21.21 per-
cent of the votes and
won 47 seats
Among the parties that
contested as part of the
DMK alliance, the
Congress party won 5
seats; the Indian Union
Muslim League
(IUML), the Communist
Party of India (CPI), the
Communist Party of

India (Marxist) [CPIM],
and the VCK each won 2
constituencies, and the
Desiya Murpokku
Dravida Kazhagam (DM
DK) won 1 constituen-
cy.In the AIADMK-led
alliance, the Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK)
won 4 seats, while the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and the Amma
Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK)

each won 1 seat.
With the TVK emerging
as the single largest
party, Vijay Vishwanath
Ar lekar,  writte
Vishwanath Arlekar, n a
letter to Tamil Nadu
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar,
requesting that the party
be invited to form the
government. Furthe
rmore, he has stated in
the letter that he would

prove his majority with-
in two weeks.
Consequently, it remains
to be seen whether the
Governor will request
letters of support from a
majority of the Members
of the Legislative
Assembly or grant the
requested two week time
frame.Vijay's TVK is
short of the 118 majority
mark to form the next
government.

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann, AAP MLAs
Arrive In Delhi To Meet President

Murmu Over Rajya Sabha Defections

Assembly Election 2026: BJP Retains
Seat As Singhal Defeats Congress

Chandigarh:
Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann on May
5 (Tuesday), is sched-
uled to hold an impor-
tant meeting with the
President Droupadi
Murmu, over the recent
defection of seven Rajya
Sabha MPs to the BJP,
for which he has reached
Delhi on Tuesday along
with his party MLAs.
Before meeting the
President, CM Mann
said, "I think the
President will listen to
us. The President is the
custodian of the
Constitution; she is the
constitutional head of
the country.""We're 95
Soldiers Who Will
Never Leave AAP"
The MLAs and ministers
who have reached Delhi
with CM Mann have
also made full prepara-
tions. Before leaving,
they announced in uni-
son that all 95 of are
united. Cabinet minis-
ters Ravojat Singh,
Hardeep Singh
Mundian, Barinder
Kumar Goyal, Lalchand
Kataruchak and AAP
MLA Charanjit Singh
said, "Today we are
going to meet the
President in Delhi from
the CM's residence. A
petition for Right to
Recall against those six
Rajya Sabha members of
our party, who have
defected and joined BJP,
has to be submitted to
President Droupadi
Murmu. The AAP is
going to attack the BJP
and [PM] Modi for try-
ing to break us with ED
and SIR. We won't allow
this sabotage in Punjab.

Those who have joined
BJP will either be
demanded to return, or
their membership has to
be cancelled."Minister
Mundian also said, "We
can also remove those,
whom Punjab has send
as Rajya Sabha mem-
bers. We'll submit this
demand for the Right to
Recall to the President.
We, the entire AAP lead-
ership, are together. We
are soldiers of the AAP.
We are 95 soldiers who
will never leave the
AAP, and stand with
Arvind Kejriwal."
Kejriwal May Get
Another Surprise:
Congress"I had already
warned that Bhagwant
Mann could quietly field
MLAs in Delhi to serve
the interests of the BJP.
Now, with Raghav
Chadha meeting the
President just 90 min-
utes ago on the same
day, this sequence raises
more questions than
answers. At this rate,
Arvind Kejriwal will get
the next 'surprise' a little

sooner — for him too,
and we should not forget
— Sunil Kumar Jakhar
had yesterday given a
hint that the AAP and the
BJP are two sides of the
same coin," said
Congress MLA Partap
Singh Bajwa, the Leader
of Opposition in Punjab.
Earlier, CM Mann wrote
on X: “Today, we have
set out in the company
of all AAP MLAs to dis-
cuss Punjab's burning
issues and present the
state's resounding voice
before the esteemed
President… Our govern-
ment remains fully com-
mitted to Punjab's pros-
perity and the safeguard-
ing of the rights of every
section of society,” he
added.Seven AAP Rajya
Sabha members —
Raghav Chadha,
Sandeep Pathak, Ashok
Mittal, cricketer Harbh
ajan Singh, Rajinder
Gupta, Swati Maliwal
and Vikramjit Sahney —
last month announced
their decision to quit the
AAP and join the BJP.

Except for Maliwal, six
other MPs represent
Punjab in the Upper
HouseAfter the defec-
tion of Rajya Sabha
MPs, CM Mann
announced that he will
meet President Droupadi
Murmu on May 5 to
raise the issue, which he
described as "illegal"
and "unlawful defec-
tion" by seven Rajya
Sabha MPs, while
asserting that such
"actions amount to a
betrayal of the people's
mandate".Last week, the
Chief Minister won the
confidence motion in a
special one-day
Assembly session, send-
ing a clear message that
attempts to destabilise
the government have
failed. Declaring the
mandate in the 117-
member House as a
reflection of enduring
public trust, CM Mann
had said that the AAP’s
support base remains
intact and will translate
into an even bigger man-
date in 2027.

Centre notifies South Coast Railway
Zone with Vizag as headquarters

Amaravati: The Centre
has issued a gazette noti-
fication establishing the
South Coast Railway
Zone, with Visakhapa
tnam as its headquarters.
The new railway zone,
which will come into
effect from June 1, 2026,
comprises Guntakal,
Guntur, Vijayawada and
Visakhapatnam divi-
sions.The Ministry of
Railways included some
of the existing area
under South Central
Railway and East Coast
Railway into the new
zone. Guntakal, Guntur
and Vijayawada are
existing divisions of
South Central Railway
and they have been re-
organsied and made part
of the new railway zone.
The truncated Waltair
division of East Coast
Railway has been
renamed as
Visakhapatnam division
and re-organised. The
new railway zone for
Andhra Pradesh was
promised at the time of
the state’s bifurcation in
2014. The creation of
South Coast Railway
Zone headquartered in
Visakhapatnam was
originally announced by
the Centre in 2019.

However, work on the
administrative aspects of
the new zone was expe-
dited after the N
Chandrababu Naidu-led
NDA government
assumed office in the
state in 2024. In January
2025, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone for the
construction of the
South Coast Railway
zonal headquarters in
Visakhapatnam.
As per the notification,
East Coast Railway,
which has its headquar-
ters at Bhubaneswar,
will comprise existing
Sambalpur division, re-
organised Khurda Road
division and the new
division of Rayagada.
Existing Hyderabad and
Nanded divisions and re-

organised Secunderabad
division will come under
the jurisdiction of South
Central Railway.
Itchpuram–Palasa rail-
way line which until
recently fell under the
Khurda Road division
has been transferred-
porarily established at
to the Visakhapatnam
division.Similarly, the
Raichur–Wadi section
has been transferred
from the Guntakal
Division to the
Secunderabad Division.
line, previously part of
the Guntur Division,
will now come under
Secunderabad division.
Kondapalli–Motumari
line, located within the
Secunderabad division,
has been shifted to the
Vijayawada division.

Road–Vizianagaram
section has been desig-
nated as the new bound-
ary between the Raya
gada and Visakha pat-
nam divisions.While
participating in ground-
breaking ceremony for
the Google AI Data
Centre in Visakh apat-
nam on the April 28,
Railway Mini ster
Ashwini Vaishnaw had
announced that the new
railway zone will be
notified with effect from
June 1.The same day,
Ashwini Vaishnaw,
along with Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister,
N. Chandrababu Naidu,
reviewed the operations
of the South Coast
Railway Zone. They vis-
ited the South Coast
Railway Zone office,
which has been tem-
porarily established at
the Visakhapatnam
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(VMRDA) office.
The Chief Minister had
appealed to the railway
minister to implement
certain administrative
changes, specifically by
integrating additional
sections into the newly-
established South Coast
Railway Zone.

Paddy Procurement For
Rabi To Begin Today

Kakinada: The state
government will com-
mence procurement of
paddy for the rabi season
from Saturday, targeting
23 lakh metric tonnes.
Civil supplies minister
Nadendla Manohar, who
visited Nidadavolu on
Friday along with
Tourism Minister
Kandula Durgesh, said
arrangements have been
completed for procure-
ment. He said 1,917
paddy procurement cen-
tres have been set up,
17,200 vehicles
arranged for transporta-
tion, and 1,264 rice mills
have completed bank
guarantee formalities to
receive paddy from
farmers. Also Read - 3
Youths Killed As Bus
Rams Bike Near
Anakapalli The minister
said the government has

taken steps to avoid
issues faced during the
previous rabi season and
ensure smooth procure-
ment. Rice mills have
been instructed to sub-
mit self-declarations and
supply adequate gunny
bags bags. He said pay-
ments to farmers.
Officials will verify the

declarations and certify
availability of gunny
bags. He said payments
will be credited directly
to farmers’ accounts
within eight hours of
uploading the paddy
track sheet. He bags. He
said payments also said
that steam rice will be
supplied for mid-day

meals from this year.
Criticising former Chief
Minister Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy over the
proposed name ‘MAVI-
GUN’, he termed it inap-
propriate and alleged
attempts to create unrest.
He reiterated that avati
would remain the per-
manent capital.

BRS ridicules Congress govt for turning
education system into musical chairs

Hyderabad: BRS MLC
Dasoju Sravan accused
the Congress govern-
ment of playing musical
chairs with frequent
transfers of officers
heading Telangana
Social Welfare Resi den-
tial Educational Instit
utions Society (TGSW
EIS). He said the gov-
ernment was neglecting
the State’s education
administration through
excessive centralisation.
In a statement, Sravan
said for the first time
since 1974, a non-IAS
and non-Group-1 officer
had been appointed as
Secretary (FAC) of the
TGSWREIS through a

recent government
order, bypassing estab-
lished norms. He point-
ed out that six officers
had been changed in the
post since December

2023.The BRS leader
stated that the frequent
reshuffling was a delib-
erate attempt to prevent
senior IAS officers from
discovering irregulari-

ties in the department.
He alleged that the
government was cen-
tralising procurement
processes, bringing
large tenders under
direct control of the
Chief Minister’s Office
and raising curtains for
irregularities.Citing
earlier allegations of
irregularities in pro-
curement, Sravan
demanded immediate
intervention by vigi-
lance authorities and
the Anti-Corruption

Bureau. He warned that
those involved in misuse
of public funds meant
for students’ welfare will
be held accountable.

Ashok Singhal of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) secured a decisive
victory from Assam’s
Dhekiajuli Assembly
constituency, defeating
Congress candidate
Batash Orang by a mar-
gin of 48,169 votes.
Singhal polled 1,11,880
votes, comfortably out-
pacing Orang and rein-
forcing the BJP’s strong-
hold in the constituency.
During the counting
process, Singhal main-
tained a consistent lead,
securing 24,869 votes
after nine rounds, with
the Congress candidate
trailing throughout.
Dhekiajuli
Dhekijuli, located in
Sonitpur district, is a
rural-urban Assembly
constituency under the
Tezpur Lok Sabha seat.
The region is known for
its tea gardens, agricul-
tural economy and his-

torical significance in
north Assam.
The constituency has
witnessed a clear politi-
cal shift over the past
decade. The BJP cap-
tured the seat in 2016,
ending the Congress’
earlier dominance, and
retained it in 2021 with
Singhal securing 93,768
votes and a 57 per cent
vote share. In 2016, he
had won with 71,425
votes, reflecting steady

electoral growth.
With an electorate of
around 2.24 lakh voters,
Dhekiajuli is both demo-
graphically and politi-
cally significant in
Upper Assam. The con-
stituency recorded a
voter turnout of approxi-
mately 83.29 per cent,
indicating consistent
participation and a polit-
ically aware electorate.
The seat has a diverse
population comprising

tea garden workers,
Assamese communities
and various tribal
groups. Spread across
tea estates, forest areas
and rural settlements,
the constituency reflects
varied socio-economic
conditions.The con-
stituency had also drawn
attention during protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act, high-
lighting its active politi-
cal engagement.
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US Fights To Reopen The Strait Of
Hormuz As UAE Comes Under
Attack In A Test Of Iran Truce

Dubai: The U.S. mil-
itary said it fired on
Iranian forces and
sank six small boats
targeting civilian
ships as it moved to
reopen the Strait of
Hormuz on Monday.
The United Arab
Emirates, a key
American ally, said it
had come under
attack from Iran for
the first time since a
fragile ceasefire took
hold in early April.
The U.S. military
said two American-
flagged merchant
ships had successful-
ly transited the strait
on Monday as part of
a new initiative.
The UAE Defense
Ministry said its air
defenses had engaged
15 missiles and four
drones fired by Iran.
Authorities in the
eastern emirate of
Fujairah said one
drone sparked a fire
at a key oil facility,
wounding three
Indian nationals. The
British military

reported two cargo
vessels ablaze off the
UAE. Tehran did not
outright confirm or
deny the attacks but
early on Tuesday,
Iran's Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi said on X
that both the U.S. and
the UAE “should be
wary of being
dragged back into
quagmire.”
In similarly vague
terms, Iranian state
television earlier
quoted an anonymous
military official as
saying Tehran had
had “no plan” to tar-
get the UAE or one of
its oil fields. "The
incident resulted
from U.S. military
adventurism to create
an illegal passage,”
the official said about
the oil facility attack,
apparently referring
to U.S. President
Donald Trump 's lat-
est efforts to reopen
the the Strait of
Hormuz, a critical
waterway for global

energy.
Breaking Iran’s
chokehold on the
strait would ease
global economic con-
cerns and deny Iran a
major source of
leverage. But such
efforts also risk
reigniting the full-
scale fighting that
erupted when the
U.S. and Israel first
attacked Iran on Feb.
28, prompting it to
close the strait.
Shipping companies,
and their insurers, are
unlikely to take such
a risk, given that Iran
has fired on ships in
the waterway and
vowed to keep doing
so. Iran has said the
new U.S. effort is a
violation of the frag-
ile ceasefire that has
held for more than
three weeks.
US says it has
reopened a lane
through the strait
Iran’s effective clo-
sure of the strait,
which runs between
Iran and Oman, has

caused a spike in
worldwide fuel prices
and rattled the global
economy. The U.S.-
led Joint Maritime
Information Center
had advised ships
Monday to cross the
strait in Oman’s
waters, saying it had
set up an “enhanced
security area.”
Adm. Brad Cooper,
commander of U.S.
Central Command,
told reporters that
American forces have
successfully opened a
passage through the

strait that is free of
Iranian mines. He
said Iran launched
multiple cruise mis-
siles, drones and
small boats at civilian
ships under the U.S.
military’s protection.
U.S. military helicop-
ters sank six of the
small boats, Cooper
said, adding that
“each and every”
threat had been
defeated. “The U.S.
commanders who are
on the scene have all
the authority neces-
sary to defend their

unit and to defend
commercial shipping
-- as we saw and
demonstrated earlier
today,” Cooper said.
Trump had warned
Sunday that Iranian
efforts to halt passage
through the strait
“will, unfortunately,
have to be dealt with
forcefully.” He
described “Project
Freedom” in humani-
tarian terms,
designed to aid
stranded seafarers on
hundreds of ships that
have been stuck in

India Condemns UAE Drone Attack,
Urges End To Hostilities After 3

Indians Injured
New Delhi: India on
Tuesday condemned
the attack on three
Indian nationals who
were injured when a
fire broke out in the
Fujairah Petroleum
Industries Zone
(FOIZ) in the United
Arab Emirates. The
fire was caused by a
drone strike attrib-
uted to Iran. The gov-
ernment termed the
attack as "unaccept-
able."The Ministry of
External Affairs
(MEA) issued a state-
ment on social media,
calling for an imme-
diate end to hostilities
and the targeting of
civilian infrastructure
and innocent people.
In its statement, the
MEA said, "The
attack in Fujairah that
resulted in injuries to
three Indian nationals

is unacceptable. We
urge the immediate
cessation of these
hostilities and the tar-
geting of civilian
infrastructure and
innocent civilians."
Three Indian nation-
als sustained moder-
ate injuries after the
fire broke out in the
oil facility, the
Khaleej Times report-
ed, quoting authori-
ties in Fujairah. The
injured were taken to
the hospital for treat-
ment, it added.

The Ministry further
reiterated the need for
"dialogue and diplo-
macy" to address the
West Asia Conflict.
"India continues to
advocate for dialogue
and diplomacy to
address the situation,
aiming to restore

peace and stability
across West Asia."
MEA also called for
the free and unimped-
ed navigation and
commerce, as disrup-
tion in the Strait of
Hormuz has squeezed

countries in Europe
and Asia that depend
on Persian Gulf oil
and gas, raising
prices far beyond the
region. The US has
also enforced a naval
blockade on Iranian

ports since April 13,
telling at least 49
commercial ships to
turn back, according
to Central Command.
"We also call for free
and unimpeded navi-
gation and commerce

through the Strait of
Hormuz, in accor-
dance with interna-
tional law. India
stands ready to sup-
port all efforts toward
a peaceful resolution
of these issues," the
statement read.
Earlier in the day, the
Indian Embassy in
the UAE assured that
adequate medical
care and welfare are
being provided to the
injured Indian nation-
als. In a post on X,
the Indian Embassy
in the UAE con-
firmed that three
Indians sustained
injuries in attacks in
Fujairah. "We are in
touch with local
authorities for ensur-
ing adequate medical
care and welfare of
the affected Indian
nationals," it added.

Assembly Election 2026: BJP's
Krishna Kamal Tanti Wins
Rangapara By 43,315 Votes

Tamil Nadu Election 2026 Tittakudi
Constituency Result: DMK's Ganesan

Defeats TVK's Rajasekar By 2,629 Votes
Chennai: In an elec-
tion where actor
Vijay's Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) threw a sur-
prise, winning 108
seats and emerging as
the single largest
party in the 2026
Tamil Nadu
Assembly Elections,
DMK’s C V Ganesan
managed to defeat
TVK's Rajasekar A
by a slender margin
of 2,629 votes in
Tittakudi constituen-
cy.Ganesan polled
63,106 votes while
Rajasekar managed
to get 60,477 votes.
Tittakudi is a
Municipality and
taluk headquarters in
Cuddalore district.

The SC reserved
Assembly seat was
created out of the
Mangalore (SC) seat
during the 2008
delimitation exercise.
It is part of the
Cuddalore Lok Sabha
constituency. The

2010 Tamil film
Thittakudi starring
Ravi was set in the
town.It was held by
the DMK’s Ganesan
since 2016. Since
May 2021, he has
been serving as Tamil
Nadu's Minister for

Labour Welfare and
Skill Development.
This year, apart from
Rajasekar, Ganesan
was pitted against the
AIADMK’s two-time
MLA N Murugumar
an, who came third
with 42,502 votes.

TVK, headquartered
in Panaiyur, Chennai,
was founded on
February 2, 2024, by
Vijay, who became
its first president.
With his party man-
aging a blockbuster
political debut, Vijay
is the likely Chief
Ministerial candidate.
After the stunning
electoral perform-
ance, TVK leaders
said the party remains
committed to fulfill-
ing its promises and
thanked voters for
placing their trust in
them in the Tamil
Nadu Assembly elec-
tions.On Tuesday,
winning candidates
gathered at the party
headquarters in

Panaiyur, Chennai,
for a key meeting to
chart the future
course. The venue
witnessed heavy
police deployment
and barricading in
view of the arrival of
newly elected repre-
s e n t a t i ve s . TV K ' s
winning candidate
from Anna Nagar,
V.K. Ramkumar,
described the out-
come as a landmark
moment for the state.
"This is a massive
victory for Tamil
Nadu. We dedicate
this win to the people
who have placed their
trust in us. We will
carry forward all the
promises made by
our leader," he said.

Assam’:Joy Prakash Das of the
Indian National Congress (INC)
secured victory from Assam’s
Naoboicha Assembly constituen-
cy after a closely contested elec-
tion, defeating Asom Gana
Parishad (AGP) candidate
Basanta Das by a margin of
23,751 votes.
Joy Prakash Das polled 86,981
votes, while Basanta Das trailed
despite early leads during the ini-
tial rounds of counting. According
to Election Commission data,
after 12 rounds, the Congress can-
didate had taken a clear lead with
23,433 votes, overturning early
trends that had favoured the AGP.
NaoboichaNaoboicha has increas-
ingly emerged as a swing con-
stituency, reflecting shifting voter
preferences over successive elec-
tions. In 2021, the Congress
regained control, with Bharat
Narah winning and re-establish-
ing the party’s presence in the
region. The alternating results
highlight how voters in
Naoboicha tend to prioritise local
leadership and issues over fixed
party loyalties.Located in
Lakhimpur district, Naoboicha is
a Scheduled Caste-reserved con-

stituency with a predominantly
rural character. It has an electorate
of over 1.73 lakh voters, with
agriculture forming the backbone
of the local economy. The con-
stituency is spread across riverine
plains, where livelihoods are
closely tied to seasonal cycles and
environmental conditions.The
seat recorded a voter turnout of
approximately 88.43 per cent,
indicating strong participation
and a politically aware electorate.
Such high h Bharat Narah win-
ning and re-establishing the
party’s presence in the region. The
alternating results highlight how
voters in Naoboicha tend to pri-
oritise local leadership and issues
over fixed party loyalties.Located
in Lakhimpur district, Naoboicha
is a Scheduled Caste-reserved
constituency with a predominant-
ly turnout often contributes to
closely fought contests and
dynamic electoral outcomes.
Despite active political engage-
ment, Naoboicha continues to
face persistent challenges.
Flooding and river erosion remain
major concerns, frequently affect-
ing agriculture, damaging infra-
structure and disrupting daily life.

Assam:Krishna Kamal Tanti of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
registered a commanding victory
from Assam's Rangapara
Assembly constituency, defeating
Congress candidate Kartik
Chandra Kurmi by a margin of
43,315 votes.Tanti secured 81,022
v otes, while Kurmi secured
37,707 votes, according to the
Election Commission's results
announced on Monday night. The
convincing margin reflects a
strong mandate in favour of the
incumbent BJP MLA, who has
now retained the seat for another
term.During the counting process,
Tanti maintained a consistent lead
from the very beginning.
According to Election
Commission data, he led by
29,985 votes after seven rounds of
counting, with the Congress can-
didate trailing significantly
throughout, indicating a clear
trend early on.Rangapara
Rangapara has since 2016 become
a stronghold of the BJP, when the
party first captured the seat. It
retained the constituency in 2021
and has now secured a third con-
secutive victory. The BJP's sus-
tained success in the region is
largely attributed to its expanding
influence in tea garden belts,
where welfare initiatives, grass-
roots outreach and organisational

strength have helped consolidate
voter support.
Situated in Sonitpur district,
Rangapara is a strategically sig-
nificant constituency located near
the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh
border. It is classified as a rural-
urban seat and has an electorate of
approximately 1.69 lakh voters.
The constituency is known for its
expansive tea estates and a
diverse population comprising
tea-tribe communities, Nepali-ori-
gin settlers and indigenous
Assamese groups.
The seat recorded a voter turnout
of aroun clear trend early
on.Rangapara Rangapara has
since 2016 become a stronghold
of the BJP, when the party first
captured the seat. It retained the
constituency in 2021 and has now
secured a third consecutive victo-
ry. The BJP's sustained success in
the region is largely attributed to
its expanding influence in tea gar-
den belts, where welfare initia-
tives, grassroots outreach and
organisational strength have
helped consolidate voter support.
84.37 per cent, reflecting steady

political participation and engage-
ment among voters. In recent
election cycles, the electorate has
largely preferred continuity and
stability in representation.

Assembly Election 2026:
Congress’ Joy Prakash Das Wins

Naoboicha By 23,751 Votes
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2 Men From Minority Hindu
Community In Pakistan Set To Join

Federal Civil Service

Islamabad: Two men
from the minority Hindu
community have quali-
fied to join the federal
civil service of Pakistan,
where representation of
such groups in govern-
ment jobs is historically
low.Jeevan Rebari and
Khem Chand Jandora,
both from Sindh
province, were among
the 170 candidates qual-
ified to join the Central
Superior Services (CSS)
following the declara-
tion of results by the
Federal Public Service
Commission (FPSC) on
ThursdayWith a total
population of 3.8 mil-
lion, Hindus are the
largest minority commu-
nity in Pakistan, mostly
residing in Sindh
province, according to
the 2023 population cen-
sus. Minority represen-
tation in Pakistan’s CSS
is historically low,
prompting the govern-
ment to launch initia-
tives like the special
training programme in

2025 to increase inclu-
sion.According to the
FPSC, 12,792 people
across the country
appeared in the written
examinations, out of
which 355 passed, and
the total number of
selected candidates
stood at 170 after further
rounds. According to the
official data, 123 seats
reserved for minorities
are vacant, which further
highlights the impor-
tance of these men mak-
ing it to the top
list.Khem Chand’s par-
ents had to take loans at
high interest rates and
sell jewellery for their
son’s education, while
Jeevan, due to a lack of
resources, took shelter in
a gurdwara and fulfilled
his needs from langar,
according to a BBC
report. Khem Chand
belongs to the ‘Jandora
community’, it added.

Jandora, the Sindhi com-
munity derives their
name from "Jand",

which refers to the
heavy stone mill. The
community used to run
this mill to grind wheat
and sell the flour they
made. Khem Chand’s
father was the first "rev-
olutionary" of this com-
munity because pursuing
education was consid-
ered rebellion and
betrayal of the ancestral
work.He said that to
meet the expenses of his
education, his mother
sold her jewellery, and
his father took loans
from private banks at
high interest rates.
Jeevan Rebari's success
is also special because
he did not resort to the
minority quota, but
achieved success on
general merit for higher
studies. a community
which historically was
meant to raise livestock
and wander from village
to village for fodder and
water, he received his
education up to universi-
ty from government
institutions. He did his

LLB from the Law
Department of Sindh
University in 2021 and
then went to Lahore to
prepare for the competi-
tive exam. Jeevan gave
his first shot in 2023CSS
has 12 groups from the
Foreign Service to the
Postal Service, and
Rajendra Menghwar d
wander from village to
village for fodder and
water, he received his
education up to universi-
ty from government
institutiobecame the first
Hindu PSP (Police
Service of Pakistan)
officer after the 2022
results. The success of
Rajendra, who became
the first PSP officer in
2021, further encour-
aged him to join this
field and be an example
for others.
While the constitution
guarantees equal rights
and a 5 per cent quota
exists for minorities in
federal jobs, their actual
representation remains
under the quota limit.

Iran Will Be Blown Off If It
Attacks US Vessels Escorting Ships
Through Hormuz, Warns Trump

New Delhi: US
President Donald Trump
on Monday warned that
Iran would be "blown
off the face of the Earth"
if it attacks US vessels
escorting stranded ships
through the Strait of
Hormuz.Trump made
the remarks while speak-
ing to Fox News, amid
reports that Iran had tar-
geted some ships being
guided through the Strait
under 'Project Freedom',
an operation launched
by the US Central
Command after the
President's orders.v
vTaking to his social
media platform Truth
Social, Trump claimed
Iran had attacked some
ships, including a South
Korean cargo ship, that
was being guided
through the Strait, which
has largely remained
closed since the conflict
with Iran began on
February 28."Iran has
taken some shots at
unrelated Nations with
respect to the Ship
Movement, PROJECT
FREEDOM, including a
South Korean Cargo
Ship. Perhaps it’s time
for South Korea to come
and join the mission,"
Trump said.The US
President further said
US forces have shot
down seven small boats

and urged South Korea
to join the mission in the
Hormuz Strait."We have
shot down seven small
Boats or, as they like to
call them, 'fast' Boats.
It’s all they have left.
Other than the South
Korean Ship, there has
been, at this moment, no
damage going through
the Strait. Secretary of
War Pete Hegseth and
Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Dan
Caine, will have a News
Conference tomorrow
(Tuesday) morning," the
President added.
The President told Fox
News that the US mili-
tary buildup in the
region is continuing.

"We have more weapons
and ammunition at a
much higher grade than
we had before," Trump
said."We have the best
equipment. We have
stuff all over the world.
We have these bases all
over the world. They are
all stocked up with
equipment. We can use
all of that stuff, and we
will, if we need it,"
Trump said.
er, addressing a presser
at the White House,
President Trump reiter-
ated that under no cir-
cumstances Iran should
be allowed to have a
nuclear weapon. He
said, "Iran has no navy,
air force, anti-aircraft

equipment, or leaders.
We can't let them have a
nuclear weapon or
you're going to have
problems like nobody
would believe."
"We had toterated that
under no circumstances
Iran should be allowed
to have a nuclear
weapon. He said, "Iran
has no nav do this little
excursion in Iran. It was
worth it to get rid of
lunatics that would have
nuclear weapons that
can wipe out countries
with the push of a but-
ton. It should've been
done a long time ago,
but I'm very proud to be
doing it," the US
President added.

Washington: Elon
Musk on Monday agreed
to pay a small amount to
end a government law-
suit that accused him of
breaking stock market
rules when he was
secretly buying up
shares of Twitter before
his $44 billion takeover
of the social media plat-
form in 2022.
Musk's trust will pay a
$1.5 million fine under
the deal, which was filed
in a Washington federal
court and still needs a
judge's approval. The
case involves Musk's
missing a statutory dead-
line for notifying regula-
tors as he bought more
and more Twitter shares
ahead of the takeover.
Musk's attorney Alex
Spiro cast the outcome
as a vindication, saying
his client "has now been
cleared of all issues
related to the late filing
of forms in the Twitter
acquisition, as we said
from the outset he would
be." "A trust vehicle has
agreed to a small fine for
being late on one filing,"
Spiro said.In an email to
AFP, Spiro added that
the deal with the US
government was not a

settlement "because he
did nothing wrong."
"The case against him
was dismissed," Spiro
said. The case centered
on a simple rule: when
an investor buys more
than five percent of a
publicly traded compa-
ny, they are required by
law to disclose that stake
within 10 days.The
Securities and Exchange
Commission, the federal
agency that polices
financial markets, in
January 2025 said Musk
blew past that deadline
by 11 days when he was
building up his position
in Twitter in early 2022.
The SEC said Musk's
delay allowed him to
keep buying at bargain
prices, saving himself an
estimated $150 million
at the expense of other
shareholders who sold
without knowing what
was happening.
Despitethose allega-
tions, the deal with the
SEC does not require
Musk to pay back any of
those savings. His trust
agreed only to the $1.5
million penalty and a
promise not to violate
the same rule again --
without admitting he did

anything wrong. The
SEC said it amended its
complaint to add Musk's
trust as a defendant and
filed the proposed settle-
ment at the same time. If
the judge signs off, the
agency said it will drop
Musk personally from
the case, ending it entire-
ly.The lawsuit was first
filed just days before
then-president Joe Biden
left office. Musk, a close
ally of President Donald
Trump at the time, tried
to get it thrown out, but a
federal judge rejected
that effort in February.
The fine comes on the
heels of a separate trial
in California, where a
jury in March found that

Musk had misled Twitter
investors with mislead-
ing posts during the
chaotic 2022 takeover.
Damages in that case
could reach roughly $2
billion, although Musk's
laws of a separate trial in
California, where a jury
in March found that yers
have said they plan to
appeal. It is the second
time Musk has settled
with the SEC. In 2018,
he paid $20 million and
gave up his role as
Tesla's chairman after
claiming on social media
that he had the funding
to take the electric car
maker private -- a deal
that never materialized.

Musk Agrees To Pay $1.5 Mn
Over Twitter Share Buying

Pakistan, China Sign An Agreement And Two
MoUs To Promote Bilateral Cooperation

Islamabad: Pakistan
and China on Friday
signed two MoUs and a
joint venture agreement
covering construction
machinery, animal
health and medical tech-
nology. President Asif
Ali Zardari attended the
signing ceremony,
where a documentary
highlighting 75 years of
Pakistan–China friend-
ship was also screened,
according to a statement
by his office.In a state-
ment, the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) said
that a joint venture

agreement was signed
between the Sindh
Livestock & Fisheries
Department and China’s
Luoyang Modern
Biology Group.
It said the agreement
aims to strengthen coop-
eration in the livestock

and fisheries sector,
with a focus on
improving animal
health services and
modern biological
solutions.
An MoU was
signed between Al-
Hassan Trade
E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,

Sany International Dev
elopment, and Henan
Jialong International
Technology. The agree-
ment is expected to pro-
mote the supply of con-
struction machinery and
equipment linked to
CPEC projects.

Under the MoU, the
three sides will also
explore investment
opportunities for estab-
lishing manufacturing
facilities in Pakistan.
Another MoU was
signed in the medical
technology sector
between Ziauddin
Hospital and Shenzhen
Weibang Technology,
aiming to promote the
use of advanced artifi-
cial intelligence-based
medical robots in clini-
cal medicine. Zardari
was on a week-long visit
to China’s Hunan and

14 IRGC Members Killed In Explosion
During Ordnance Clearance In Iran's

Zanjan Province: Iranian Media

Tehran: 14 members of
Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) were
killed and two others
injured in an explosion
while carrying out ord-
nance clearance opera-
tions in northwestern
Iran, according to
Iranian media. The state-
linked Fars News
Agency reported that the
incident occurred in
Zanjan province when
unexploded ordnance
detonated during a spe-
cialised clearance mis-
sion.The personnel were
part of a unit assigned to
remove and neutralise
leftover munitions in the
area, which local author-
ities say has posed a
continuing safety threat
to civilians and farm-
land. Fars News Agency
said the region has
approximately 1,200
hectares of agricultural
land at risk due to the

presence of unexploded
ordnance.Earlier on
Thursday, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) said that
the Trump administra-
tion shifted from the
strategy of "managing
the world's energy" to
"disruption", and Iran
has now become the
centre of the "coalition
against disruption." The
IRGC said that the dis-
ruption project was
launched by the
USongoing conflict,
while  to contain China,
Russia and Europe.In a
post on X, the IRGC
said, "The Trump
administration shifted
from the strategy of
"managing the world's
energy" to "disruption,"
and a maritime blockade
began as part of the
grand disruption project
to contain China, Russia,
and Europe; but after 20
days, this assessment is

deepening in the White
House that the project
has failed and Tehran
has become the center of
the 'coalition against dis-
ruption' ."Me anwhile,
US President Donald
Trump on Friday (local
time) expressed dissatis-
faction with Iran's latest
proposal aimed at end-
ing the ongoing conflict,
while also casting doubt
on whether a final agree-
ment can be reached.
Speaking to reporter-
songoing conflict, while
at the White House,
Trump said, "They want
to make a deal, but I'm
not satisfied with it, so
we'll see what happens."
He did not elaborate on
the specific aspects of
the proposal he found
unacceptable but indi-
cated uncertainty over
Tehran's willingness to
ultimately agree to a set-
tlement."They've made
strides, but I'm not sure

if they ever get there,"
Trump added, while
speaking on the White
House's South Lawn.
The US President also
pointed to internal divi-
sions within Iran's lead-
ership, suggesting that
disunity could be affect-
ing the negotiation
process."The leadership
is very disjointed. It's
got two to three groups,
maybe four, and it's a
very disjointed leader-
ship. And with that being
said, they all want to
make a deal, but they're
all messed up," the US
President said.
His remarks come after
Iran submitted its latest
proposal aimed at
advancing negotiations
to end the ongoing West
Asia conflict with the
US, in response to recent
amendments introduced
by Washington to a draft
plan aimed at ending the
conflict.
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Telangana’s fee reim-
bursement crisis threat-

ens social progress
For the past 18 years, the
‘Fee Reimbursement’
scheme (Post-Metric
Scholarship – RTF) has
served as the silent
engine driving social
progress in Telangana.
By dismantling the for-
midable barrier of
tuition fees for the
underprivileged, the
State government has
transformed the dreams
of first-generation stu-
dents into reality.
Withdraw GO 7 or face
wrath of students: KTR
demands release of fee
reimbursement dues
However, by 2026, this
landmark welfare initia-
tive faces two existential
threats: a massive accu-
mulation of fiscal arrears
and a controversial shift
in the disbursement
mechanism. These hur-
dles now threaten to
undo decades of hard-
won progress.
Instrument of Social
EqualityOver the past
two decades, fee reim-
bursement has had an
extraordinary impact on
the economic landscape
of Telangana’s margin-
alised communities. By
providing a financial
safety net for SC, ST,
BC, Minority, and EWS
(Economically Weaker
Section) students, the
scheme made profes-
sional courses accessible
to the poor.According to
the 2024 Telangana
Socio-Economic Survey,
this initiative plays a
pivotal role in human
resource development
and the rise of the State’s
per capita income. For
families earning
between Rs 1.50 lakh
and Rs 2 lakh annually,
pursuing engineering or
medicine remains an
impossible dream with-
out state intervention.
Currently, the scheme
supports approximately
1.4 million students. It is
the policy alone that
allows a student from a
remote corner of
Adilabad or
Mahabubnagar to sit as
an equal alongside afflu-
ent peers in prestigious
private colleges in
Hyderabad . conomic
M u l t i p l i e r
EffectResearch across
rural and urban
Telangana highlights a
profound reality: a sin-
gle professional degree
can catapult a family
from the fringes of
poverty into the middle
class and above.
Before graduation, many
EWS, BC, SC, and ST
families face dire condi-
tions, with annual
incomes stagnating
between Rs 60,000 and
Rs 1,50,000. Families
often depend on season-
al agricultural labour or
small-scale handicrafts
for their livelihood. In
such circumstances, a
single health crisis or
crop failure can push a
family into a multi-gen-
erational debt trap. It is
within these cycles of
hardship that suicides
frequently occur.
In this context, an engi-
neering degree complet-
ed through fee reim-
bursement becomes a
weapon against poverty.
When a student secures
a job in a multinational
corporation (MNC) or
the public sector, the
family’s economic status
changes overnight. An
entry-level salary of Rs
70,000 to Rs 1,00,000
means the student earns
in two months what the

entire family previously
earned in a year.
The shift to the Direct
Benefit Transfer system,
slated for full implemen-
tation by mid-2026, may
leave students liable if
government payments
are delayed
This newfound wealth
ignites a powerful eco-
nomic cycle that begins
with a profound rural
transformation, in which
permanent housing
replaces traditional
homes, and the burden
of high-interest debt is
finally eliminated. This
financial stability paves
the way for a second-
generation revolution,
enabling families to
enrol younger siblings in
superior schools and
ensuring long-term edu-
cational continuity.
Ultimately, families
achieve urban integra-
tion by becoming active
consumers of technolo-
gy, healthcare, and retail
goods, effectively rein-
jecting wealth back into
the broader economy
and sustaining upward
mobility.Fee reimburse-
ment is not merely a
welfare handout. It is a
‘great economic multi-
plier’ that integrates
marginalised citizens
into the formal economy.
Wealth generated in tech
hubs like Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, or even
abroad, eventually trick-
les back to strengthen
rural grassroots.
Arrears and Instability
Despite its noble intent,
the scheme is currently
in financial peril.
Reports from the
Telangana Education
Commission in early
2026 indicate that
arrears for the past four
academic years have
ballooned to between Rs
10,000 crore and Rs
12,000 crore. As of April
2026, RTI data reveal
that Rs 557 crore is
owed to minority stu-
dents alone, with nearly
1.8 lakh applications
pending.sequences of
these funding delays are
systemic and severe.
Financial instability is
forcing private colleges
to compromise on aca-
demic standards and
infrastructure, while
simultaneously pushing
impoverished families
towards exploitative pri-
vate loans to cover
upfront costs.
Consequently, the
Education Commission
warns of a looming cri-
sis, as these mounting
financial pressures
threaten a sharp increase
in dropout rates among
vulnerable students.
DBT Dilemma, Legal
HurdlesThe shift toward
the Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT) system,

slated for full implemen-
tation by mid-2026, rep-
resents a double-edged
sword for educational
equity. While the model
is designed to enhance
fiscal transparency by
bypassing intermediaries
and depositing funds
directly into student
accounts, it introduces a
precarious layer of vul-
nerability. This systemic
change shifts the finan-
cial burden of adminis-
trative delays onto the
individual. If the gov-
ernment fails to disburse
payments on schedule,
students find themselves
personally liable. This
fiscal gap leaves them
exposed to institutional
penalties.
Furthermore, an interim
order by the Telangana
High Court in April
allowed some private
colleges to collect fees
upfront. The long-stand-
ing “No Fee Payment”
protection for SC, ST,
and BC categories has
been temporarily sus-
pended until the govern-
ment clears its dues.
This leaves the most vul-
nerable students at risk
of being excluded from
higher education.
Strategic Interventions
To ensure the long-term
viability of professional
education and prevent a
potential mass exodus of
talent, the government
must adopt a proactive
and protective stance
rather than abdicating its
responsibilities. A robust
strategic framework
should begin with the
introduction of interest-
free “bridge loans” in
partnerships with public
sector banks, providing
a vital cushion for stu-
dents facing immediate
fee demands.
Furthermore, the state
must enact stringent
legal protections pre-
venting institutions from
withholding academic
certificates due to gov-
ernment arrears, thereby
acting as the ultimate
guarantor of a student’s
professional future. For
high-fee courses (above
Rs 35,000), a differential
DBT model should be
introduced to 00 to Rs
1,00,000 means the stu-
dent earns in two months
what the entire family
previously earned in a
year.

The shift to the Direct
Benefit Transfer system,
slated for full implemen-
tation by mid-2026, may
leave students liable if
government payments
are delayedThis new-
found wealth ignites a
powerful economic
cycle that begins with a
profound rural transfor-
mation, in which perma-
nent housing replaces

traditional homes, and
the burden of high-inter-
est debt is finally elimi-
nated. This financial sta-
bility paves the way for
a second-generation rev-
olution, enabling fami-
lies to enrol younger sib-
lings in superior schools
and ensuring long-term
educational continuity.
Ultimately, families
achieve urban integra-
tion by becoming active
consumers of technolo-
gy, healthcare, and retail
goods, effectively rein-
jecting wealth back into
the broader economy
and sustaining upward
mobility.e reimburse-
ment is not merely a
welfare handout. It is a
‘great economic multi-
plier’ that integrates
marginalised citizens
into the formal economy.
Wealth generated in tech
hubs like Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, or even
abroad, eventually trick-
les back to strengthen
rural grassroots.

Arrears and Instability

Despite its noble intent,
the scheme is currently
in financial peril.
Reports from the
Telangana Education
Commission in early
2026 indicate that
arrears for the past four
academic years have
ballooned to between Rs
10,000 crore and Rs
12,000 crore. As of April
2026, RTI data reveal
that Rs 557 crore is
owed to minority stu-
dents alone, with nearly
1.8 lakh applications
pending.The conse-
quences of these funding
delays are systemic and
severe. Financial insta-
bility is forcing private
colleges to compromise
on acensure large sums
are used specifically for
tuition and not diverted
for domestic emergen-
cies.Fee reimbursement
is not a mere budgetary
allocation. It is a com-
mitment to social equity
and collective progress.
As Telangana aggres-
sively pursues its vision
of becoming a preemi-
nent global technology
hub, democratising
access to high-quality
education becomes a
strategic imperative
rather than a philan-
thropic gesture.
By removing financial
barriers, the state is not
merely offering a seat in
a classroom; it is nurtur-
ing a diverse pipeline of
talent capable of driving
future innovation.
Investing in every stu-
dent’s potential, regard-
less of their economic
background, is the most
robust safeguard for the
State’s long-term and
social stability.

Indian cities are urbanis-
ing faster than ever. As
cities continue to grow,
so does the need for ade-
quate infrastructure,
including water supply
and waste management,
housing, and transport.
The World Urbanisation
Prospects 2025 high-
lights that India is one of
the major drivers of
global urbanisation. This
underscores the need for
robust urban infrastruc-
ture. In this context, the
discussion should not
focus solely on rapid
urbanisation but also on
how cities will address
the infrastructure needs
of the current and future
urban population.
Opinion: Vishwa Guru
vision must begin at
home
Opinion: Plans don’t
make cities work.
Managers doThe 16th
Finance Commission
(FC) has made several
recommendations on the
finances of urban local
bodies, making this an
important point of dis-
cussion among academia
and urban professionals.

The Commission has
recommended a total
allocation of Rs
7,91,493 crore to duly
constituted Rural Local
Bodies (RLBs) and
Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) for the period
2026-27 to 2030-31, the
largest allocation ever
made to the third tier of
government. Of this,
ULBs are expected to
receive Rs 3,56,257
crore, along with a spe-
cial infrastructure com-
ponent of Rs 56,100
crore. At first glance,
this signals a clear
recognition of India’s
rapidly urbanising
future.Importantly, the
Commission has
acknowledged issues
related to census towns
and outgrowths, where
rural settlements are
governed by Panchayats
but counted as urban in
population statistics.
This creates a gap in
infrastructure availabili-
ty for citizens living in
these peri-urban areas.
To overcome this chal-
lenge, the Commission
has recommended a one-
time grant as an incen-
tive for merging peri-
urban villages into adja-
cent larger municipali-
ties with a population of
not less than one lakh.
An urbanisation premi-
um of Rs 10,000 crore
will be disbursed as a
one-time eligibility
amount.
Flawed Designever, this
design carries the risk of
excluding census towns
and peri-urban areas that
are not adjacent to larger
municipalities. These

areas often suffer from
inadequate infrastructure
and a lack of urban fiscal
transfers because their
rural governance leaves
them fiscally stranded.
While the urbanisation
premium may benefit a
large subset of transition
areas, it may bypass sev-
eral fast-growing set-
tleme nts.Additionally,
even after more than
three decades since the
implementation of the
74th Constitutional
Amendment, urban
decentralisation remains
incomplete. The concept
of “devolution” is yet to
be fully realised. The FC
report outlines a struc-
tured system of grants
over a five-year period,
with clear annual trajec-
tories and a defined split
between basic and per-
formance grants.
However, this does not
automatically translate
into autonomy for
ULBs.ocations into real
autonomy, the panel
must expand untied
grants, differentiate
funding, support smaller
ULBs, and strengthen
decentralisation
In practice, funds
conUnion to States and
then to cities, with States
release and compliance
conditions. The report
itself shows wide varia-
tion: a few States, like
Haryana and
Maharashtra, transfer
significant funds, while
others, including West
Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh, lag behind.
This weakens the intent
of the grants. Cities are
held accountable for
service delivery, but do
not fully control The
push to mandate State
Finance Commissions
(SFCs), audited
accounts, and transpar-
ent reporting is largely
c o m p l i a n c e - d r i v e n
rather than a structural
shift in the State-ULB
balance. Though these
measures aim to
improve accountability
and fiscal discipline,
they reinforce a similar
pattern, which is “cities
being the primary imple-
menting agency rather
than autonomous fiscal
units”.The 16th FC has
also emphasised expand-
ing grants, allocating a
record Rs 7,91,493
crore. However, there is
relatively limited focus
on strengthening munic-
ipal revenue structures
or expanding cities’ tax
and non-tax bases.
While the scale of grants
has increased, the fiscal
design remains largely
unchanged, just like old
wine in a new bottle.
The Commission also
links a portion of these
funds to performance.
From 2027–28 onwards,

urban local bodies must
demonstrate growth in
their own source rev-
enue (OSR) to qualify
for performance grants,
while States must trans-
fer at least 20% of the
basic grant from their
own resources. In princi-
ple, this “reward effort”
approach is sound.
However, the design
assumes the existence of
an ideal city, which is
digitally enabled, ade-
quately staffed, fiscally
buoyant and institution-
ally compliant. As a
result, it risks perform-
ance thresholds becom-
ing exclusionary rather
than enabling. Cities
with better resources are
more likely to meet
these conditions and
capture a larger share of
funds, while weaker
municipalities may fall
further behind.
Grants to StatesAnother
critical design issue lies
in how the FC distrib-
utes grants across States.
The 16th FC assigns a
weight of 90% to the
projected urban popu-
lathe implementation of
the 74th Constitutional
Amendment, urban
decentralisation remains
incomplete. The concept
of “devolution” is yet to
be fully realised. The FC
report outlines a struc-
tured system of grants
over a five-year period,
with clear annual trajec-
tories and a defined split
between basic and per-
formance grants.
However, this does not
automatically translate
into autonomy for
ULBs.ocations intoion
and 10% to an index
based on its own source
revenue. While this
appears objective, weak
State Finance
Commissions mean that
allocations within States
are largely driven by
population-based crite-
ria.This approach treats
ULBs as a homogenous
group, with a one-size-
fits-all model. In reality,
Indian ULBs are a
diverse group, from met-
ropolitan cities to medi-
um towns and small
municipalities, with dif-
fering service costs, rev-
enue bases, and chal-
lenges. A uniform for-
mula in such a case is
akin to comparing
apples to oranges. It
brings the risk of formu-
la-based equity at the
national level while
reproducing inequality
across cities on the
ground.late record allo-
cations into real autono-
my, there must be an
expansion of untied
grants, differentiated
funding based on city
size, performance-linked
conditions supported by
capacity-building, espe-

cially for smaller ULBs,
and a stronger pusmend-
ment, urban decentrali-
sation remains incom-
plete. The concept of
“devolution” is yet to be
fully realised. The FC
report outlines a struc-
tured system of grants
over a five-year period,
with clear annual trajec-
tories and a defined split
between basic and per-
formance grants.
However, this does not
automatically translate
into autonomy for
ULBs.To translate
record allocations into
real autonomy, the panel
must expand untied
grants, differentiate
funding, support smaller
ULBs, and strengthen
decentralisationIn prac-
tice, funds continue to
flow from the Union to
States and then to cities,
with States controlling
their timing, release and
compliance conditions.
The report itself shows
wide variation: a few
States, like Haryana and
Maharashtra, transfer
significant funds, while
others, including West
Bengal and Andhra
Pradesh, lag behind.
This weakens the intent
of the grants. Cities are
held accountable for
service delivery, but do
not fully control the flow
of money.
The push to mandate
State Finance
Commissions (SFCs),
audited accounts, and
transparent reporting is
largely compliance-driv-
en rather than a structur-
al shift in the State-ULB
balance. Though these
measures aim to
improve accountability
and fiscal discipline,
they reinforce a similar
pattern, which is “cities
being the primary imple-
menting agency rather
than autonomous fiscal
units”.ed expanding
grants, allocating a
record Rs 7,91,493
crore. However, there is
relatively limited focus
on strengthening munic-
ipal revenue structures
or expanding cities’ tax
and non-tax bases.
While the scale of grants
has increased, the fiscal
design remains largely
unchanged, just like old
wine in a new bottle.
The Commission also
links a portion of these
funds to performance.
From 2027–28 onwards,
urban local bh for decen-
tralisation rather than
administrative depend-
ence. The opportunity
now lies in building on
FC’s unprecedented
scale by refining its
design so that increased
spending translates not
just into better services,
but also into stronger,
more autonomous and

What 16th Finance
Commission misses
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Stock Markets End
Higher; Sensex Rallies 356

Points

New Delhi: IBenchmark indices Sensex and Nifty ended higher on
Monday, helped by buying in blue-chip stocks and state poll results
moving towards an outcome in line with market expectations. The 30-
share BSE Sensex climbed 355.90 points or 0.46 per cent to settle at
77,269.40. During the day, it jumped 997.25 points or 1.29 per cent to
77,910.75The 50-share NSE Nifty rallied 121.75 points or 0.51 per
cent to end at 24,119.30. From the 30-Sensex firms, Adani Ports,
Hindustan Unilever, Reliance Industries, Larsen & Toubro, Eternal and
Maruti were among the biggest gainers. Bharti Airtel, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Tata Consultancy Services and ITC were among the laggards
from the pack."Investor sentiment remained supported by a favourable
election outcome in West Bengal and a better-than-expected Q4 earn-
ings, helping markets look past Middle East-related concerns.
"However, intermittent profit booking persisted amid uncertainty sur-
rounding the US 'Project Freedom' initiative to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz," Vinod Nair, Head of Research, Geojit Investments Limited,
said.While the resolution path may take time, optimism around gradual
progress continues, he said, adding that crude prices holding below
USD 110 are providing near-term comfort. Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, jumped 1.48 per cent to USD 109.8 per barrel.
In Asian markets, South Korea's benchmark Kospi and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng index ended higher. Markets in Japan were closed due to a
holiday. Markets in Europe were trading mostly lower. US markets
ended mostly higher on Friday."Early trends from key state election
results provided a supportive domestic trigger, while easing geopoliti-
cal concerns, like signs of progress in US–Iran discussions, helped cool
crude oil prices. This, combined with strength in global markets led by
a record run in US tech indices, created a favourable risk environment,"
Hariprasad K, Research Analyst and Founder, Livelong Wealth, said.
Stock-specific momentum added to the upside, with leaders like Maruti
Suzuki and Hindustan Unilever driving gains on the back of strong
operational updates, he said.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) offloaded equities worth Rs
8,047.86 crore on Thursday, according to exchange data. Domestic
Institutional Investors (DIIs), however, were buyers as they bought
stocks worth Rs 3,487.10 crore.Stock exchanges were closed on Friday
for Maharashtra Day. On Thursday, the Sensex tumbled 582.86 points
or 0.75 per cent to settle at 76,913.50. The Nifty dived 180.10 points or
0.74 per cent to end at 23,997.55

RBI grants approval to
Emirates NBD Bank to

acquire up to 74pc
stake in RBL Bank

New Delhi: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has accorded approval
to Dubai-based Emirates NBD Bank to acquire up to a 74 per cent stake
in RBL Bank, paving the way for the bank to become a foreign lender.
The approval from RBI came on April 1 with one year validity, RBL
Bank said in a regulatory filing on Thursday.The approval follows
Emirates NBD Bank, the second largest in UAE, expressing its interest
in October 2025 to acquire a majority 60 per cent stake in RBL Bank
for Rs 26,853 crore.As per the approval letter, the Emirates NBD
(ENBD) would acquire and maintain a shareholding of at least 51 per
cent of the paid-up share capital of the RBL Bank and the bank would
be classified as a foreign bank in subsidiary mode, with the Investor as
its parent foreign bank.“The provisid.The ENBD is exempted from the
investor are amalgamated with the Bank, or within one year,
whichevreceipt of necessary approval from Government of India for
investment beyond 49 per cent in the bank under the approval route and
compliance with the relevant provisions of the Banking Regulation Act,
1949, RBI (Commercial Banks- Acquisition and Holding of Shares or
Voting Rights) Directions, 2025, dated November 28, 2025, provisions
of the FEMA 1999, regulations issued by Securities and Exchange
Board of India, and any other statutes, regulations and guidelines, as
applicable.The proposed transaction remains subject to receipt of cer-
tain other regulatory approvals and customary conditions precedent as
mentioned in the Investment Agreement dated October 18, 2025
entered into between the Investor and the bank, it added.NBD Bank’s
proposal to acquire a majority stake in private sector lender RBL Bank.

Anjali Shekhawat clinches gold
at Kumar Surendra Singh

shooting championship
Hyderabad: 
Rajasth an’s Anjali
Shekhawat claimed
the gold medal in the
10m air pistol
women’s event at the
24th Kumar Surendra
Singh Memorial
Shooting Champi
onship, being held at
the Dr Karni Singh
Shooting Range in
Delhi on
Monday.Shekhawat,
who had earlier qual-
ified fourth with a
score of 576-23x,
stepped up impres-
sively in the final to
shoot 240.5 and fin-
ish on top of the podi-
um. Haryana’s Kanak
Budhwar clinched the
silver medal with a
score of 238.7, while

Punjab’s Agam Ranjit
Kaur Grewal secured
the bronze with 216.
The qualification
round saw Olympian
Esha Singh of
Telangana top the
field with 582-20x,
followed by Agam
Ranjit Kaur Grewal

(579-15x) and
Muskan Chahal of
Haryana (577-21x).
However, Esha Singh
and Madhya
Pradesh’s Mahima
Turhi Agrawal, who
had qualified seventh
with 575-20x, did not
start in the final.

Kanak quali-
fied for the
final in sixth
place with
576-13x.
In the final,
Railw ays’
Y u v i k a
Tomar fin-
ished fourth
with 196.1
( 5 7 6 - 1 5 x ) ,
while Mu
skan Chahal
placed fifth
with 174.8.

Another Haryana
shooter, Muskan
Chahal, finished sixth
with 154.8 (575-19x).
Women’s event silver
medallist Kanak
Budhwar continued
her fine form in the
10m air pistol junior

women’s category,
securing the gold
medal with a score of
238.4. She was close-
ly followed by Ha
ryana’s Priyanshi
Purva, who claimed
silver with 237.5,
while Ketan, also
from Haryana, com-
pleted a clean sweep
for the state by taking
bronze with 216.8.
bronze with 216.8.
In the 10bronze with
216.8.
m air pistol youth
women’s event,
Kanak once again
stood out with a dom-
inant performance,
clinching gold with
an impressive 244.3.
Haryana’s Navya
secured the silver

medal with 237.7,
while Army’s Anjali
Mahendra Bhagwat
finished third with
215.3. Haryana
emerged victorious in
the team event, with
the trio of Priyanshi
Purva, Navya, and
Surbhi Rao combin-
ing for a gold medal-
winning total of
Railways, represent-
ed by Yuvika Tomar,
Sakshi Anil
Suryavanshi, and
Riya Shirish Thatte,
claimed silver with
1710.0-40x, while
Uttar Pradesh’s
Vanshika Chaudhary,
Sanskriti Bana, and
Anjali Chaudhary
secured bronze with
1709.0-50x.

Ganemat Sekhon stays in contention at
ISSF Shotgun World Cup

: India’s Ganemat
Sekhon shot 70 out of
75 targets to finish
Day One just one
point outside the top
eight in the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF)
World Cup Shotgun,
which got underway
today at the Asanov
Shooting Club in
Almaty, Kazakhstan.
The Chandigarh
shooter, who won a
silver medal at the
same range three
years back, was the
best-placed Indian to
secure a spot in the
top eight of the com-
petition. The remain-
ing 50 targets of qual-
ification and the
finals for both
women and men will
be held tomorrow.
In the men’s event,
Olympian Mairaj
Ahmad Khan started

the first series with a
perfect 25 and then
shot 23 in each of the
next two series to fin-
ish the first day with
a score of 71, placing
him 27th currently.
Fellow Olympian
Anantjeet Singh
Naruka also shot a
perfect 25 in his first
series but managed
only 23 and 21 in the
next two rounds to
complete the day
with a score of 69.
The third Indian in
the competition,
national champion
Gurjoat Singh
Khangura, shot series
of 22, 24 and 24 for a
total of 70 after 75
t a rge t s . Bh a v t e gh
Singh Gill and Abhay
Singh Sekhon, who
are participating for
ranking points, shot
71 (24, 24, 23) and 70
(23, 24, 23), respec-
tively.

Olympian and
women’s national
champion Raiza
Dhillon finished Day
One with a score of
69 after shooting 22,
23 and 24 in her first

three series, while
Parinaaz Dhaliwal
shot 66 with scores of
22, 21 and 23 in her
t h r e e
r o u n d s . Va n s h i k a
Tiwari and Rashmmi

Rathore, competing
for ranking points,
shot 66 (24, 21, 21)
and 62 (20, 21, 21),
respectively.This is
the second Shotgun
World Cup of the sea-

son; the first conclud-
ed in Tangier,
Morocco, in April,
where the Indian ath-
letes could not secure
any medals.

Gianni Infantino Affirms At The FIFA Congress
That Iran Will Participate In The World Cup

FIFA President
Gianni Infantino
opened his address at
Thursday's FIFA
Congress by affirm-
ing that Iran will par-
ticipate in the World
Cup and that the team
will play in the
United States despite
the conflict between
the two nations.“And
the reason for that is
very simple, dear
friends, is because we
have to unite. We
have to bring people
together. It is my
responsibility. It is
our responsibility,”
Infantino said.
“Football unites the
world. FIFA unites
the world. You unite
the world. We unite
the world.”In an indi-
cation of how fraught
the situation is with
Iran's participation in
the World Cup, repre-
sentatives from the
Iranian soccer federa-
tion were denied
entry into Canada this
w e e k . C a n a d i a n
Foreign Affairs
Minister Anita Anand
said it was her
“understanding” that
the Iranian officials
were turned away,
following a report by
Tasnim, an Iranian
news agency associ-

ated with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps. The report
said Iranian soccer
federation president
Mehdi Taj and two
other officials were
denied entry at
Toronto's airport.
Earlier in the week at
the Asian soccer fed-
eration's congress in
Vancouver, Iran's par-
ticipation in the
World Cup or
whether the team's
matches should be
moved out of the
United States was not
addressed. At the roll
call for the FIFA
Congress where all
nations were named,
Iran was announced
as absent. Outside the
event at the
V a n c o u v e r
Convention Center
there was a small
group of protestors
holding Iranian flags.

Infantino has not
wavered on Iran’s par-
ticipation in the World
Cup or in its matches
in the United States. At
one point, Iran asked
to move its games to
Mexico, but that
request was rejected.
The World Cup starts

on June 11 and the
final is scheduled for
July 19 with games in
the United States,
Canada and Mexico.
Canada prepares to
welcome the world
In contrastto con-
cerns about an immi-
gration crackdown in
the United States
ahead of the World
Cup, Canadian offi-
cials speaking at the
FIFA Congress
stressed the nation's
diversity.“Canada has
always been more
than just a country on
a map. It is a meeting
place of cultures, lan-
guages, ideas and

dreams. People from
every corner of the
world have come
here with their sto-
ries, their traditions,
their talents and their
hopes together. These
stories don't disap-
pear. They become
part of who we are,”
said Peter Augruso,
the president of the
Canadian Soccer
Association.Concern
s about ticket price
In his address to the
congress, Infantino
briefly addressed
complaints about the
costs of tickets to
World Cup matches,
but his comments
were directed at the
heads of the member

associations and not 
“We sold 100% of the
inventory that we put
on the market, which
is more or less 90%
of the global invento-
ry so far. And of
course, we are always
putting tickets on the
market," Infantino
said. "There are
expensive tickets,
yes, and there are
also affordable tick-
ets. And what is
important is that all
the revenues that we
generate from the
world go back to you,
go back to the entire
world and finance
football in all of your
countries.”

Cost concerns

Earlier this week,
FIFA announced it
would pay out an
additional $100 mil-
lion to the nations
playing in the World
Cup to help cover
higher-than-expected
costs. The FIFA
Council agreed
Tuesday to increase
the basic payments to
each federation by $2
million to a minimum
of $12.5 million. The
governing body is
expecting revenue of
at least $11 billion for
the tournament.
Member associations
had appealed to soc-
cer's governing body
to raise prize money
because of cost con-
cerns. FIFA
announced in
December that the
winner of this year's
World Cup will
receive $50 million
from a $655 million
prize pool. Argentina
earned $42 million
for winning the 2022
World Cup in Qatar,
an increase from the
$38 million awarded
to France for winning
the 2018 tournament
in Russia.
But it's less than half
of what Chelsea
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'You Made History Today': Vikram, Nani,
Tiger Shroff, Others Applaud Vijay As

TVK Leads Tamil Nadu Election
Tamil actor-turned-
politician Vijay is mak-
ing waves in Tamil Nadu
politics, as his party,
Tamilaga Vettri
Kazhagam (TVK), is
leading in the ongoing
state election results. In
what many are already
calling a historic
moment, TVK is leading
in 101 out of 234 seats,
putting Vijay on the
brink of a major political
victory.As the news
spread, congratulatory
messages began pouring
in from across the coun-
try. Celebrities from
multiple film industries
came together to cele-
brate Vijay’s remarkable
rise from cinema to poli-
tics.One of the first to
react was Bollywood
actor Tiger Shroff, who
took to X to share his
message. He wrote,
“Congratulations to
@actorvijay (raised
hands emoji). The faith
people have in you is
amazing to see. More
power to you for this
next chapter! (strong
emoji).”Telugu actor
Nani offered a thought-
ful note, drawing a com-
parison with Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan.
“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ,
@actorvijay sir. First
doubted and then
crowned. Happened at
our home, and now it’s
happening in our neigh-
bouring home.
Underdog winning is
always absolute cinema
(or should I say absolute
politics?) :) Hope great

things follow for the
people of Tamil Nadu
who have made their
decision clear.”
Actor Nikhil Siddhartha
also celebrated Vijay’s
achievement by sharing
a GIF from Jana
Nayagan. “Proud to see
Thalapathy @actorvijay
garu from our Indian
Cinema Industry making
a Huge Mark In Tamil
Nadu Politics & emerg-

ing as the Single Largest
Party Historic
Achievement (clapping
emoji) #Jananayagan
(fire emojis) #TVK.”
Producer SKN wrote
“(fire emojis)
#Jananayagan Movies
may pause…momentum
never (heart emojis).
Hail Thalapathy (folded
hands, starry-eyed emo-
jis) Huge congratula-
tions (clapping, fire

emojis) @actorvijay.”

Back home in Tamil cin-
ema, the celebrations
were just as loud. Actor
Vikram shared a warm
message along with a
picture of Vijay. He
penned, "Congrats
Nanba @actorvijay!!
You made history tod
ay."Archana Kalpathi,
producer of the 2024
film GOAT, shared a

| Stunt Silva Reveals Challenges
Behind Mohanlal's One-Legged

Action In Patriot
Actor Mohanlal has

impressed audiences
with a striking new
avatar in director
Mahesh Narayanan’s
Patriot, which released
in theatres on May 1.
The film features him as
a one-legged character
in a performance-driven
action narrative.
Following the release,
stunt choreographer
Stunt Silva, in an inter-
action with ETV Bharat,
opened up about design-
ing the film’s grounded
and emotionally layered
action sequences, calling
it one of the most chal-
lenging projects of his
career.Q. You have been
part of many Mohanlal
films in recent years.
How did you come on
board for Patriot?sir is
always a blessing. He
recommended me for
this film. But getting an
opportunity in such a big
project is not just about a
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .
Director Mahesh
Narayanan also had to
be convinced. His films
are very sensible, and I
believe I got this oppor-
tunity because I could
align with his vision and
the script.Q. What is the
magic you bring to
Mohanlal’s action
scenes?- Mahesh sir
wanted the action to
have an emotional layer.
When I work with Lal
sir, that chemistry
reflects on the screen.
Like his earlier collabo-
rations with Thiagarajan,

he is once again ready to
amaze audiences with
his action.Q. What
makes the action in
Patriot different?
- This is a realistic action
film. The fights appear
only where the story
demands them. The
combination of Lal sir’s
physicality and the char-
acter’s limitation creates
suspense that works best
in theatres.
Stunt Silva

Stunt Silva (Photo:
Special Arrangement)
Q. Mohanlal’s character
has one leg. How did
you handle that in action
scenes?- That was the
biggest challenge. We
had to present the fights
exactly as a one-legged
person would perform
them, without exaggera-
tion. The director insist-
ed on realism. Even
though VFX supports
later, Lal sir had to per-

form that way during
shooting. He can trans-
form into any character
within seconds, so tech-
nically, it was manage-
able.Q. How is this dif-
ferent from mass com-
mercial action?
- You will not see over-
the-top action here
because the story does
not demand it. Mahesh
Narayanan insisted on
credibility. We com-
bined practicality and


